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Precision crafted 50 BMG for 
unsurpassed accuracy & impact! 

3,000 Yard 
Effective Range! 

• Breech Loading Bolt Action Bullpup Single Shot • Very Low Recoil • All Steel Construction ~r 

• Thumb Safety • 30.4 Pounds • 45.5 Inch LOA • 36 Inch Heavy Barrel with Compensator Reduces Recoil 
• 4340 Alloy Steel Bolt (Mil Spec 5000) , Heat Treated to 46 RIC• 4140 Alloy Steel Receiver, Heat Treated to 42 RIC 
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MARKV 
GRIZZLY 50 

• Calibers: .50 AE, 44 Mag, 
45 ACP, 45 Win Mag, 

.357/45 Grizzly Win Mag 
• 6 Round Mag • 5.4" or 6.5" Barrel 

• Blued, Parkerized, Hard Chrome or Nickel 

MARKI 
GRIZZLY 

• Calibers: 45 Win Mag, 
45 ACP, .357 Mag, lOmm, 
.357/45 Grizzly Win Mag 

• 7 Round Mag • 5.4" or 6.5" Barrel 
• Blued, Parkerized, Hard Chrome or Nickel 

first fifty Grizzly 
production pistols 
ever produced in a limited "state" 
edition. The serial numbers ma tch 
the order in which each state was 
admitted into the Union. As proof of 
its authenticity, a hunting license 
accompanies each Grizzly State Pistol. 
Many have already been sold. so call 
today and ask about your state, before 
these endangered species become extinct! 
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It Is Nat The Wishes Of The Majority 

It is not the wishes of a majority of the 
people that decides the outcome of an 
election. I hope this statement shocks 

you into reading the rest of this ed itorial. 
What decides the outcome of an e lection is 
the wishes of a majority of registered voters 
who actua lly get off their duffs and go and 
vote. The election coming up on 3 
November next is no exception. 

The polls indicate that large numbers 
even of the dull-eyed slugs who normally 
vote Democratic by reflex are sufficiently 
d isaffected and disgusted by the disgraceful 
and corrupt antics of our Commander-in
Heat that they're goi ng to stay home. Thi s 
gives us a splendid opportunity to increase 
the Republican, pro-gun majorities in the 
senate and the house. Also, with a pred icted 
low turn-out , your vote will count fo r a lot 
more than would be the case in a "normal" 
year (whatever that is) . 

Two of the basic maxims of politics are 
(I) you always run scared; you never 
assume that you've won the race until after 
the votes have been counted; and (2) the 
easiest way to lose an election is not to 
make double-dip sure that every last man 
and woman on your side is registered and 
actually goes and votes. 

How do you fit into this? First of all, find 
out how the candidates in your state and con
gressional district actually stand on the gun
rights issues. If the candidate is an incum
bent, find out how he or she actually voted, 
for instance on the Brady Act or the Feinstein 
Amendment. The NRA puts out voter advi
sories; this is one of a long list of reasons fo r 
joining the NRA if you haven't done that yet. 
It's also a good idea to check with the oppo
sition and get their version of the dirt on the 
candidate. Remember that politicians are in 
the business of agreeing with everyone on 
everytlling; this is why you have to look 
behind their announced position paper to see 
where they actually stand. 

In New York state the decision, at least 
in the senate race, is easy. Congressman 

Charles Schumer, a devout, observant, zeal
ous enemy of guns and gun-rights, is run-
1Ling on the Democratic ticket agai nst 
Senator Alphonse d ' Amato, a moderate 
Republi can with a respectable pro-gun 
record. If we win d1is one, it's a two-bagger: 
d ' Amato, not Schumer, will represent New 
York in the senate, and Schumer does not 
go back to the house. 

Ct 's not enough just to inform yourself 
and vote. Write as big a check as you can to 
your candidate's campaign fund; it 's a lot 
cheaper than having your guns confiscated. 
It is not tax-deductible - but fo r that rea
son all the more appreciated. Then get 
involved. No campaign ever has enough 
money to hire people to do everything that 
has to be done: manning phone banks, 
stuffing enve lopes, ring ing doorbe ll s, 
putting in yard signs and all the rest. Of 
course it 's a lot of work, but it can also be a 
lot of fun and it has to be done. If we don 't 
do it, who will ? 

I am suffic iently convinced of the criti
ca l importance of getting Schumer out of 
congress that l am again going into the fray, 
even as we did in the 1994 Washington state 
race that unseated House Speaker Tom 
Foley, mostly by way of strateg icall y placed 
radi o spots cut by well known gun-rights 
supporters. Thi s costs money. Please send 
your max imum check to: 

LEAA Fund for Responsible Government 
c/o Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.) 
Soldier Of Fortune Magazine 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue, Suite A-5 
Boulder, CO 80303 

In short, now is the time fo r a ll good 
men and true to rally to the Party and 
THROW THE RASCALS OUT! 

P.S. Occasionally, [ get the fee ling that 
the country was better run when the politi
ca l process paid more heed to the pols and 
less to the po ll s. Maybe that shows how 
old-fashi oned r am. ~ 
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THE MOD ERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create and Use a New Identity for Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 
Here is the very latest, cutting-edge info on the art and science of obtaining and using a new identity. This book focuses on the major pitfalls of traditional identity changing while 
explaining current solutions to the problem. Far from a slim handbook on acquiring a deceased infant's birth certificate, this is a complete identity-changing program, with step
by-step instructions on how to go about acquiring a new identity in today's data-drenched society, how to produce and manufacture the documents necessary to support that 
identity and how to obtain credit, employment and banking privileges for that identity. It's all here, from obtaining a legit Social Security number and driver's license to outwitting 
Big Brother's bureaucrats, who persistently demand their little papers, stamps, cards and tracking numbers. By studying this book, freedom seekers and privacy enthusiasts can 
maintain a fresh arsenal of information in the war against totalitarianism. For academic study only! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 152 pp. $20.00 

THE CLOSE-COMBAT FILES OF 
COLONEL REX APPLEGATE 
by Col. Rex Applegate and 

Maj. Chuck Melson 
The legend final~ sleps from lhe 
shadows to reveal the truth behind 
the countless stories of his sel'lice 
1~111 the ass. learn firsthand of 
Colooel Applegate's training and 
missions with men like Wild Bill 
Donovan, William Fairbairn and 
Eric Sj!<es. The definitive reference 
researchers and historians have 
been awaiting for more than 50 
years. 8 112 x 11, hardcover, pho
tos, illus., 208 pp. $39.95 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets 
will save you thousands of dollars 
in fees, finance charges and inter
est payments as you learn the 
very latest techniques to get rid of 
debt once and for all and establish 
good credit. Discover proven 
tricks used by lawyers, credit 
counselors and other pros who 
charge handsomely for their ser
vices. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover, 
136 pp. $17 .oo 

DEAD ON 
The Long-Range Marksman's 

Guide to Extreme Accuracy 
by Tony M. Noblitt and 

Warren Gabri/ska 
Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme 
distances will find this book indis
pensible. Bullet flight, scopes and 
mounts, caliber and cartridge 
selection, mirage, wind values, 
actions, barrels, stocks and much 
more are included in this practical 
manual. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover, 
photos, 176 pp. $20.00 

THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by lee l apin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows 
you exactly how to hire an ex-KGB 
agent, order a photo of anyplace 
on earth anytime during the last 
20 years, get an instant back
ground check on anyone, open a 
door from 100 feet away, sub
scribe to an in-house FBI newslet
ter. order and install tile latest 
electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks to trace, track, 
surveil and Investigate anyone or 
anything. B 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, 
photos, illus., 44B pp. $44.95 

THE Y2K COMPUTER 
CRASH SCENARIO 

What to Expect and How to 
Protect Your Assets, Your 

Credit, and Your Way of Life 
by Or. John Mrozek 

The looming Y2K crash could have 
devastating effects on everything 
from phone sel'lice to medical and 
criminal records to mortgages; 
bank and credit card accounts; and 
investments. Get pragmatic ad~ce 
on basic precautions you can take 
to rninim~e tile damage. 5 1/2 x 8 
1 /2, softcover, 64 pp. $15.00 

THE ART OF THE RIFLE 
by Jeff Cooper 

'Riflecraft has been completely 
igncxed since Wand War 11 ," says 
Jett Cooper, America's foremost 
rifle instructor. To remedy this situa
tion, he took it upon himself to set 
down tile fine art of tile rifle before 
it IVas lost forever. In his no-holds
barred style, Cooper instructs you in 
everytlling you need to know about 
shooting the rifle, wllile enlertaining 
you with tales of mart<smansllip, 
combat and big-game hunting. 8 
1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 104 
pp. $29.95 

TACTICAL TRACKING 
OPERATIONS 

The Essential Guide for 
Military and Police Trackers 

by David Scott-Donelan 
This is the best manual on track
ing you will ever read. l earn how 
to lrack and apprehend fugitives 
through woods, jungles and 
deserts; relocate missing tracks; 
foil countertracking efforts; run a 
solo, four-man or multiagency 
effort; and much more. 8 1/2 x 
11, sottcover, pholos, illus., 184 
pp. $30.00 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most 

Effective Antibiotics, 
Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 

Other Miracle Drugs ... 
Without Costly Doctors' 

Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instruc
tions for securing and using the very 
latest drugs and supplies from ani
mal health centers, foreign pharma
cies, mail order suppliers, military 
dispensaries and other unusual 
sources. 5 1/2 x 8 112, soltcover, 
photos, illus., 128 pp. $20.00 

RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 

by Ragnar Benson 
l earn how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop out of 
the rat race, protect your privacy, 
elude the bad guys, defend your
self, change identities, land a job 
and live well - as well as a little bit 
about everything else that might 
be important. 8 1 /2 x 11, softcov
er, photos, illus., 456 pp. $45.00 

GET EVEN 
The Complete 

Book of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of tile meth
ods people use to get even with 
big business, government and 
enemies. These dirty tricks range 
from the simple to the elaborate, 
including more sophisticated 
schemes devised by CIA and 
Mafia members and political dirty 
tricksters. For entertainment pur
poses only. 5 1/2 x 8 112, hard
cover, 208 pp. $19.95 

EXTREME CQB 
Fighting Secrets of the 

International Close Combat 
Instructors' Association 

Get an inside look at the reai worid 
of close-quarter combat as taught to 
tile 1vorid's elite military, law en
forcement and counterterrorist 
units. This dynamic video features 
eight of tile master instructors of the 
lntemationai Close Combat In
structors' Association sharing their 
battle-proven methods of unarmed 
combat, weapon disarming and 
combat groundfighting. Color, 
approx. 90 min., VHS only. $39.95 

THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is tile mother of all revenge 
books! You'd have to buy more 
than 25 books to get all tile wit and 
wisdom contained in this compila
tion from the best of Paiadin's 
revenge books. Don't be fooled by 
cheap imitators that claim to know 
how to get even. Paladin is still your 
revenge source wllen you need to 
even tile score with nosy neigh
bors, bungling bureaucrats, snarly 
cler1<s or other pests. For entertain
ment fJIJrposes only. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $15.00 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1 ·800·392·2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
The Tactical 1911 . . . .. ..... .. . . .. . . .... . . . .. $20.00 
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Kukri Kudos 

Thank you for an 
interesting and informa
tive piece. Good to know 
that the old kukri is alive 
and cutting in the U.S. 
However, I wou ld like to 
draw your attention to 

certain aspects of the article: To be precise, 
a Havildar wears the three stripes of a 
sergeant, is an NCO, but is not authori,zed a 
salute. A kukri instructor would have been 
a Naik, a corporal with two stripes. Form of 
address stiLI used by troops in the Pakistan 
and Indian army is ustad-ji, which means 
"o' my teacher." An officer in a combat unit 
of these two profess ional armies will still 
address a naik by the term ustad, without 
the respectful ji suffix. 

Your article says "members of the infil-

tration team put aside their . .. rifles." No 
soldiers of the Indian subcontinent, who are 
recruited from martial tribes and castes 
older than the mythified samurai, would lay 
aside their rifles. They would sling them 
crosswise across their backs. What do you 
think happens in the famous "kukri 
charges" of Gurkha regiments? Two compa
nies lay aside their rifles, charge the enemy, 
then go back, gather them up and prepare to 
face a counterattack, which is standard 
infantry drill? 

Gurkhas still serve in the Indian army, 
and there are a few million of them in India, 
many demanding an independent Gorkha
land! Nepali and Gorkha are not synonyms. 
There are also Gurkhas serving in 
Singapore and Brunei, although during my 
service with the French Foreign Legion, I 
did not meet any of them. As an officer in 
the Pakistan army, I found them as compe-

-

tent adversaries as Sikhs, Jats, Dogras, 
Rajputs, Garhewalis and Maharathas. 

Field Marshal Slim 's book Defeat Into 
Victory gives a good account of the dare
devil exploits of all these exotic tribes 
recruited by the British who faithfully fol
lowed their officers in whichever direction 
they led them to honor their contracts. 
Philip P. Masson's (Oxford scholar and 
Secretary of the Chiefs of Staff Committee 
during WWII) A Matter of Honor is also an 
interesting book on the indigenous martial 
practices of the Indian warrior class which 
were incorporated within regimental train
ing of the British Indian Army - usually by 
Naiks and not Havildars. 

And, by the way, a .lemadar is not a 
Lieutenant; it is the rank roughly equivalent 

Continued on page 10 

DOUBLE EAGLE 
Military-Style Goggle 

EAGLE SPIRIT STRIKE EAGLE AMERICAN EAGLE 
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• Great for Nighttime Navigation 
• Hands-Free Operation; Headstrap 

Included 
• Stereoscopic Vision Provides 

Depth Perception 

• As Low As $1,995 

Night Weapon Sight 

• Perfect for Hunting Nocturnal 
Vannints 

• Weaver Adapter Included 
• Adjustable Elevation and 

Windage 

• As Low As $995 

Day/Night Weapon Aimer 

• Daylight, Red-Dot Aiming 
• Weaver Adapter Included 
• Night Vision Laser Aiming to 

1,000 Meters 
• Shown with Optional 3X Lens 

• As Low As $1,695 

The "Original" Pocketscope 

• Excellent for Surveillance and 
Photography 

• Hand-Held/Camera Adaptable 
• Lens Options Allow Long & 

Short Range Photos & Video 

• As Low As $1,295 
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FIBER-OPTIC ... .,.!~~:.;~b,, 
Just l99,9s 

BREAKTHROUGH 
FIBER-OPTIC INSPECTION TOOL 

Thousands Of Uses 
• Private Eyes • Electricians • Plumbers • Security • 
• See Through Key Holes And Under Doors • Carpenters • 
• Pest Control • Police• Mechanics • Personal Protection 

Explore like a surgeon, Sending your eyes deeper and 
deeper down a fiber-optic tunnel. See all that was 
hidden restricted from view. Inside the cable 35,000 
optical fibers are bundled together, each microscopic fiber 
responsible for one pixel of the image. These 35,000 
optical pixels produce a fantastically precise image. The 
scope responds like a surgical device: one hand 
operation, adjustable focus, internal light source, sealed 
Schott Glass lens, submersible 18" cable bends in every 
direction. A tool lovers "must have"! Pure quality at a 
breakthrough price. Manufactures lifetime warranty. 
ORDER #FO $199.95 and $8.00 shipping. 
Save: Order 2 for $370.00 and $10.00 shipping. 

A new way to bundle microscopic fibers has 
dramatically lowered our cost of production. 
Before our breakthrough a fiberoptic scope 
with these features sold for $2000.00 or more. 

See Behind Dry Wall, 
Inside Air Ducts 
&Vents 

Pressure 
activated 

light switch 
has powerful 

lamp. 

Cable fits easily into openings 
as small as 3/8 inch. 

INVESTIGATORS 
Never walk through 

a door without 
knowing what's on 

the other side. 

High 
Resolution 
Lens With 
Wide Field 
Of View 

Durable 
Custom 
Storage 

Case 

18lnch 
Flexible 

Cable Stays 
In Place 

Real high-tech 
know how. Made in the 

USA. Works anywhere. Wide 
field of view with adjustable focus. 

Snake Your Way 
Through Engine 
Blocks 

Powerful lamp illuminates dark crevices, 
you can clearly see very small objects. 

Sealed lens and submersible cable. Look down 
drains, inside engines, behind walls, under doors, 

behind cabinets, instrument panels, hundreds of inaccessible 
places. Look First - save hours of hard work: "Do I really need 

to tear down that part, is this the right spot to break through the wall?" 
You'll find countless uses for this amazing new tool! Requires 2 "AA" Batteries r---------------------------Mail coupon with check, money ORDER #FO $199.95 and ss.oo shipping. Order Toll Free 

I order or credit card information to: Save: Order 2 for $370.00 and $10.00 shipping. 1-800-821-5157 

I DutchGuard Dept. SOF 
I P.O. Box 411687 

©1998 Kansas City, MO 64141 
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There are times when your 
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gear must not be an issue ... 



to that of a Warrant Officer, which carried a 
few more frills in the British days. Today, a 
Jernadar is called a subadar in all units 
except the cavalry, in which his rank is 
Risaldar. These two ranks are part of the 
structure cal led JC Os: Junior Commis
sioned Officers, who used to be called 
VCOs (Viceroy's Commissioned Officers) 
in the good old days. Even the Head of State 
of India or Pakistan has to address him as 
Sahib, much as an Adjutant of the French 
Foreign Legion would be addressed as Mon 
Adjutant, even by the president of the 
Republic. 

Yours fai thfully, 

A. Gi ll , Ph.D. 
Grenoble, France 

NAA Guardian 
I just read Peter 

Kokalis' excellent review 
of the NAA Guardian 
pistol in your September 
issue. I looked that gun 
over at the '98 SHOT 
Show and it is indeed an 

outstanding li ttle pistol, albeit a little 
pricey for what is bas ically a DAO capgun 
mechanism. 

What puzzles me, however, is Mr. 
Kokalis ' condemnation of the Seecamp 
LWS, of which the NAA Guardian is a vir-

tual clone. Yes, there is a wa iting period 
if you want a handmade gun that costs 
$50 less than the presumably machine
made NAA Guardian. And the Seecamp 
does have a European-style butt-mounted 
magazine release .. . not really a facto r in 
a last-ditch, up-cl ose weapon. Is the 
Seecamp difficult to disassemble? Not if 
you own a paper c lip. 

The Seecamp 's lack of s ights is a 
non-issue . I regul arly practice w ith 
mine, and I can predictably hit the 9x LO" 
center area of an NRA TQ-15 s ilhouette 
target within a 7-yard distance. More to 
the point is the late Louis Seecamp 's 
reported reply when questioned about 
his "s ightless" pi stol: "For Chri sake, 
you stick it up thei r nose and pull the 
trigger! " 

I agree in principle with Mr. Kokalis 
that the NAA Guardian should be a back
up only. In the scorching desert south
west, however, where shorts and a polo 
shirt are appropriate most of the year, it 's 
rather difficult to concea l anything much 
larger than one of these pint-size guns. 
Sure, I 'd prefer to pack a Para-Ordnance 
Pl 2 .45 , but it 's not going to happen 
w ithout attracting unwanted attention. 

Sincerely, 

Leo S. Kidd 
Green Valley, Ariz. 

CZ combines European 
craftsmanship with American 
styling to give you premium gun 
pe.rformance at very competitive " 
pnces. 
• High-tech, lightweight Polymer design 
• Precision accuracy 
• Rugged, dependable MIL-SPEC quality CZ l 00 
• Triple redundancy safety devices 
• Double action only .40 S&W 9 mm 

• Loaded chamber indicator 

Contact CZ-USA or yo11r local CZ dealer for free li1erac11re. 
Ph: 913-321-1811 Fax: 913-321-2251 email: czusa@gvi.net 

P.O. Box 171073, Kansas City, Kansas 66 117-0073 

CNN, Clinton, et al. 

I heard it first on the radio and TV and I 
always suspect what I hear from the liberal 
journalist society elitists. Now I've read 
your article and decided to visit your web 
site today and discovered CNN's Atlanta 
phone number. Of course I called them right 
away to see if Arnett had been fired. They 
transferred me to a woman who apparently 
has been ass igned to answer Arnett 
inquiries. She was short and rude (but I 
don ' t wear my feelings on my shoulder) and 
said "he is under strict reprimand," whatev
er that means, and I asked if he had been 
fired or ifthere were intentions of firing him 
after an investigation was completed and he 
was proven to have reported mis leading 
information or plain lied. Needless to say, 
she hung up on me before I could inquire 
more about CNN's intent. 

I am a veteran and continue to serve 
proudly as a reserv ist. I study my oath of 
en listment on a regular basis and continue 
to read my Code of Conduct and wonder, 
why do I continue to serve under a ly ing, 
deceitfu l, spineless coward like Bill 
Clinton? 

I continue by reassuring myself, I'm 
sworn to support and defend the 
Constitution against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic. I have no obligation to pro
tect public servants, including the president; 
only to obey the lawful orders of the presi
dent and the officers appointed over me 



Do not let this happen to YOU ! ! ! 
You mustn't get caught- NEW FOR 98 

"Naked, Stripped Of All That I Had! Totally 
Vulnerable Everything Was Hanging Out 

I had over 300 street-fights in 20 years. After seeing 15 minutes of his Lethal System 
I realized how stupid I was in the past and how close I came to death. I felt naked! 

Y
ou feel that naked, when after 20 years of street
fighting plus Judo, Karate and Kung-Fu have 
fai led to show you the truth. Let me tell you 

buddy, when you have a little age on your butt and there 
are four Gang-Bangers shoving you around and making 
rude gestures at your wife, you want to act. Look, I didn't 
care about getting pushed but if they touched my wife I 
was in the game. Only this is no game. There's four 
scumbags with weapons moving all around me. I can 
take one out with a kick. But by the time my foot comes 
down, two of them will stab me in the back. If I body
tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke him 
out, the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be 
helpless as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren't Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. 
Not even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I 
was lucky they weren 't out for blood. They just wanted 
to intimidate me. 1 was damn angry. Not at what hap
pened. Hell, my ego wasn't the deal. Staying alive was! I 
just realized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars 
(not to mention the years) to learn what only works in a 
ring or a cage with referees and men that think they can 
street-fight. Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken 
bottle or knife but they never real ly know what they're 
doing. Look, let's just stop here, if you've read this far 
you're probably one Tough SOB like me, if you're not, 
fil2I! reading this information. It 's not for the weak-willed 
who have to get drunk to get up the guts to have a slap 
fight. It 's for l'.Q!! real men that want to know the TRUTH 
about lethal fighting skills. I knew that after 5 minutes of 
watching Jerry Peterson's lethal SCARS* system he was 
nothing short of revolutionary. He'll change your mind 
about power and fear. I don't know if you believe in a 
God but Jerry must be talking to him. There's just no 
other answer to how he solves complex fighting prob
lems. Jerry says, "It's in the math but it doesn't hurt to 
have God on your side." Don't make the mistake I did in 
'93, the first time I read about this system, "Thinking 
how could it be true?" 

This Guy Is ''Nothing But Hype" 
Wrong, the documentation is there. The government 

backs it up. He's taught, developed and standardized 
combat schools for the SEALS and other Special 
Operations Forces not just in the US but also with N/IJ'O 
groups. 

Ask Yourself, "Can I Handle The Truth?" 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jerry Peterson's SCARS was demonstrated on a 
secure military base, in true combat fashion, to no less 
than the US Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star 
General, plus the Secretary of the Navy and powerful 
Co11gressio11al Leaders. They all watched in total ar1iaze
ment as the SEAL's executed fighting skills never before 
seen, absolutely flawless on every combat action they 
took using guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fight
ing and most impressively their bare hands. SCARS 
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never failed them and it will never fail YOU!!! 
If That Doesn' t 

Blow Your Mind This Will 
You can bet your life on this man's credibility, 

30,000 other professional men have. You can't waste one 
more day learning a sport system that has counters to 
every move. With SCARS you're 1111defeatable! Look, 
do you think Jerry could have achieved his renown credi
bility if the secret SCARS science of lethal combat could 
be countered. Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson 
is the one civilian in the history of the USA to have 
accomplished such professional credibility. I challenge 
you to find one individual that has ever gotten their fight
ing system to be reviewed by such powerful leaders al 
the same time. Of course, to make it more unfair, also get 
the official stamp of approval for implementing their sys
tem as required training for the US mili tary. Want to 
check this out? Here is just one of the official course 
numbers K-431 -0096, check it out with the Navy. l did, 
boy was I impressed when they gave me the list of what 
this guy has done. It only took me six months. Damned 
bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 
Jerry Peterson's SCARS project is the only system 

ever to pass all the combat requirements of the United 
States Defense Department. Then to go one better he 
raised that standard and personally trained the elite Navy 
SEALS, some made it, some didn't. But those that did 
today hold the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of sub
ject matter experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand
to-weapon combat. By the way, this qualification 
becomes part of their official military records. In fact, 
there would be no experts if Jerry Peterson did not 
license tl1e SCARS-Combat Fighting Course to the 
Navy. Are you getting the picture? Don't wait as I did. 
Don't be fooled by the follower's .. . 

You Know The 'Little Men' 
Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military 'gurus' 

and some street-fighters have been following Jerry mak
ing clever claims, if you read be11Vee11 the lines there~ 
11othing bur ambiguous claims and self give11 titles. Have 
you noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 
Hey, just ask those 'little men' that talk big about what 
they've actually done. Yep, he can talk the talk. Hell, he 
should, he's listened to real combat soldiers stories for 
years, but he just never quite got there himself. Hey 
Lew? Truth is a bitch! Frank how was tliat war in 
Panama, waiting at the air strip is really scary. Oh! Glad 
to see TRS is back with t11e fighter-of-the-month club. 
Hey, what happened to the oilier 5 or so "one-of-a-kind" 
"never can be beaten" fighter who all had similar 
stories? OOPS! 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 
This is what you' ll find out. Don 't wait. Let go of the 

past and learn the cience of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I'm jumping ahead let 
me explain why the martial arts can 't and won' t get tl1e 
official documentation. First the system has to be univer
sal to all men. This means that I 00 men go in. One-hun
dred men come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB 
(close quarters battle). To prove that the government must 

test, and test SCARS they did, for over five years in real 
field conditions, on all terrains, including water with real 
weapons and in real conflicts. I'm not going to get into all 
the government testing, that wi ll take forever. Plus there 
are some we can 't talk about. But in all those years 
SCARS never failed EVER!! And that's why it's still the 
standard. 

In Fact SCARS Set "New Standards" ... 
for hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and 

much more. SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement 
community by storm. The summer Olympics Special 
Security team was required to take our IQS- 1 Series just 
to qualify to get on the team and YOU can have that same 
knowledge and training. This is your once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to become undefeatable (with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS Professional Fighting System. 
Why? 

Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 
SCARS will not fail l'.Q!!. That's why the US Navy 

SEAL's, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but 
lethal, system to save lives. You will know it works after 
seeing Jerry's powerful unbelievably easy to learn video 
tapes. Look, you' ll receive more knowledge in one hour 
from Jerry Peterson's videos on fighting tl1an two decades 
of so-called 'Secret' Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry's revo
lutionary training method of Gestalt, it won't take you 
years, months, weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of 
watching you will easily handle any bad guy that comes 
your way!!! I can't tell you the 'god-like' power you get 
from the truth of this system! 

I'm Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It's 'Embarrassing'. 

You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he 
says. Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you 
based your manhood on, he is telling you and showing the 
cold logic of the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive 
action and replacing it with brutal science of combat. Be 
prepared, it's brutal. The foundation of SCARS is solely 
mathematical, it follows that the results are absolute, and 
not emotionally motivated. To a layman it will seem to be 
quite brutal. However this is pure science of human move
ment for the purpose of protecting your life. Since it is 
science, every move in every lesson seamlessly adapts to 
all modem and ancient weapons. You never waste time 
learning useless punching and kicking or grappling moves 
that DON'T work with weapons. With Jerry's system you 
can take the weapon out and you' re still a lethal fighter. 
SEALS using SCARS have never been beaten. Now is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry's-

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 

Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1-800-827-1239 
24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
report. International , call 602-437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find 
out how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 
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according to the regulations and the UCMJ. 
When a citizen or public servant com

mits an act of treason, he/she has placed 
their existence in jeopardy by becoming a 
domestic enemy of the Constitution of the 
United States and, consequently, the enemy 
of every Soldier, Marine, Airman and Sailor 
due the obligation their sworn oath of enlist
ment has placed them under. 

Two hundred years ago, it was political
ly correct to call it like it is and hang the 
traitor by the neck from the nearest tree. 

Name Withheld by request 

Alphin Advocate 

Had my late husband, 
the noted American author 
on African big-game hunt
ing and safaris, been alive 
today he would have been 
appalled at the treatment 
meted out to Art Alphin, 

CEO of the A-Square Company at the hands 
of the BATE I am writing this letter to 
applaud you for your recent coverage of this 
hugely distressing situation and to support 
Art Alphin, a long-time friend. 

Art has done a great deal for the interna
tional hunting fraternity, according my hus
band the ultimate honor when the .470 
Capstick was created and then field -tested 
during a buffalo hunt in Botswana in 1990. 
We have known Art for years. He has been 
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a frequent guest in our home here and has 
always been fiercely proud of his American 
heritage and the years as an officer in the 
U.S. Military. He has legions of friends and 
admirers in the safari industry who are all 
equally appalled at how someone of his 
standing, including his wife, could have 
been subjected to such crude and vicious 
treatment in the name of the law. 

Something is wrong and I hope your 
exposure of Art 's trauma helps concentrate 
minds to set the record straight and clear the 
name of our friend . 

Yours sincerely, 

Fiona Capstick 
Pretoria, South Africa 

The Enemy Within? 

As commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, President Clinton must do 
what many other soldiers caught in his 
predicament have been forced to do, leave 
for the good of the service. For him not to 
do so is a slap in the face of every service 
member who obeys the rules governing 
his/her conduct. 

While the commander-in-chief is not 
obligated to abide by the laws of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ), 
he should not be above those laws either. 

President Clinton has committed adul
tery (again) and lied to the American public 

(again). While he and Monica were carrying 
on, men and women under his command 
were being removed from the military for 
the same offense. 

Our sons and daughters in uniform 
deserve a commander-in-chief whom they 
can respect and who respects their courage 
and commitment in return. Instead they 
have a commander who is a liar, a cheat and 
a hypocrite. They have a boss who has said 
he loathes the military. 

The enemy is closer than we think. 

Sgt. Maj . George S. Kulas , USA (Ret.) 

Your points are well taken, Top. 
Consider also how Clinton's legal counsel 
explored the possibility of the seeking shel
ter from the Jones lawsuit in the Soldier's 
and Seaman's Relief Act, since he was 
"Commander In Chief' on active duty and 
could not be sued. In the Monica Mattei; a 
military court would also consider such 
aggravating circumstances as the difference 
in rank between the do-ee and do-e1; that 
the dalliance was carried on in the work
place and on "company time," and that he 
continued to lie about it until his lies were 
exposed. But sexual debauchery and patent 
dishonesty are only the tip of the iceberg. 
Beyond impeachable offenses such as per
jury, there may well be treasonous offenses 
worth a hanging in wartime- but we'd set
tle for an impeachment-type national 
housecleaning. ~ 
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These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files , so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 
2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Annor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 ':' 
Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, MlGarnnd, MK19, AK-47, Sten 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

MEDICS $14.95 * 
Includes FMS-230 Medical Specialist, FMS-36 Aidmans Me~_ttl Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-ll First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, i'litlC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 

SPEC OPS $14.95 * 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP ©ps, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Milita!'Y Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 ,,, 
Hockesssin, DE 19707 

Pathfinder manuals; Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 

and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-3-21-2974 
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Tobacco Bill 

The Clinton presidency has ruined much that was sacred in 
American culture. Nine-year-old children know about adu ltery now, 
and all hope is lost of any American child growing up with innocent 
perceptions about truthful mommies, daddies - and presidents. 

Cl in ton has destroyed the nation's hi gh work-place standards, in 
which women thought they were legaUy protected from the casting 
couch. The Clinton/Lewinsky affair has made it perfectly clear the 
way to sk ip all layers of bureaucracy, and soar sD·aight to the top in 
the workplace, is to offer sexual favors to the man-in-charge. Short 
of impeachment, C linton will prove the man-in-charge has little to 
lose fo r accepting such favors. 

The affair has done irreparable damage to the military, which has 
traditionally held soldiers to high standards that set examples for 
civilians. But with the commander-in-chief's careless, lurid sex , has 
come the official re laxing of standards regarding extra-marital 
affairs among the troops. 

With the official release of the Starr report, another American 
institution was soi led: the c igar. 

America 's economy was largely fo unded on tobacco. Modern 
cultu ra l and political icons around the g lobe, Ji ving and dead, are 
fondly remembered with cigars in their mouths. Some inc lude: 
George Burns; Generals George Patton and Ulysses S. Grant; 
Winston Churchill; Mark Twain; Rudyard Kipling; Demi Moore 
and an array of modern pop stars who 've appeared on the cover of 
Cigar Aficionado magazine. 

None of these people have done anything but contribute to the 
mystique of the cigar. The c igar, in return , has played a sign ificant 
and flattering ro le in developing their legendary personas . 

The cigar began a comeback in America in the early '90s, around 
the time Clinton took office. C linton's cigar smoki ng, although an 
affront to anti-tobacco zealots, was well-perceived by the electorate. 
It gave him character and class, while lending that common man 
look so important to all politicians. 

Then Monica Lewinsky had her way with it a part of an Oval 
Office sex act , described in lurid detail in Ken Starr 's report to con
gress . Folks in the cigar industry are trying to keep their humor 
about it, while quietly hoping the high-profi le cigar desecration 
doesn't taint their product's noble, high-brow image. 

"I hope it has s ignificant ramifications on the image of Bill 
Clinton, not the cigar," says Jim Denton, who owns the Internet's 
premiere cigar shopping mall at www.cigar.com. 

Denton says Clinton disavowed cigar smok ing several years 
ago, to make a statement aga inst tobacco . Now, he fears , the feel of 
a cigar may inevitably conjure images of Clinton making mockery 
of the presidency on federal property. 

"Clinton is one big hypocrite," Denton says. "He publicly gave 
up cigar smok ing to appease the anti-tobacco people. He brought 
attention to the cigar, then made it a non-smoking White House so 
he cou ld send an anti-tobacco message to kids. And then he keeps 
this humidor of cigars around for kinky sex. 

"It's just another example of him using children for his political 
ga in . If he were concerned about children, he would resign. He 
wou ldn 't be trying to send a message to all children that it 's okay to 
cheat on your wife and perform kinky sex acts on the job." 

John Willette, a national c igar di stributor in the Washington, 
D.C., area, is known as the "Cigar Guy. " He supports Clinton 's 
presidency, and hopes the Lewinsky affair won't result in impeach
ment. But the cigar thing bugs him. 

"I just can ' t imaging treating a good cigar that way," says the 
Cigar Guy, who sell s cigars by phone at 1-888-577-5717 . 

Willett says callers these days always want to talk about the 
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president's cigar. Some want to know which cigars are best for 
kinky sex. It upsets him a bit. He's seen the actions of one president 
and his bimbo turn the c igar into trailer-trash joke fodder. 

"The funny thing is, several cigar companies call their longest, 
fattest cigar the 'Presidente, "' Willett says. "It seems like the cigar 
companies kind of figured." 

Cigar dealers say they won 't be surprised if tobacco companies 
soon add the "Clinton" and "Monica" to their lines of "Emper
ados," "Presidentes" and "Churchills." 

Drugs Are Next 

If nothing else, revelations in the Lewinsky affai r have made one 
thing perfectly clear: Bill Clinton is a liar. 

With being a liar comes complete lack of cred ibility and believ
ability. Until now, Clinton's entire presidency has hinged on benefit 
of the doubt. Americans have chosen to believe Clinton's denials of 
countless rumors about drugs, affairs and crimes of all sorts. 

The benefit of the doubt has worn too thin. The genie is out of 
the bott le and she ain ' t goi ng back in . 

With thi s in mind , expect confirmation soon that Clinton has a 
hi story of abusing hard drugs. Those who have told of his cocaine 
habit have more credibility today than the president they ' re telling 
on. In vestors Business Daily points out the following: 

• Sally Perdue, former Miss Arkansas and Little Rock ta lk show 
host, said she had an extended affair with Clinton while he was gov
ernor. In 1983, she told the London Sunday Telegraph Clinton once 
came to her house with a bag full of cocaine. "He had all the equip- _ 
ment laid out, like a real pro," she sa id . 

• Gennifer Flowers says she saw Clinton smoke marijuana and 
carry joints with him when he first began visiting her in 1977. 

• Two Arkansas state troopers have sworn under oath that they 
have seen Clinton " under the influence" of drugs when he was gov
ernor. Unlike Clinton, the troopers have no known history of lying 
under oath. 

•Sharlene Wilson, a bartender serving time for drug crimes, told 
a federal grand jury she saw Clinton and his younger brother snort 
cocai ne in 1979. Unlike Clinton, Wil son has no known history of 
lying under oath. 

• Jack McCoy, a Democratic state representative and Clinton sup
porters, told the Sunday Telegraph he cou ld "remember going into the 
governor 's conference room once and it reeked of marijuana." 

• Historian Roger Morris quotes several law-enforcement offi
cials who say they have seen and know of Clinton 's drug use. 

• Roger Clinton , in a videotape made by narcotics officers in 
1983-84, said during a cocaine buy: "Got to get some for my broth
er. He 's got a nose li ke a vacuum cleaner. 

• One-time apartment manager Jane Parks claims in 1984 she 
could hear Bill and Roger Clinton, in a room adjoining hers, dis
cussing the quality of drugs they were taking. 

And on, and on, and on. Clinton is an established, well-known, 
admitted li ar. He's l ied to millions at a time, and he 's lied under 
oath. The crowd of people who say they know of Clinton's drug use 
have no known history of lying at all , much less under oath. 

If they're lying, it 's among the best-orchestrated conspiracies of 
modem time. Chances are good this president's a junkie. 

www.resignow.com 
Want to keep apprised of the latest? If so, don't count on the 

media filters. Find out for yourself at www.resignow.com - the 
unabridged Web site for developing Clinton scandals. ~ 
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Not your father's Hummer: DoD has a program to field hybrid 
{fuel/electric) vehicles, and the Air Force in particular has plans 
to put some 8,000 hybrids in service. This hybrid Hummer was 
photo'd at a technology demonstration held at Universal Studios 
Florida, in Orlando. 

Russia To Repair Angolan Weapons 
Russia and Angola have concluded an agreement whereby they 

will establish a join venture to maintain and repair Soviet-made 
weapons now in Angola. Rosvoorouzhen.ie, Russia 's principal airns 
dealer, announced that Russia will set up a service center for the 
Angolan armed forces. Kommersant Daily quoted a source privy to 
the Russian arms exports establishment as stating Angola will pay 
some $80 million during the first stage of repairs. As a cli.ent of 
Soviet arms largess during the Colt War, Angola is still awash in 
Warsaw Pact weapons. 

Aideed Update 
Hussein Aideed, leader of one of Somalia 's four political fac-

tions, recently told Nairobi's Sunday Nation that he would accept 
.ID defeat if beaten in a democratic election in Somalia. Aideed was in 
~ .c Nairobi with three other leaders from the Banadir region of Somalia 
';. to meet with President Moi in Nakuru. Despite being the son and 
£ political heir of deceased Somali warlord Mohamed Farrah Aideed, 

Hussein refuted the notion he is also a warlord, saying "If like my 
father you rise up against a dictator like (S iad) Barre, are you a war
lord or a freedom fighter and liberator?" 

After his father died following injuries during clan fighting, 
Hussein Aideed, 36, was named his successor. His election was 

Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! ALSO AVAILABlE 

16 

Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 
12 Weeks to BUDIS Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want to be a 
NA VY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one ... you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules ... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUDIS. 
It really works! 

Call Now! 

Tho Official 
Training lloot 
ol' l:lle 
HS Navy 
SEALs 

If you want to train like a SEAL .. 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALS in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball , too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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fraught with controversy, with moderates calling for peace who 
were concerned he would continue hjs father's warlike policies, 
wh ile conservatives among hi s own clan doubted the allegiance of 
Hussein Aideed, who is a former U.S. Marine and who served with 
the U.S . forces in Somalia as a trans lator. His suitability for leader
ship has also been questioned: Soon after his ri se to power, an 
anonymous African aid agency offici al was quoted in the Western 
press as saying "He may not be a thug, but he 's a grunt." 

At his father 's deathbed, Hussein Aideed claimed, "Just before 
he died he beseeched me not to avenge his killing but to continue 
fighting for a united Somali nation. " Aideed, blaming the chaos in 
Somalia on interference from the West and Said Ban-e's 2 1-years of 
tyrannical rule, wants other African states to support his country and 
help repair the damage of nearly a decade of c ivil strife. 

Aideed stated his belief the Somali people are tired of war and 
that the desire for national reconciliation is increasing daily. It 
remains to be seen just how close the four factional leaders have 
become or what chances Aideed, be he warlord or politician, has of 
leading Somalia out of ruin and back into the 20th Century. In both 
instances, only time will tell. - Rob Kroll 

Autauga Arms: Pocket Pistol Update 
Soldier Of Fortune magazine was recently sent an Autauga Arms 

Mark II .32 ACP for test and evaluation. When matched with small
framed , pocket-sized handguns, this caliber can meet the require
ments for a backup pistol. 

on the left grip. It operates 
by pulling it to the rear, 
and functioned without 
fa ilure. 

A letter accompanied 
the weapon stating, "We 
recommend Winchester 
Silvertip .32 cartridges, 
however we have had suc
cess with other manufac
turer 's ammo." In our test
ing we found this to be 

The Autauga Anns Mark II (Autauga Aims, lnc., Dept. SOF, Pratt 
Plaza Mall, Suite 13, Prattville, AL 36067-5734) Literally fits into the 
palm of your hand. It measures 4!4 inches in overall length, and has a 
height of 3lt inches. Ban-el length is 2!4 inches and weight, unloaded 
is l 3 oz. This weapon operates by means of unlocked blowback with 
the recoil spring below the ban-el and offset to the right. The fixed 
sights are quite visible and the double-action-only trigger was unusu
ally smooth. The magazine catch is a crescent shaped button located 

true. We had no stoppages with Hornady 's factory 60 grain XTP 
rou nd, or Speer's Gold Dot hollow-point ammo. - Dwight Swift 

Continued on page 20 

First the P-11 Pistol. Now the SUB-9 Rifle 

The SUB-9 is a semi- automati c rifle for 
the 9 mm Luger canridge. By changing 
the grip assembly the SUB- 9 will accept 
most double column high cap-acity 
handgun magazines. 

By rotating the barrel the SUB- 9 can 
instantly be reduced to a size of 16 x 7 
inches.The reappli cation of the barrel 
lO shooting position can be achieved in 
less than a second. 
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The P-11 is a semi-automatic. locked 
breed1 pistol in 9 mm Luger. DJuble 
ACLion O"!ly. it is sti ll the smallest and 
lightest full capaci ty 9 mm ever made. 

Manv accessories a1-e now a\·ailable: 
Belt clip, Tritium sights, tri gger shoe. grip 
and magazine extensions. 

~aa~ 
~===a~ 

Owned Made Parts 

KEL-TEC CNC 1 NC 
PO BOX 3-+27 
cx:x:D-\ FL 3292-+- 3-+27 

Phone -+07-63 1-0068 
Fax -+07- 63 1-11 69 
E: aimkel rec@.·aol.com 
\ Veb: www .kel-rec.com 
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We give you the 
real story. Thrilling 
conquests and 
brutal defeats. 
Inspiring heroes 
and cunning 
enemies.· Brilliant 

$29.95 strategies and thwarted 
......... ~....-..--. missions. All the drama and passion 

of combat unfolds with vivid details 
and lucid insights. Whether you're a 
veteran, student or military enthusiast, 
The Military Book Club® puts you 
in the field. Sign up today! 

4077+ $15.00 0117+ $17.95x 3434 $23.00 2410 $29.95 3111+ $14.95x 1180 

' 
I ' I 
-.mi11m•u:rt•••~ 

4127 $11.95x 1651 

$16.95x 4762+ 

$19.95x 2808 

7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Joining is easy. Just Choose 4 books for 98e. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when mem
bership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you 're not happy with your 4 books, return them within 1 O days at our expense. Your membership will 
be canceled; you 'll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 40% off publishers' hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at our regular low Club prices dur
ing your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce 
your membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you up to 17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens 
of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size 
to fit speci al presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a year with super selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk free. Featured Book Selections are sent 
to you automatically. To cancel-or order other books- simply send your Member Reply Form by mail or contact our Web site by the marked date. Shipping and 
handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to each order. You 'll always have 1 O days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and unwanted books 
arrive, please return them at our expense. 7. Easy ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site: www.M1urARYBooKCLus.com 0736 
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1149+ $21.95 4705 $19.95x 4770 $29.95 3871+ $39.95 

!EM 1 3fhSfi<!il 1,11119;;;;,;j 

fl.AMMPANZER 

ona 

0489 $22.95 0661-9999# $29.95 2477++ $24.95 0174 

2725 $19.95x 0372+ $21.95 2758 $16.95x 2865 $10.95 
# Counts as 2 choices + Sottcover ++ Action 
x Special edition exclusively for Club members 

Prices shown are for publishers' hardcover editions. 
Club hardcover editions save you up to 40%. 

Prices shown were current at press time. 
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0736 

r=~--------... -------------------, 
MAIL TO: The Military Book Club Please write book 

6550 East 30th Street numbers here: 

EIOOI< C::LUEI' ** 

www.MilitaryBookGlub.com 

P.O. Box 6357 
Indianapolis, IN 
46206-6357 

0 YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the 
risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS 
I've indicated. Bill me just 98¢, plus shipping and handling. 

SAVE EVEN MOREi Send me this book now and (write book number) 
reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me an \ \ \ 
added $4.99, plus shipping and handling. 
(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) PS188 

Mr./Mrs. 

96 

Miss/Ms. ________ ...... -~---------

42 
If you selec a book that 

counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of boxes 

and 9999 in the next. 

Address _________________ Apt. ____ _ 

City ______________ State ___ ZIP ____ _ 

Telephone, please( ___ ) ________________ _ 
Members accepted in U.S.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 

L---------------------------~~~1£.8~ 
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Quotable Quote 
"It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given us freedom of 

press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us freedom of 
speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has given us 
the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier who salutes the flag, 
who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the flag 
who allows the protesters to burn the flag." 

-Father Denis Edward O'Brien, U.S. Marine Corps 

Wheaties 1 N' Meat! 
Despite the protests of People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals, General Mills, the makers of Wheaties "the breakfast of 
champions," will carry on with their plan to put champion fisher
man Denny Brauer on the next Wheaties box. Brauer won the Bass 
Anglers Sportsman Society Masters Classic in High Point, North 
Carolina, claiming a record $1.35 million purse - and a place on 
the Wheaties box with other sports champions. 

Pi tiful PETA protested, saying, "Anglers have no place next to 
real sportsmen like Michael Jordan and Tiger Woods, who better 
represent the breakfast of champions." General Mills spokesman 
Jack Sheehan said the company respects the right of PETA to 
express their views. But Brauer will be on the box. 

Buy A Burp-Gun Business 
Auto-Ordnance Corporation, manufacturer of the legendary 

Thompson Submachine Gun has been offered for sale by its parent 
company, Gun Parts Corporation of West Hurley, New York. 
"Despite continued demand for the Thompson 'Tommy Gun' and 
1911Al .45 pistol lines, Gun Parts Corporation will concentrate 
corporate resources on our core mail order business and other ven
tures in development," stated Bob K.ravis, director of marketing. 
"ALI operations will continue as usual while we seek a buyer," he 
added. Interested principals may contact K.ravis at 225 Williams 
Lane, West Hurley, NY 12491 ; phone: 914-679-3355, ext. 283; or 
via fax: 914-679-6132. 

What Makes Ivan Mad 
In case you wondered, here, courtesy of Amnesty International, 

is a selection of Russian criminal code violations that can carry a 
death sentence: 

Treason (Article 64), Espionage (Article 65), Terrorist Act 
(Article 66), Terrorist Act Against Representative of Foreign State 
(Article 67), Sabotage (Article 68), Organization of EspecialJy 

...---------·- . :::::,:\. 
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Dangerous Crimes Aga inst the State (Article 72), Actions 
Describing the Work of Corrective Labor Institutions (Article 77-1), 
Counterfeiting (Article 87) , Premeditated Aggravated Murder 
(Article 102), Aggravated Rape (Article 1 17), Infringing the Life of 
a Militiaman (Article 191 -2), Aggravated Hijacking of an Aircraft 
(Article 213-2), Resisting a Superior or Compelling Him to Violate 
Official Duties (Article 240). 

Now you know. You have been warned. 

Toll-Free To Congress 
In case you wish to convey your wish that they fire the liar or 

make some other point to your elected representatives in 
Washington, there is a new 800 number for the U.S. Capitol switch
board: 1-800-504-0031. Be polite: Nobody listens to blockheads. 
Be brief: Nobody listens to windbags either. 

Co plink.com 
Calling itself "The Complete Resource for Law Enforcement on 

the Web," Coplink.com is now available, with total linkage to any
thing related to law enforcement. Coplink offers entertainment, 
research, automatic linkage of LE sites, LE e-zines, case studies, 
coupons, intriguing stories, travel, prize giveaways, products and 
services, interactive classified, subscription mail and other pass
word-protected services. The linkage to manufacturers, distributors 
and retailers alone is worth checking out. Hit on them at 

http://www.coplink.com 

Schiffner Military Museum 
Any time you find yourself in central Washington 

state, it 's worth the trip to Moses Lake and the award
winning Schiffner Military Museum; you should budget 
about three hours for the tour. Militaria and Washington 
police memorabilia of every type is on display, and the 
prize of the museum is George Schiffner's collection of 
.45 autos, no doubt one of the most extensive anywhere. 
The museum and its curators are first class in every 
respect. The museum is open 1100 to 1600 Tuesday 
through Saturday, and Sundays, evenings and holidays 
by appointment. To make reservations and for directions, 
phone 509-765-6374. 

Deadly Guns ... Or Doctors? 
According to a study by Dr. William Jarvis of the 

Center for Disease Prevention and Control, quoted in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, nosoco
mial infections (the ones you get from or while in insuf-
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fi ciently clean hospitals) are on the rise. 
There were 2 million such infections 
acquired in hospitals in 1995, and of those 
medical victims some 90,000 died (and you 
can bet your butt the hospital still billed the 
family). By compari on, that's more than 
two-and-a-half times all the gun-related 
deaths in the same period. Yes citizens, we 
must do something about shootings, as once 
shot, your odds of getting a dirty deadly 
infection from the sawbones is 250% more 
than getting a lethal gun shot in the first 
place. Hmmmm. 

In Your Sites 
Some web sites worth your perusal: 
http://www.sftt.org 
http://www.cmrLink.org/ 
http://www.backworth .com/ 
http://members.aol.com/rhongstad/news 

/milnews.htm 

Perceptive Old Byrd 
Virginia House Speaker Richard E. Byrd 

predicted in 1910 what would happen if a 
federal income tax became law: "A hand 
from Washington will be stretched out and 
placed upon every man's business; the eyes 
of the federal inspector wiU be in every 
man 's counting house .. . The law will of 
necessity have inquisical features, it will 
provide penalties, it wi ll create complicated 
machinery. Under it, men wi ll be hauled 
into courts distant from their homes. Heavy 
fines imposed by distant and unfamiliar tri
bunals will constantly menace the taxpayer. 
An army of federal inspectors, spies, and 
detectives will descend upon the state." 

100 Years Of Combat 
Auto Pistols 

We blew it: We missed a very important 
anniversary - the hundredth anniversary of 
the first use of an autoloading pistol in com
bat. The first authenticated use of a revolver 
in combat, probably somewhere between 
the 1836 Tex ian War of Independence or the 
1848 Mexican-American War, is shrouded 
in uncertainty and controversy. 

It i comforting to report that this is not 
the case for the semi-automatic pistol, 
where the details of time, place and persons 
are well es tablished : The date was 2 
September 1898. The place was the battle of 
Omdurman in Sudan. The occasion was the 
Anglo-Egyptian victory over the "Fuzzy
Wuzzies" of the Khalifa, then the ruler of 
Sudan. The specific tactical phase was the 
famou s charge of Her Majesty 's 21 st 
Lancers. The "trigger-operating nut" was a 
lieutenant of Cavalry named Win ton S. 
Churchill , who later made a name for him
self in journali sm and politics. The weapon 
was an early model of tl1e "broom-handle" 
Mauser pi stol in 7.63 caliber. It is reported 
that this specific pi stol is still in existence in 
a private collection , and that the last time it 
changed hands it went for a very large sum 
of money. - Alex McColl ~ 
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All SPRINGFIELD® PISTOLS 
NOW COME LOADED! 

Extended 
Thumb Safety Novak• 

Li9htwei9lr1 Patemed Loiv 
Delta' Profile Siglrrs From & Rear 

Cocking 
Serrations 

Hammer t 

Machine Bevelled 
Magwell 

Liglr1wei9/r1 
March Trr99er 

Expanding on i1s trademark for expenise and exceptional 
quality, Springfield has made a quantum leap with its new 
"Loaded' 1911 s. Springfield has iaken the experience ga ined 
from its FB I comran and now produces all of their 1911 
model pisrols with many of the same proprietary FBI features. 
Tl1e result is superb accuracy, depe ndabili ty and versat ili ty ... 

NOBODY'S 1911 CAN COMPETE WITH THE 
FEATURES, QUALITY, AND PRICE OF 
SPRINGFIELD'S "LOADED" 1911 .•. NOBODY! 
With uncomrro mising quali ty 
and workmanshi p, each 191 l 
pistol is hand-assembled and 
individually inspected by 
srring[ield's master gunsmi ths. 
All 1911 "Loaded" pistols are 
built to precise tolerances with 
anen1ion Lo detail you would 
expect [rom a custom shop. Wi th th is ki nd o[ built ·in va lue, 
you'll be amazed that it ca rries a standard price tag. 

LOAD IT UP! 
For a Limited time, Spri11g!ield's "Loaded" 
19 l Is will come with a Consumer Coupon 
worth hundreds oI dollars in savings on 
the most desirable accessories including 
magazines, holsters, scope mou01s, etc. 
See your retailer or contact 
Springfield Armory toda y. 

The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY .. 
Springfield Inc. • Dept. SOF • 420 Wost Main 51. • Genesco. IL 6t254 
Ph. 309/944-563 1 • Fax309/944-3676 • www.springficld·a rmory.com 

SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
·rhe Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter• 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
•Rare and scarce antiques. 
•American-Italian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 

A MUST (or ALL switchblade {ans! 
•Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos 
•Maintenance & repair tips 
•Free classified ads 
•The LATEST trends 
•Informative articles and features 

TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 
[$38. Foreign) for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

THE NEWSLilTER 
2269 Chestnut St., Suite 212-A 
San Francisco, CA 94123. USA 
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Required Reading for Machine Gunners 

German Automatic Weapons Of World War II 
by Robert Bruce. 1996. 128 pages with 237 color photos; Machine 
Guns Of World War I by Robert Bruce. 1997. 128 pages with 323 
color photos. Published by Windrow & Greene Ltd., 5 Gerrard 
Street, London W 1 V 7LT. Autographed copies available for $35 
each postpaid directly from the author: Robert Bruce Photography, 
P.O. Box 482SOF, Sandston , VA 23150. 

T hese are stunning books and belong on the bookshelf of 
everyone with an interest in automatic weaponry. The pho
tography is outstanding. German Automatic Weapons Of 

World War If discusses six weapon systems in explicit detail. There 
are chapters on the Mauser "Broomhandle" Schnellfeuer machine 
pistol , the MP40 submachine gun, the MG34 and MG42 GPMGs, 
the FG42 and the StG44 assault rifle. Each chapter covers history 
and development, loading, firing, field-stripping and conclusions 
about the system. 

Bruce's observations about the Mauser Schnellfeuer are right on 
target. The cyclic rate is far too high for the weapon's envelope and 
fu ll-auto bursts provide extremely low hit probability at any range 
beyond contact distances. Furthermore, the thumb of the firing hand 
must rest on the right side of the frame or the hammer wil l remove 
large pieces of it during the recoil stroke. Greatly enamored by the 
Chinese and acquired in large quantities by them in the 1930s, it 
was nonetheless unsuccessful as a selective-fire weapon. 

Whjle the Mauser Schnellfeu.er was little more than a foo tnote in 
the small arms hi story of the Wehrmacht , the MP38/40 submachine 
gun series matched the blitzkrieg doctrine and was the first weapon 
of its type to introduce a substantial amount of plastic and stamped 
sheet-metal in its construction. Although it remains every German 
World War II collector's wet dream, the MP40 was li ttle better than 
the British Sten or U.S. M3 "Grease Gun" and all used not entirely 
satisfactory single-position-feed magazines. However, I must take 
exception to Robert Bruce 's statement that Vollmer 's "telescop in
grecoi l system is not to be fou nd in any modern shou lder arm." The 
British Sterling submachine gun series and the Swiss SIG AMT and 
PE57 infantry rifles, al l developed in the 1950s, employ telescoping 
recoil spring assemblies. 

The world 's first true General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG), 
the MG34 was , when first introduced, "the pride of the 
Wehrmacht. " However, it was a mach ini st 's ni ghtmare to manu
facture and was extremely dust sensitive. It req uires a cons ider
able amount of lubrication and in ar id environments that on ly 
attracts more debris. It was fo llowed by the considerably more 
re li able MG42, a sturdy and reliable design which remains in ser
vice today throughout the world as the MG3 (MG74 in Austri a) 
in caliber 7.62x51mm NATO and at a substantially reduced cyc li c 
rate. Called "Hitler's Zipper" because of its 1,200 rpm cyclic rate, 
the MG42 remai ns one of the finest small arms developed during 
World War II. 

Two chapters are used to cover the two models of the now rare 
and exotic Fallschirmjaegergewehr 42 (Paratroop Rifle Model 
1942). Firing the ful l-size German 7.92x57mm cartridge from a 20-
round magazine mounted on the left side, the FG42 series had some 
innovative features . Semiautomatic fire was from the closed-bolt 
position to enhance the accuracy potential. Fu ll-auto fire is from the 
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"The Grand Old Lady of No Man's Land," the Vickers Mk I water
cooled machine gun served the British and Commonwealth 
armies with great distinction through World Wars I and II and the 
Korean War. Chambered for the 7.62x51 mm NATO round, it sol
diered on in South Africa until the late 1980s. 

open-bolt position to inhibit cook-offs. However, it was only mod
erately successfu l, as the weight of the rifle and location of its bi pod 
diminished controllabi lity in full-auto burst sequences. 

The first widely fie lded assault rifle, the StG44 series, by defin
ition chambered for an intermediate-size round (7 .92x33mm Kurz) 
and with selective-fire capabi li ty, was eminently successfu l, but by 
today's standards far too heavy at 11 .5 pounds. Robert Bruce's 
examination of this important weapon is first rate and ms observa
tions are accurate in every instance. 

All of the accessories and accouterments for these weapon sys
tems are adeq uately covered both in the text and photography. 
German Automatic Weapons Of World War II ends with a chapter on 
the postwar legacy - des igns developed from World War II German 
small arms, such as the MPS, G·3, HK21 , CETME Ameli and M60. 
While the author's assessment of the dreadful M60 is totally correct, 
hi s favorable remarks concerning the HK21 and CETME Ameli are 
ill-adv ised. The HK21 is another example of a weapon too light for 
its cartridge. In the field it wi ll eventually self-destruct. The CETME 

Continued on page 72 
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FEBRUARY 22 - 27, 1999 

Carnival Cruise Line's Ecstasy 
The ultimate Soldier of Fortune adventure. Exercise your jungle warfare bones in 

;( a week-long adventure. After 5 days at sea, having intensive coaching and hands
on Soldier of Fortune instruction from seasoned veterans (Commander Chip 
Beck (Ret.) and John Mullins), of covert American wars, you will storm South 
Florida, reinacting famous Soldier of Fortune scenarios from years gone by. 

The objective: obliterate the enemy in an expl~on of Paintball splatter -
then return to work and obliterate the competition! 

4 day cruise on the Ecstasy • All seminars on cruise 
1 night hotel in Miami after cruise • Paintball War Game and it's supplies 

Transportation to/from Paintball War Game • Awards dinner after Paintball War 

MONTROSE 
TR A V E · L 

*$1 If)!) INSIDE• *$12f)!) OUTSIDE 
*Prices are per person, based on double occupancy, taxes and aiifare additional 

-] Carnival® 
For more information call: 

Montrose Travel 's Group Department 

(800) 301-9673 
CST#lOl 8299-10 



"It'S a real bumpy day," said Air Force Captain Tony Estock as 
we were lifted suddenly upward by an invisible col umn of 

hot air ri sing from the floor of the arid New Mexico desert north of 
Holloman Air Force Base, where the 48th Rescue Squadron is based. 

Temperature on the desert floor was I 06 degrees. 
"Yeah, it 's real squ irrely," replied Captain Clui s Finerty, who 

was flying the " left seat" (pi lot 's position) of the HH-60 Sikorsky 
Pave Hawk. From the port gunner 's position on the left s ide of the 
helicopter, I had a ringside seat for what would be the most hair
rais ing ride in my li fe. 

Finerty, Estock and Captain Paul Firenza, another pilot in the 
48th Rescue Squadron, were on a three-hour tactical air refueling 
miss ion widi an MC- 130 tanker from the 4 l st RS at Patrick Air 
Force Base, Florida. 

The tanker crew was sent to the desert southwest to prepare the 
"Nightriders" for deployment to Turkey. Unlike their last assign
ment in Kuwait, which was only a short hop from the Iraqi border, 
48th rescue teams would have to refuel going into and coming out 
of the No-Fly Zone in Northern Iraq. There were no guarantees the 
missions would be flown at night when temperatures drop, even in 
the desert, and "tanking" is a relatively easy task. 

Estock, a veteran of rescue duty in the North Atlantic, was 
instructing Finerty on the "fine points" of slipping in behind a tanker 
and sticking his refueling probe into a basket that looks like a large 
shuttlecock in a game of badminton. All simi larities end at that point. 

Less than 10% of all helicopter pilots have ever refueled in 
flight; fewer yet are truly proficient. It 's a ski ll that requires "blood, 
sweat and tears." 

After a pre-flight briefi ng at Holloman , F inerty, Firenza, Estock 
and flight engineer David Lujan cl imbed aboard their Pave Hawk. 
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The brief walk from the ready room to the helicopter was enough to 
soak each crewman widl sweat. Temperatures on the fl ight line were 
also in the triple digits and climbing fast. 

As "JoLly 07" and its sister ship, "Jolly 57," taxied out for take
off, we passed over a large set of green footprints painted on die heli
pad at Holloman. 

The 48di is a descendent of "Jolly Green Giants," which rescued 
many downed air crews during the Vietnam war, a proud tradition 
that continues today. "Green footprints" are everywhere, even on die 
"Help Stamp Out Fixed Wing" scarves crewmembers wear. 

Lifting off, the two-ship headed for Gunsight Peak and Elephant 
Butte Reservoir, a man-made lake beyond the mountains, for some 
water-rescue training. 

As Staff Sgt. Lujan was finishing the last simulated water pick
up, J saw the tanker heading south toward Holloman. It flew a race
track pattern until we climbed to 8,000 feet and joined up. 

"Jolly 07" with Lieutenant Colonel J.D. Nelson, die squadron 's 
operati ons officer, at the controls, made a few "dry hits" before 
attempting to take on 500 pounds, or 90 gallons of gas. 

"Oooh! That's ugly," said Estock as Nelson missed the basket on 
the left side of the modified Hercules, and flared up into a 45-degree 
atti tude to keep from cutting off the hose, or worse yet, colliding 
with die tanker. The air was very turbulent. 

Without warning, Nelson's 23 ,000-pound helicopter bounced 30 
or 40 feet above the basket like a rubber ball. 

Unlike fighter pilots, who are guided into position by a boom oper
ator in the rear of a KC-135 or KC-10 tanker, there are no "service sta
tion attendants" in MC-130s to call the shots. 

Continued on page 29 
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#195 January 94 
EXCLUSIVE: U.S. Rangers ambushed in 
Somalia RHODESIA: Rhodesia's SAS slrike just 
over Mozambique border BALTICS: Internation
al Bodyguard Association trains counlerterrorist 
lorces; SOF correspondent becomes casually ol 
Balkan War DOMESTIC: Clinton's second 
Vietnam sellout; government's Waco whitewash 

#196 February 94 
RHODESIA: firsthand account of Mozambique take 
down SERBIA: Croat prisoner details account ol 
Serbian captivity DOMESTIC: Pentagon word 
games - Somali vets shafted by gov't; world-class 
Thunder Ranch - shoote(s paradise WEAPONS: 
Marines adopt new battle-proven MG; Russia's 
"rocket. infantry, !lame-thrower" 

#197 March 94 
VIETNAM: Costliest ambush in SF history -
untold story ol how 17 Green Berets died in Da 
Nang DOMESTIC: ATF chase wrong man; SEAL 
team commander Richard Marcinko's best-sell
ing book Rogue Warrior WEAPONS: Gunsite's 
Scout .308 ELITE UNITS: Gurkhas - Nepalese 
hill tribesmen. 

#198 April 94 
OUTLAW MERC: "Arl<an" and his tigers go from 
prison to penthouse DOMESTIC: Tailhook - all 
smoke, no lire; GUATEMALA: URNG guerrillas
resurgent insurgents WEAPONS: Accuracy Inter
nationals AW/AWP - definitive sniping rille; Munro 
custom-carry sheathes for lighting knives ANGOLA: 
worlds deadliest ongoing war heats up again 

#199 May94 
DOMESTIC: HCl's true agenda - eliminating all 
private gun ownership in America; the Waco trial; 
SOUTH AFRICA: Black Horizon - possible civil 
war alter first post-apartheid election AUS· 
TRALIA: Aussie snipers' rigorous training to earn 
coveted "crossed rifles" bad9e MEXICO: SOF 
chases Zapatistas through Mexico's Indian country 

#200June 94 
EXCLUSIVE: Feds' damning new photos of Waco 
fiasco; the Waco trial , Part 11; who killed Vince 
Foster? GERMANY: death from the deep -
Germany's SEALS COLOMBIA: day ol reckoning 
for Colombia's most wanted outlaw, Pablo Escobar 
WEAPONS: SIG's perfect pair -P229 and P230 
AFRICA: slopping big game poaching 

#201July94 
SOMALIA: Fast-rope into hell! Untold story of 
spectacular Ranger rescue op DOMESTIC: jail
house interviews with Branch Davidians; MEXI
CO: newest frontier lor hired guns VIETNAM: 
Hanoi selling American choppers left behind in 
1975 WEAPONS: Scattergun Technologies and 
Louis Awerbuck's combat 12-gauge SALUTE TO 
D-DAY VETS: SOF oilers thanks on 50lh 
Anniversary =-~~ 

#202 August 94 
SOF on the ground in SUDAN: Land without 
mercy, war without end CAMBODIA: SOF joins 
"scientific" expedition in search ol Kouprey 
VIETNAM: Edward F. Murphy's new book Oak To 
WEAPONS: SEALs' never-ending search for the 
consummate commando knife; H&K's super
secrel P11 underwater pistol 

#203 September 94 
SOMALIA: two Della snipers earn Medal ol 
Honor VIETNAM: LZ suicide SUDAN: "We kill 
them like sheep" - slaughter of northern 
Muslims DOMESTIC: Is America becoming a 
police state? CAMBODIA: Killing Fields 2 -
Khmer Rouge back on the move WEAPONS: 
South Alrica's 9mm CP1 

#204 October-94 
DOMESTIC: assault weapons ban - lawmaking 
based on lies; Waco judge throws out jury verdict; 
ELITE UNITS: SOF mourns passing ol Della Force 
founder Charlie Beckwith AUSTRALIA: close-up 
look at the super elite SAS COLOMBIA: Paying for 
peace WEAPONS: Ruger/Leupold counlersniper 

AZERBAIJAN: conned in the Caucasus -
American mere scam DOMESTIC: The Preacher 
is a SEAL? Fake SEAL robs church; Fiske investi
gation ignores overwhelming evidence KOREA: 
peace table PsyOps RHODESIA: eighteen-mem
ber SAS penetrates deep in enemy territory 
WEAPONS: MP9 - ollicral firepower -~ 

CROATIA: cold-weather commandos train for winter offen
sives EXCLUSIVE: Jack Throckmorton, the man who held 
the secrets of U.S. nukes in Vietnam DOMESTIC: no proba
ble cause in ATF raid on Lawmaster SOUTH LEBANON: Iron! 
line for the next war - world's biggest lree-lire zone 
WEAPONS: Mil lnc.'s multi-caliber Thunder Five revolver 

#207 January 95 
HAITI: Clintons kinder, invasion YSTERGARDE: 
inside South Africa's right- ial forces SOVIET UNION: 
black bullets for black ops M: Operation Leatherneck 
- running guns out of Vietnam WEAPONS: H&K's ullra
secret mystery rifle; SEALs' attack pack 

#208 February 95 
SARAJEVO: elite French airborne unit deployed as anti
snipers KOREAN WAR II: Hackworth on the DMZ MEXICO: 
time bomb on U.S. border VIETNAM: Leatherneck II DOMES
TIC: Sherill Mack lights Brady Bill and wins; U.N. troops 
"invade" Arizona militia WEAPONS: British L42A1 sniper rifle 

#209 March 95 
HAITI: what is really happening DOMESTIC: FBI vendetta 
lands Special Forces operator in jail; what cops really think 
about gun control BRITAIN: SOF shatters myth - armed & 
English WEAPONS: magnum force from Brazil TRAINING: 
Robo-Countersnipers - new technology finds snipers last; 
how to shoot straight - instinctive vs. aimed lire 

#210 April 95 
CHECHNYA: SOF with Russian Spetsnaz AFGHANISTAN: 
Alghan meres flood into Jarnmu and Kashmir VIETNAM: 
inside Hanoi's secret archives DOMESTIC: " ... necessary 
to the security of a free state . . . • - modern minutemen 
aim to keep America free; FM 90-10-1, national police lorce 
training manual? 

#211 May95 
DOMESTIC: SEALs' top-secret Red Cell; Waco - ~ 
exclusive proof that Special Forces trained ATF's 
"commandos" RUSSIA: Red Army amateur hour 
SAIGON: death ol a nation WEAPONS: Russia's 
buffalo burp gun; backpack nukes for 'Nam 
SOUTH AFRICA: looking for a few good meres 

#212June 95 
ELITE UNITS: supercommandos' daring rescue 
at Marseilles DOMESTIC: NRA takes ban lo court; 
Wacogate; SOF airs disgruntled ATF agents' griev
ances; SEALs' Top Secret II; MERCS: Peter 
McAleese discusses mere prolession WEAPONS: 
Pocket Stinger -the pen gun is back 

#213 July95 
SIERRA LEONE: SOF Staller killed by rebels 
BURMA: fall ol Manerplaw - Karens betrayed 
and beaten in battle CUBA: Castro fiddles while 
Cuba burns DOMESTIC: ATF Gun Gestapo uses 
gangbanger tactics on Larnplugh family; SEALs' 
Top Secret Ill TRAINING: Della/SEAL combat camp 

#214 August 95 
DOMESTIC: bloody April - Waco anniversary 
triggers bombing in Oklahoma City; CANADA: 
Airborne Regiment disbanded as result of scandal 
in the ranks TURKEY: invading Iraq - SOF on 
the ground with Turkish Rangers BLACK HELi· 
COPTERS: Strike force lor New World Order? 

E2052~= WEAPONS: new AK-100 series assault rifles 

#215 September 95 
BOSNIA: SOF editor Col. Robert MacKenzie's final 
firefights SOUTH VIETNAM: the lost commandos 
PALESTINE: SOF takes inside look at PLO's thin 
blue line BURMA: Karens' last outpost al Kawmura 
lalls to SLORC DOMESTIC: SOFinterviews former 
ATF agent; SOFs Waco coverage drives Congres
sional probe WEAPONS: Russian sniper technolo
gy available al giveaway prices 

#216 October 95 
AFGHANISTAN: anarchy continues ---mujahi
deen go on bloody rampage HAITI: American 
meres bombed before Clinton's invasion DOMES· 
TIC: proof that chemical/biological agents used in 
Gull War; Waco hearings - somebody's lying!; 
Marines' daring rescue of downed prlol Scott 
O'Grady LAOS: Army's first combat HALO jumps 

#217 Nauember 95 
NORTH KOREA: SOF lakes tour of the land Lenin 
lor9ot SARAJEVO: Bob Brown's Bosnian gauntlet 
delivers lile-saving equipment DOMESTIC: Waco 
- why nothing was accomplished; ATF's dirty lit
tle secret - hundreds of missing and lost guns 
WEAPONS: baby Glocks, radical new compacts in 
9mm and .40 S&W = "-"--""'"""' 

#218 December 95 
LAOS: lop-secret war - what really happened 
SIERRA LEONE: Executive Outcomes' mere 
army; rebel cannibals avenge death of SOF slaller 
DOMESTIC: good ol' boys rally - racist ATF 
agents gel caught; mililia ol McMinn County 
SARAJEVO: SOF team gels out alive - barely! 
WEAPONS: Wilson's COB .45 
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~PANTHER PRODUCTIONS-r1 
'f.."SINCE 1982 THE WORLD'S LEADING PRODUCER OF HIGH QUALITY MARTIAL ~ 

WIN ANY 
STREET 
FIGHT 
WITH 
THESE 
DYNAMIC 
VIDEOS! 

NAVYSEAL TEAM 
~~HANO-TO-HANO COMBAT 

~.L~~~ AND WEAPONS TRAINING 1 
"'"" STARRING NAVY SEAL FRANK CUCCI 

*FORMER SEAL TEAM MEMBER (10 YEARS) 
*CURRENT SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT INSTRUCTOR * CERTIFIED JEET KUNE DO AND FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS 
INSTRUCTOR UNDER DAN INOSANTO 
*SEAL TEAM SMALL ARMS INSTRUCTOR 

*STATIC LINE JUMPMASTER (BOO JUMPS) 
*PROFICIENCY IN URBAN WARFARE COUNTER 

TERRORIST OPERATIONS 
*PROFICIENCY IN JUNGLE WARFARE OPERATIONS 

*PROFICIENCY IN DEMOLITION AND EXPLOSIVES 
*PROFICIENCY IN COMBAT DIVING OPERATIONS 

*AWARDED THE JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 
FOR SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE WHILE ENGAGED IN 
COMBAT OPERATIONS DURING OPERATION 
"JUST CAUSE," PANAMA 1989 * OWNER AND DIRECTOR OF THE FUNCTIONAL 
DEFENSIVE CONCEPTS ACADEMY OF MARTIAL 

ARTS IN VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

, HERE IT IS! After military clearances, decorated Navy Seal team member and 
Martial Arts Instructor, Frank Gucci has been allowed to teach his proven hand-to
hand self-defense and weapons techniques to the public. Designed for men and 

women, these no-nonsense techniques show how to control, disable, or take out an 
aggressive attacker with quick efficiency. His videos include all the training exercises and techniques 

needed to master this superior lifesaving self-protection system. Don't delay! Begin training with 
America's elite Seal Team Instructor, Frank Gucci by ordering today! A must for all serious Martial Artists! 

1. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 1 
In this dynamic tape, Seal Team Instructor, Frank Gucci personally teaches you the stances, footwork, combat punching techniques, 
equipment training, and numerous defensive combat techniques of his lethal self-defense system. 
#SEAL-1 .................... ................................... 55 MIN ......................................................... ONLY $49.95 

AMERICA'S 
ELITE NAVY 
SEAL TEAM 
SELF· 
DEFENSE 
MOVES! 

2. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 2 
This outstanding video teaches Seal Team Combat Kicking Techniques including the fool jab, leg kick, switch 
kick, kicks in combination with punches, knee techniques, close combat elbow strikes, and more. 

#SEAL-2 ........................................ 55 MIN ........................................ ONLY $49.95 
3. SEAL TEAM HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT TRAINING - VOLUME 3 
In this valuable tape, Navy Seal Frank Gucci teaches you numerous street fighting combinations and 

takedowns against an attacker who is trying to punch your face in or kick your guts out. Mr. Gucci 
shows how to control your opponent by blocking his strikes and taking him to the ground where 
you can then apply finishing holds such as joint locks and chokes. This video is 

a must for learning how to come out on top in a street fight. FEAR 
#SEAL-3 ........................... 55 MIN ..................... ONLY $49.95 NO 

4. SEAL TEAM KNIFE FIGHTING COMBAT TECHNIQUES ONE! 
The knife is one of the Seal Team's most valuable weapons. In this exceptional 

,/_tape Frank Gucci teaches you every aspect of knife fighting including angles of 

.~s~~r~~:.1.~~-~-~~-~.:'.~:.~.~~~-~~-~-1~~~1~~~.:.t~~~-e_::.t~-~i-~i-~~ .. e.~~~:.i:J~L~n~~~;~· 
5. SEAL TEAM STICK FIGHTING COMBAT TECHNIQUES 

If a Seal Team member loses his weapon in combat he is taught to fight viciously with 
whatever is available, such as a tree branch (stick). This outstanding tape teaches the · 
deadly Filipino Stick fighting techniques as applied to military as-well-as street combat. 
Frank Gucci teaches all aspects of combat stickfighting including angles of attack, ranges 
of combat, fighting combinations, chokes, disarms and more! 

#SEAL-5 ................................. 55 MIN .................................... ONLY $49.95 
6. SEAL TEAM MEMBER FRANK CUCCI "UP-CLOSE," 

AN EXCLUSIVE PANTHER VIDEO INTERVIEW 
Meet Navy Seal, Frank Gucci up close as he gives great insight into his life as a ten year Seal 

Team member, how military hand to hand combat relates to street fighting, his theory on what 
works and what doesn't in a combat situation and more. 

#SEAL·& ............................. 40 MIN ................................... ONLY $49.95 

SEAL STANDS FOR * SEA * AIR * LAND! 



1. COMBA1* SAMBO VOLUME 1 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING • TOTAL BODY WORKOUT ROUTINE 
This valuable tape teaches you the complete fitness routine used by the World's toughest SAMBO fighters . Each 
exercise is designed to build ultimate speed, power, agility, flexibility, reflexes, strength, balance, coordination , 
stamina and more. Get in fighting shape by ordering today! NEW PANTHER SERIES #SAMB0-1 ........ .... .... ... . ......... .... . 60 MIN .... .. .. . ... ... .. ... ... .. ..... .. .. ONLY $49.95 

2. COMBA1*SAMBO VOLUME 2- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· BLOCKING AND STRIKING TECHNIQUES 
You wil l learn the lethal hand and foot strikes of SAMBO in conjunction with it's unique blocking techniques 
which are taught standing and when on the ground. Greatly increase your self-defense knowledge by 

~~~~~6-~~.~~:.' ........... ...... ....... .. . 48 MIN ....... . .. . ............ . .. .. .. .. .. ONLY $49.95 fiMl9#tli/#i#M44 
3. COMBA1*SAMBO VOLUME 3 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· LEG, ANKLE, ANO FOOT LOCKS 
When yo u master this tape , you are almost certain to neve r lose a street l ig ht. Shows 
how to quickly go for the legs to apply excruciating joint locks. Also teaches the secret escapes and counter STARRING SAMBO 

MASTER TONY LOPEZ 
from these locks. 
#SAMB0-3 .... ..... . ..... . ... . .. .. .. . .. .. ... 61 MIN .. . .... .. .......... ... ..... .. .... . ONLY $49.95 

4. COMBA1* SAMBO VOLUME 4 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING • ARMBAR AND WRIST LOCKS 
Master Lopez shows numerous armbar and wrist lock techniques designed to control and destroy your opponent. You will learn how to easi ly sucker your attacker into an 
armbar for quick victory, regardless of his size. Tape also teaches the secret escape and counters to these armbar and wrist techniques. 
#SAMB0-4 .... . ...... ....... ... ... .. .. .. ... . 59 MIN .... .. .. .... .. .... .. ... .... ...... . ONLY $49.95 f1U:fM§*1Uli'fi(IJf 1fj 
5. COMBAT* SAMBO VOLUME 5-ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· LEG LOCK ANO ARM LOCK FIGHTING COMBINATIONS 
This is it! In this outstanding video, Master Tony Lopez shows how to combine the leg lock techniques on Tape 3 with the arm locks on Tape 4 to create the most 
destructive grappling combinations ever witnessed. Learn how to completely dominate and contro l your opponent as you learn to move from leg locks to arm locks and 
arm locks to leg locks with blinding speed. Video also features many advanced techniques not shown on Tapes 3 & 4. A must for all Martial Artists who seek the winning 
edge in a street fight or competition! 
#SAMB0-5 ....... .. .... .. . .. ... .. .... ... .. .. 44 MIN ... ... .. ... .. .. .. . .. .. ... ... ... ... ONLY $49.95 

6. COMBA1*SAMBO VOLUME 6- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· CHOKES, HEADLOCKS, ANO NECK CRANKS 
' DESTRUCTIVE GRAPPLING MOVES! 

Easily take out the biggest and most aggressive opponent with these lethal SAM BO techniques. Shows how to quickly move inside your opponents attack to finish him 
with a choke, headlock, or neck crank. Also shows the secret escapes from these deadly techniques.e]1 ~[.~I~ 

#SAMB0-
6 

.. .. ...... .... , ... COMBA'T*~~~;o· voi.'iiME·7·~·iii.iiMA~~L~~~~~LING. THROWS, SWEEPS, ANO TAKEOOWNS Ii •tli1h2~?!tdil 
Instantly send your attacker to the ground with the sensational throws, sweeps, and take down techniques Russian SAMBO is famous for. Regard
less of how or what direction your opponent attacks from, he can be taken to the ground with the techniques and strategy presented on this tape. 
Also shows the secret counter moves and escapes against these techniques. ; : f 7 

1 

#;~~~~~.47*5.4/Wiio ·voi.uME·:
9 M~i.ii1Wit.ii.68jj/,f,i.'i#6 ·~ ·5~~;:;~;~F-0EFENSE PMt~kM~!11ltYi! =ii 

This dynamic tape shows how combat SAM BO is used to defend and counter against the most common street attacks including; punches, kicks, 
label holds, collar and wrist grabs, bear hugs, head locks, full nelson, ground fighting , and more. Also shows how to disarm 
a gun, knife , or club wielding attacker. This video is a must for all Martial Artists! 
#SAMB0-8 ........ .. . ... ..... .. ... .......... 60 MIN ... . ....... .... .... .... ... .. ... ... ONLY $49.95 

9. COMBA1*SAMBO VOLUME 9- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· STREET FIGHTING DIRTY TRICKS 
A nasty tape that shows how to win a life or death street fight. The secret COMBAT*SAMBO techniques 
shown in this video are the deadliest of the deadly when it comes to street survival. I, 
#SAMB0-9 ... ............. .. .. . ....... .. ... . 48 MIN .... ..... .... ... .... .. ... .. .... ... ONLY $49 .95 ' 

10. CDMBA1*SAMBO VOLUME 10- ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· DEFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
This exceptional grappling tape shows how to own the ground. Includes never before seen techniques de-
signed to defeat the best wrestlers, JUDO, and Brazilian fighters! Teaches how to defend, escape, counter, 
and apply reversals against your opponents attacks. Includes techniques for quickly defeating the Brazilian 
Guard and much more. 
#SAMB0-10 .. ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. . .. .. .. . ..... 53 MIN ... ....... ... ...... .... ... .. .... .. ONLY $49.95 

11. COMBAT* SAMBO VOLUME 11 - ULTIMATE GRAPPLING· OFFENSIVE GROUND FIGHTING 
This important video shows how to dominate your opponent on the ground with superior • 
COMBAT*SAMBO grappling techniques. It's all here including; guard and mount positions, 
reversals , armbars, leg locks, chokes, submissions, and much more. Take full control of your oppo
nent with this sensational ground fighting tape! 
#SAMB0-11 ...... ... .... ........ . .. .... .. .. .. 60 MIN .. ... ... ....... .... ........ ....... ONLY $49 .95 

*ORDER TOLL FREE 1·800-332-4442 ANYTIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY*-

- ____ _...w.i .. _..w.w. ........ ~~ililiil6./ .._.l~il.A:,.,.~~ I II II 

' 

PANTHER PRODUCTIONS• 1010 Calle Negoclo •San Clemente, CA 92673 U.S.A 
1-800·332-4442 • Outside U.s. 1-714-498-7765 

Fax 1-714-492·7533 •Web Site: www.panthervideo.com 0------<r------------------+---------<r-----<1 FREE 
Name IE SHIPPING 
s .... 1:-------- ON VIDEO 

VIS4' SHIPPING & HANDLING INFDRMATIDN SUB-TOTAL ORDERS 
FOR SHIPPING. USE A STREET ADDRESS, NOT A PO BOX. ALL SALES m 175 

~ ARE FINAL VIDEO TAPES ARE NON·RETURNABLE. ABSOLUTELY NO __ c_A_L1_Fo_R_N_iA_A_o_o_7_.7_5_•;._, T_AX--t----t i R MORE! 
~ REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES ALLOWED. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE SHIPPING & HANDLING* 

cred;t Card#--------- Exp. Date: __ REPLACED WITH SAME TITLE ONLY. "U.S. and Canada SS.OD first 1------------1-----lt APPLYS TO U.S. AND 
- tape , S4.00 for each additional lape. Outside U.S. & Canada Double TOTAL ENCLOSED 7~ '1f-! CANADA ONLY 

all Shipping & Handling charges. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. Signature:---------- -----

Crty/State!Zip _____________ _ 

Phone: ______________ _ 

*TO ORDER PANTHER VIDEOS USE ORDER FORM OR WITH CREDIT CARD CALL TOLL-FREE 1·800·332-4442* 



Professional Locksmithing Tools 

LOCKAID ..C~. 
Specifically designed to pick 
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
"Lockplcklng Slmpllfled." 

Lockaid $69.95 -1~ 

.~,,~'?.°!!-,,!~, ] ~ ; J 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

special bonus, a 5-plece set of warded 

PXP 10 
• Shirt Pocket Size. 
• Top Grain c;.,.,..tlide Leather. 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ~ 

picks Is Included. A 16-piece set total. 
Also included, a copy of "Lockplcklng 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

Slmpllfled." Receive all this at a low price of • All Picks w~h Metal Handles. 
Pix 13 $42.95 • Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 

Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

~ 
Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 Combination Locks $8.00 
Tubular Locks $8.95 00 Keys by lmpressioning $8.00 
Lockout and forced entry $11.95 Key Casting Manual $8.95 
Involuntary Repression $10.95 4i Locks, Picks, Clicks $10.00 

SESAMEE DECODER rn E~P.13 ····· ;. ~ This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
d~maging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 
different tools housed in a handsome black leather case 
designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-plece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockplcklng Simplified." 17-plece set total. 
ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

$17.95 

The mosl elleclive tubular pick on the marl<el, unike the larger picks - long 
handles or screwdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed 
which causes easy b<eakllge. The advantage cl the Mini Pick is tt is so short, $79.95 
you only use your thumb and index finger. With a little practice this tool will open a tubular lock in less than a minute. 
A. 'lbur Oioice: (1) Genier (2) Offse! lelt (3) Olf9et right; B. "Segal" B pin tubular; C Si>in Tubular; D. 6i>in Tubular; E. 8-Pin l>i:;e. 

• 

DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 
Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double
sided disc tumbler, showcaso, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 
. . The most fantastic tool you will 

Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 
base keys and pick. Complete in-

•••----slructions included. 

The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E100C (3 volt) ................................. ...... .. 

Catalog $3.00 - Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 

on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 

received. 
~ All major credit cards 

accepted. 

PIX-EZ 
All-In-One 
Pick-Set 
100% American Madel 
As conwnient to carry 
and use as a pocket knlfel 
Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, ~ very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 

WKSPICKS ~ 
Made of the finest blue tempered 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock 
pick-set is a must in every lock-
smiths' tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES - 5 ITEMS 
t·MD-16 DELUXE SET .................. .................... $51195 
1-SCHALGE WAFER SE.T ................................. m:115 
l·SESAMEE DECODER ................................... $17.115 
t-WKS PICKS .................................................... $ 11.95 
I-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ............ ~ 

A VALUE OF $147.75 

AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 

MD32 
Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches, 
Broken Key 

Extractor. 
$69.95 

MD16 
Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 

Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 

Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$59.95 

MD&O 
Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys . $109.95 

The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 

Send to 
Steve Arnolds 

Gun Room 
Postage & handling 

$6.00 
Overseas postage add 

30% of total. 

-,~11~-· m :VISA "'' fti '~· Wl ~- • 
Must be 18 years · 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF12, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 of age 
UillfM " ,,,____ __ _ Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest .net 
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I Was There 
Continued from page 24 

Everyone, including the pilot and co
pilot, is looking forward; concentrating on 
flying a level course; just a few knots above 
stall speed ( 1J5knots) with full flaps. It 's up 
to the helicopter pi.lot to make the necessary 
adjustments in speed and altitude to "nail 
the basket," and stay connected until the 
proper amount of fuel is sucked from the 
mother ship. 

The refueling probe on an HH-60 Pave 
Hawk extends only eight-and-a-half-feet 
beyond the rotor path , leaving precious lit
tle maneuvering room. 

When it was our time to tank, it was as if 
Mother Nanire began an epileptic seizure. 
Thermal energy increased, and the ride got 
even bumpier. My helmet was banging on a 
piece of equipment hanging from the roof of 
the Pave Hawk. 

Finerty had his hands and feet full as he 
approached "King 33," from the rear. 

Without warning, we shot upward like a 
yo-yo in the hands of the Jolly Green Giant 
himself. 

I remember seeing the tail assembly of 
the tanker fill the windscreen. From my 
vantage point behind the pilot, I cou ld look 
up and see the blurry rotor path. 

I glanced once at the ground wondering 
how long it would take us to tumble 8,000 
feet, and then back at the tai l in time to 
count three litde bulbs in the strobe light. 
That 's how close we were. 

How close did we come to having a mid-air 
collision? I asked that question after we land
ed, but J.D. Nelson, who watched the whole 
thing, said, "You don 't realJy want to know." 

While the episode rattled me for a 
moment, it didn't seem to phase Capt. 
Estock. 

He coolly keyed his lip mike, and in a 
calm, professional manner told Finerty that 
he was running out of tanker track. 

"If I get excited, the guy flying the heU
copter gets excited," said Estock , "but if I 
stay cool, he's cool." 

Adding a touch of realism, Estock told 
Finerty, "This is your last chance. You're 
over the North Atlantic. You've got 400 lbs. 
of gas and there's no land in sight. " 

I watched Finerty's hand grip the collec
tive as he applied power and pitch to the 54-
foot blades, and moved in again. With sweat 
stinging his eyes, Finerty lined up on the 
right-hand basket, and nailed it, just like 
Michael Jordan canning a long 3-pointer. 

After we landed and debriefed, Estock, 
Finerty and I watched the FLIR (Forward 
Looking Infra-Red) tape and talked about 
the "real world experience." 

Finerty, who has been flying the Pave 
Hawk for only a year, said I wasn't the only 
one whose hair was standing up on the back 
of my neck. 

"When it is as windy and turbulent as it 

Continued on page 70 
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STEINER MILITARY/MARINE 
Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 

They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 
the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you cha llenge
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. 
The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/ Marine. Once focused, its 

sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in 6 x 30, 7 x 35, 7 x 50, 

9 x 40 and 10 x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 
97 Foster Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(609) 866-9191. (800)257· 7742. Fax: (609)866-8615 
Steiner Optik Canada, Inc. 
52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 
Windsor. Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 

STEINERiii;i 
GERMANY 

COLT® POLICE MODELS 
QUALITY MAKES IT A COLT.,! 

• Available with a Black MAGNA GRIP Rubber Coating that is Moisture 

and Temperature Resistant and with a Super Hardcoat Silver Finish 

• 440 Stainless Steel Blades with a Non-Glare. Bead Blasted Finish 

• Lightweight Aluminum Handles with Non-Slip Rubber Inserts 

• Each Includes a One-Hand Thumb Stud and a Pocket Clip 

• A Perfect Backup for Law Enforcement Personnel 

• CT31, CT31·B: 5" Closed Length 

• CT32, CT32·B: 4·7/16" Closed Length 

• Low Profile, Clip·On Design 

CT31-B 

i = u n if e d" ~ Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. For more information on a 
CUTLERY BRANDS dealer near you call 1-800-548-0835 and ask for Dept. SF12 or Fax 423-428-2267. 

1425 United Blvd.· Sevierville, TN 37876 Dealer and distributor inquiries invited . Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 
©1998 New Colt Holding Co., Im:. 
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UNITED STATES RUSSIA/FORMER USSR 
World reacts to U.S. missile strikes: Strikes condemned by: Afghanistan Russian Arms exports to reach $4 billion in 1998, marking dramatic 
(Taliban government); Arab League; Cuba; Iran; Iraq; Libya; Malaysia; turnaround from last year's $2.6 billion• Kirghizstan President Akayev 
Pakistan; Hamas; Hezbol/ah; Russia and Sudan. Attacks criticized by: orders complete overhaul of Army, with new draft and mobilization sys-
Bangladesh; Indonesia; Jordan; Lebanon and Syria. Deplored civilian terns. • Space Station Mir's 26th and next-to-last Soyuz capsule launch-
losses, but clicl not criticize U.S.: Algeria; Kenya; Tanzania; Organization 1~:.~~1 es with Yuri Baturin, former advisor to Yeltsin, to make survey of sta-
for African Unity; Palestinian Authority; Saudi Arabia; Thailand. Offerecl lion's worthiness to continue in orbit. • Spy ring: Russia breaks up 
limited support tor attacks: France; India and Turkey. Strongly support- Israeli spy ring operating through the Nativ agency (an Israeli group 
eel attacks: Britain; Germany; Israel; Japan; Sudanese rebels. • war on involved in Jewish emigration). Among Russians arrested was 
terrorism: President Clinton declares "all-out war against terrorism," Alexander Sakov, an engineer involved with the Black Eagle tank project. 
signing order blocking Americans tram any financial dealings with Osama 
bin Laden. Sudan declares Clinton a "war criminal" and withdraws ambas
sador from London. • Not mute with Newt: U.S. Army inquiry concludes 
some military officers improperly provided advice on strategy and tactics 
to House Speaker Newt Gingrich in his 1994 campaign to capture the 
House. • Explosion: Last Titan-4A explodes shortly after lift-off, destroy
ing the last of the 15 Mercury-signal intelligence satellites. Of the 22 Titan-
4As, two exploded and 20 were successful. The Mercury was intended for 
a geosynchronous orbit over Somalia, allowing it to eavesdrop over areas 
including Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan and Israel. 

Jumpstart the nukes: North Korea warns it may restart nuclear 
program unless U.S. lifts sanctions. • U.S. congressional report 
blames North Korea for starvation deaths al 2.4 million of its own 
people. • South Korea prevents pro-North students from holding 
unilication rally. • U.S. military installations in Korea sustain $130 
million in flood damage. • U.S. intelligence detects secret massive 
underground nuclear complex near Yongbyon, in North Korea. 

MEXICO 
Murder, migration ancl drugs: Murder case against Raul Salinas 
falls apart when key witness testifies he remembers nothing. Report 
in El Universal says 14 soldiers supervising customs at Mexico City's 
airport were paid up to $20,000 each week to ignore drug shipments 
and illegal immigrants. Mexican police seize 1,058 pounds of 
cocaine on one day in August at Mexico City airport. Mexico says it 
wil l take no steps to prevent illegal immigration by its citizens in to 
U.S .. because doing so would limit their ability to improve lives. 

INDONESIA 
Military probe finds troops misinterpreted orders dur
ing riots, rather than finding that senior officers gave 
orders to fire on crowds. President Habibie says he'll 
"rethink" Army role in society. Military officials say all 
past military misdeeds were fault of Suharto govern
ment.• Indonesia, in response to criticism by China, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, calls for international investi
gation of crimes against ethnic Chinese. 

'~"-~,:= ~~'!!!..-~~ 

COLOMBIA 
CIA linkage: Washington Post reports General Ivan Ramirez 

",...~,,. -"' ' Qintero, third in command of Colombia's army, worked for CIA. 
,,,,,,_. ,·.z- Gen. Qintero was linked to right-wing paramilitary groups with links 

to the drug trade. • President Pastrana vows to demilitarize 19,000 
square miles (known to be prime corridors for drug trade) in order 
to initiate peace talks with rebels. A post of 180 troops was attacked 

. .... , .. -.,hi""" by 600 FARC rebels in mid August near Tombeles. FARC captured 
20 soldiers, bringing total they hold to 217. 

TURKEY 
Kosovo connection: Turkey to begin rebuilding Albania's main 
naval base in the Adriatic town of Vlore, damaged during civil 
disorder of 1997. Turkey's Navy Forces Command has granted 
$5 million to the project. Turkish parliament has approved 
deployment of Turkish troops to Albania if conflict in Kosovo 
spreads. Turkey provides equipment and training to Albania's 

.,.,,_,,, armed forces as part of a cooperative agreement. 



, .· ' . . ' . ; . .,., - "" ' .-~. , ... ·1 

CHINA 
Talks under way between Moscow and Beijing to provide 
about 20 Su-30 fighters to Chinese People's Liberation 
Army/Air Force, a senior official with AVPK Sukhoi told 
Defense News. Source said Beijing also wants license for pro
duction of Su-30s. China has already began assembling Su· 
27 fighters from parts provided by AVPK Sukhoi , as part of 
1995 contract, estimated at $450 million. • New boat: 
Republic of China Navy launches second of 500-ton indige
nously built Chin-chiang-class coastal patrol vessels, the 
Hsing-chiang. Ship was built as part of Taiwan's Kuang Hua 
project Ill warship building program by state-owned China 
Shipbuilding Corp. , ..... ~ •. ,, 

PHIUPPINES 
President Estrada says he will rely on U.S. for 
defense during country's economic recession. 
Estrada's 1998 budget includes $700 million 
for military. Army denies rumors of coup plot. 
Estrada approves April human rights agree- · ~~'<Mfll'J'tll 
ment with rebels; rebels claim this requires 
release of rebel sympathizers, abolition of 
laws the rebels find oppressive, and compen
sation for people tortured by Marcos. Estrada 
calls for peace talks to move to the Philippines 
from the Netherlands to save travel money. 

Clashes continue: Armed clashes continue between govern
ment and UNITA forces. U.N. pulls aid workers out of remote 
areas. Government launches o.ffensive into Malanje Province. 
Luanda demands UNITA disarm its troops and join democra
tic process, but UNITA fails to meet late August deadline. 
UNITA announces it will no longer cooperate with three 
observer nations - Portugal , U.S. and Russia. 

AFGHANISTAN 
Not here, buddy: Osama bin Laden agrees not to threaten U.S. from 
Afghan soil.• Taliban triumphs: Taliban troops capture northern town of 
Taloquan, cutting second of Massoud's three supply routes. Taliban cap
ture Pul-1-Khumri, Nahrin, and frontier town of Hairatan, cutting Massoud 
off from his Wahdat and Uzbek allies. Taliban planes pound Wahdat 
stronghold of Baiman. Taliban capture Khwajaghar; Massoud 's troops 
recapture nearby town of Varsaj. Weterners begin fleeing Afghanistan in 
droves in late August. U.N. human rights commission calls for nations 
to not recognize Taliban until it stops oppressing women. 

Army debate: Leaders from southern Yoruba group 
call for Army to be divided into three regional com
mands, each with troops and officers drawn from their 
respective regions. Army leaders call this unrealistic, 
and say it will lead to civil war between the three corps. 

World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications (P.O. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, 
Amarillo , Texas 791 14-8759); subscript ions are $77 
per year (26 issues), $81 .80 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are 
encou raged to subscribe. 



The Bolt Block 
The Bolt Block Open Bolt Indicator comes in five different sizes 

to accommodate almost all common rifles, pi stols and shotguns -
and to accommodate the range or safety officers who must other
wise actually handle a firearm to check a safe chamber, making it 
ideally suited for range and training scenarios. When installed prop
erly, the Bolt Block is visible for more than 75 feet, and is a good 
means of assuring anyone else in the area that the gun in question 
has been rendered safe. 
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Avail able in calibers from .22 to 12 ga ., the Bolt Block comes in 
day-glow orange, customized with club or company logos. 

For more information contact Jim Gray at Safearm Industries, 
Dept. SOF, Box 202611, Denver, CO 80220-2611; phone 800-29 1-
1963 or 303-399-5311. 

Now Hear This 
PsyOps has never been so much fun: the high-performance, high
fidelity, MilSpec ATA Ill rated Herlin 15/H loudspeaker from 
Technomad may not instantly convince the target that your Sousa 
is preferable to hi s Snoop Doggy Dog, but it will blast the paint 
off his van and may even knock his hat around frontwards. 

Combining super-tough military road case technology with a 
number of acoustic inno
vations, Tech nomad 
builds speakers that are 
uniquely compact and 
durable, fully weather 
resistant, musically accu
rate and self-casi ng -
suitable fo r the most abu
sive applications: Water, 
sand , sa lt, heat, mold/ 
mildew, humidity, chem
ical s and even insects 
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cause no damage. It's even checkable luggage on airliners. 
Contact Technomad, Dept. SOF, Box 421 , Goshen , MA 01032-

042!; phone 800-464-7757; fax: 617-451-8999. 

Get a (Warm) Grip 
Michaels of Oregon - and Oregonians, you understand know 

about working with cold, wet hands - has announced a special
ized set of neoprene gloves designed to keep your hands warm in 
the wet, and articulate when gloved. They are constructed of a thin, 
moisture-resistant fabric made of neoprene that is lined with nylon 
inside and out. Lycra panels between the fingers let the gloves flex 
and breathe without bulking up, and synthetic leather palms pro
vide a non-slip grip. The new gloves are washable and have elastic 
cuffs with a Velcro closure. Bikers, hunters, cops and loggers send 

$2 for a com plete catalog to Michael's of Oregon, Dept. SOF, Box 
1690, Oregon City, OR 97045; or for more info1mation phone: 
503-655-7964; or fax: 503-722-5701; or e-mai l them at: 
info@michaels-oregon.com 

Visible laser 
Ins ight Technology, Inc. maker of the GI standard AN/PAQ-

4B Infrared Aim ing Light, has developed a visible spectrum 
counterpart, which is phys ically identical to the infrared mili
tary uni t and meets the same performance, reliability and envi
ronmental standards. 

A preset zero setting (neutral position), wi th the preci se 
Ml6/AR-15 mounting bracket results in an aiming point nearly 
zeroed to the weapon when first mounted. Both models reta in 
boresight to within .5 millirad ians, as demonstrated in extensive 
government tests . Both the GI (infrared) and visible spectrum 
mode ls can be removed and reinstalled on the weapon without 
loss of zero. 

F.l.R.E. System for AR15/M16 

SLiC Mount 
Sling and Flashlight 

Attachment 

Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement (F.l.R.E.) 

Multiple Aperture Device (MAD) A2 Integrated Rear Iron Sight 

Scout F.l.R.E. Rail 

Front Flip Up Sight 

CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR NEW BROCHURE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST PRODUCT INFORMATION 

Visit Our Web Site 
www.gggaz.com 

Email us at 
gggaz@aol.com 

GG&G 
Manufacturer of Fine Mounting Systems and 
Professional Tactical Weapon Accessories 

3602 East 42nd Stravenue 
Tucson, Arizona 85713 

Phone: 520-748-7167 Fax: 520-748-7583 
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Insight Technology has incorporated other features on the aim
ing lights including integral and remote action switches, simple 
mount and dismount without tools, use of standard AA batteries, 
and al l necessary captive hardware. 

For more information contact Insight Technology, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 10 Tinker Ave., Londonderry, NH 03053-2002; phone: 603-
626-4800; fax : 603-626-4888. 

On Target 
Tired of plinking the cherubs on the soup can? Bored with try

ing to zero in with only a Time magazine cover? FlashTek, Inc. has 
come out with TARGET! , a computer program to create official
size targets on your printer. Numerous targets fo r air pistol, air 
rifle, pistol and small-bore rifle at various ranges are supported. In 

.. ~ .. - ·-· .. .. - .. ·-·· addition to ordinary 
----._ targets, the TARGET! 

, program will let you 

" \ 
~

\ 
~ \ 

? I 

superimpose an offi
cial-size target over 
the image of your 
choice: former spous
es, in-laws, the neigh
bor 's dog or scum-bag 
politicians. Many 
appropriate images are 
already supplied, such 
as 20th Century nota
bles like Hitler, Stalin, 
and Saddam Hussein. 
More images are 
available for down
load free on the 
FlashTek BBS. If you 

have a favorite hard-copy image but no computerized version of it, 
scanning services are available. The program costs only $24.95 
plus shipping and handling. For system requirements and dealer 
discounts, contact FlashTek, Inc. , Dept. SOF, 121 Sweet Ave., 
Moscow, ID 83843; phone: 208-885-3807; fax: 208-882-7275; 
orders: 800-397-731 O; BBS: 208-883-3859; e-mail : 
fl ashtek@proto.com 

Cuff Key Keeper 
A specia l-duty be lt 

keeper with a hidde n 
handcuff key is being mar
keted by Michaels o f 
Oregon in its line of 
"Uncle Mike 's" Sidekick® 
Professional law-enforce
ment accessories. 

Called the Key-Per TM, 

this new product is avail
able in both molded and 
nylon web models to match 
belt keepers made by 
Michaels to anchor a duty 
belt to an inner duty belt. 

The hidden cuff key is 
attached to one of the snaps 
and can be rotated to use to 

I 
unlock handcuffs. Like the other belt keepers, the Key-Per has no
wear, no-glare snaps. 

Sidekick® Profess ional police products are made in the U.S.A. 
and sold through pol.ice supply houses. 

Send for a free Sidekick® Professional catalog to Michaels of 
Oregon, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 130 I 0, Portland, OR 97213. ~ 

The Steyr '3eff Cooper" Scout rifle system 
marks the beginning of a new era in fireanns excellence. 

Calibered in .308 Win., the Scout features a special recerver for scope forward mounting 
and a 19" cold hammer-forged ba!rel that renders hair-splitting accuracy. A specially designed 2.3x Leupold 

delrvers maximum eye relief and instantaneous sighung. lhe Scout's advanced syntheuc stock features a buift-in bipod and an 
extra magazine well in the butt. Ughtweight at only 7 pounds, the Scout is buift around the Steyr Safe Boft System. lhe Steyr Scout is equally efficient as 

~.:.111; For a free color brochure on Steyr fireanns write 6SI Inc., Dept. SOS, P.4Box129, Trussrill~ AL 35173 or ca/11-888-60 STEYR • 

a sporter, a tacuc,af rifle or a tool of survival. It's the on~ rifle you'll ever need! ~ 

...... or (205) 655-8299. Email address: SteijtSBS@aol.com•Fol a Steyr annpatch and color brochure send $3.00 to the address above. Mannticher 



MODEL#TL - 1000 - TOP LOCK AUTO SERIES 
Sleek design gives you fast, reliable cutting power. Hollow ground, drop point 420 
stainless steel w/a hair-raising edge. Bead blasted alum. handle features polished 
genuine buried African Thuyawood inlays. 8.5" overall. Your price $209.95. 

MODEL#TL - 2000 - SPEED LOCK AUTO SERIES 
Mini version auto offers smooth-as-silk action of bigger model, but w/a slim profile 
design. Sam~d craftsmanship. 7" overall. Your price $169.95. 

MODEL# 202/ SB BLACK STEALTH NATO $69.95 
Deluxe front opener features lightweight, rugged cast aluminum handle. 440 stainless steel 
blade is mirror-polished and smooth as silk. Instantly retractable. Midnight black. 8.5" overall. 

MODEL# DL- 700 COBRA $119.95 
Top-of-the-line lever action side opener. 3.2 gleaming inches of rip-snortin' sharp Solingen stainless 
steel. Instantly snaps to attention and locks into place. Presision built to give you a lifetime of flawless 
operation ... with maximum cutting power. Rugged features incluce polished, solid nickel/silver bolsters 

MODEL# 1041 SERIES - THE GODFATHER 
Own a legend. The Classic Stiletto. lighting quick, side opening 440 sta inless blade. Mirror-clear. 
gleaming heavy gauge steel. Ruggedly crafted deep swirl pearlite handles w/sli de lock. 8.75" 
Hairsplitting sharp! Choose your favorite from this eye candy assortment of vivid colors. Or. .. Get 
the full collectors set of 5 and receive a 6th ABSOLUTELY FREE! ... Your price $49.95. Each 

100% Lifetime, No Risk 
Money Back Guarantee! 

and genuine stag grips. Handcrafted in Germany. 8.0" overall. (Supplies are tight Order yours today!) llBRu/DI, llesd, 
Complets/y FmilllBd 

SIM Ill Ill 1..-

MODEL# MS - 3001- MINI SEAL 
Model# 2441 S - SIDEWINDER II $49. 95 
Or, choose the unsurpassed good looks and durability of simulated stag handles. Same 
elegant design and craftsmanship. Same lifetime guarantee carried by all of our products. 

Gem quality, mini version of the famed Navy Seal knife. Own one and 
enjoy high caliber cutting power in compact style. Hammer forged drop 
point ATS-34 tool steel fitted w/T-6 ail1m. handle. Black Kraton inlays 
gives you a vetcro-like secure grip. 6.5" overall ... Your price $169.95. 

CALL TOLL,,,,.. 
1-soo-aa• •11 

l'MRMMANC• co, 
1202 Lexington Ave. 
RM 192 Dept. SD-12 
New York NY 10028 

Fl& CATALOG will,_ 
THE NEW 1999 PERFORMANCE KNIVES CATALOG 

32 PAGES OF KNIVES & ACCESSORIES IN FULL VIVID COLOR. 

• Att: Collectors & Sportsmen: AH automatic, factory fresh, and rushed direct to 
you in kit form. In some areas, completion of these kits may violate certain 
laws. Check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with such 
laws is the purchaser's responsibility. Not available where prohibited by law. 
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MODEL #PM - 1- THE POCKETMASTER 
Don't let tt·s small size foot you. It's made for much bigger cutting chores. 
Clip point, bead blasted ATS-34 steel blade is razor sharp and opens in a 
flash. Aircraft alum. handles gives you total, well-balanced control 
wino-slip grip. Extremely rugged. 6" overall...Your price $159.95. 

1 (!(! % ..:l.~.'W~l ::/£. (?1"[ ' N. NC! 1 1.l~l \. - MC! l.f!..=\1 l.i/.:.(?l\. Gl!l .!..fi.l.!.Nl."L=L= 
............................... .._.._ .... -..r~-........ .._,._._._,._,,_. ...... ~~-__...._......-., 

PERFORMANCE COMPANY 1202 L exington Ave. 1 

1 -800-324-4371 ~~w1 ~;~k~~~- ;~-~~ I 
Gentlemen, Please RUSH the following items: 
(check boxes) 
D Model# TL-1000 
0 Model# TL-2000 
0 Model# 202/SB 
0 Model# DL-700 
D Model# 244/S 

Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 

0 Model# 104/GR 
0 Model# 104/BK 
0 Model# 104/BL 
D Model# 104/WH 
0 Model# 104/RD 

Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 
Qty. _ 

0 Check or Money 
order enclosed $ __ _ 

0 Model# MS-3001 Qty. _ 
0 Model# PM-1 Qty. _ 

Please add $8 for S&H 

D Master CardNisa # ___________ _ 
NAME _____________ _ 
ADDRESS ___________ _ 
CITY _____________ _ 
STATE. ________ .ZIP ____ _ 

___ _ _______ Date___ ~ 

. ......................... 'W'W" ..... W'<..,... .................... ,.~,..,., ........................... ..-.,....t._ -~- -,,. - - -- .J 
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BIZE, ALBANIA - It's been often 
said that the United States doesn ' t need a 
Marine Corps - but it wants one. It's also 
been often repeated that what the Mari ne 
Corps brings to bear is not unique. The 
Army, they say, has infantry and tanks. The 
Navy has ships. The Air Force has planes. 
But it's the U.S . Marine Corps that brings 
all of those elements together. It's the 
package, they explain, which is unique. 
Since 1775, whenever troub le has brewed, 
it's been the Marines who have been called 
in first. 

Earlier d1is summer when Serb security 
forces began their massive counter- offensive 
against the Kosovo Liberation Almy (KLA), 
an operation that resulted in the massacre of 
hundreds of ethnic Albanian civilians and the 
displacement of tens of thousands of others, 
NATO commanders began drawing up plans 
to deploy airpower and troops to the Balkans. 

While politicians from Washington to 
Brussels, and from Naples to Moscow 
wres tled with the implications of any 
NATO-led action against the rump 
Yugoslav ia, Allied Forces Southern Europe 
(AFSOUTH) commanders were tasked 
with putting together as quickly as possible 
a show of force - a display of NATO 
reso lve that would, if anything, rem ind 
Belgrade that if push came to shove that 
NATO would act ... and act decisively. 

Under the umbrella of a NATO
planned Partnership for Peace (PfP) exer
c ise code named "Cooperative Assemb ly 
'98," AFSOUTH pu ll ed togethe r 
resources from nine NATO armies , as 
well as forces from France, host-nation 
Al bania, Lithuania and Russia, and orga
nized their deployment to a trainjng area 

• 
I tErs 

SOF Deploys With USMC 
In Albanian War Zone 

Text & Photos b~ Mark H. Milstein 

j ust west of the Kosovo-Albania border. 
AFSOUTH also called in the 22 Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU). 
But days before the kickoff of Cooperative Assembly '98 , Is lamic 

terrori sts directed by Saudi mill ionaire Osama bin Laden bombed the 
American embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and Nairob i, Kenya. 

American embassies worldwide immediately went on a state of 
heightened alert. In Tirana, Albanja, however, things got a bit more com-
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Albanian troops received several blocks of instruction courtesy of 
the USMC. Although Cooperat ive Assembly '98 was stamped a suc
cess by AFSOUTH and NATO, it did little to convince anyone of the 
precarious situation any NATO action against the former Yugoslavia 
would present. 
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pljcated when the CIA, in conjunction with 
Egyptian and Albanian security forces, 
arrested and extradited to Cairo terrorists 
linked to bin Laden and to the assassination 
of former Egyptian president Anwar Sadat. 

Not taking any chances, the state depart
ment ordered the evacuation of all non
essential U.S. embassy personne l from 
Albania and asked the Pentagon for the 22 
MEU to beef up security around the 
Embassy and its housing area. It also got the 
Pentagon to get the 22 MEU to deploy crit
ical elements off the coast of West Africa in 
case the U.S. embassy in Kinshasa, The 
Democratic Republic of Congo, had to be 
evacuated. 

"I honestly didn't know if we were 
going to make it here," a surprised but 
happy USMC Captain Jim Christmas, told 
SOF just after his CH-53E touched clown in 
Bize. "We were being tasked with so many 
missions that it was becoming doubtful if 
we could spare any men for this PfP." 

Christmas' Mixed 
Bag Of Gifts 

Captain Christmas oversaw an initial 
deployment to Bize of a single mixed pla
toon of Marines, including Navy medical 
corpsmen, administrators, commurucations 
and language specialists, and later a single 
rifle company that was given the green light 
to rotate a platoon at a time to the PfP from 
ships stationed in the Adriatic. 

"Every Marine, and I mean every 
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(left and above) MEU ·deployed as 
part of a multi-national force under 
the umbrella of a NATO-planned 
Partnership for Peace (PfP) exer
cise code named "Cooperative 
Assembly '98." Here U.S. Marines 
train with their Greek counterparts 
carrying FN/FALs . (below) An 
opportunity to cross train with 
Russian, German and British 
paras, as well as Italian and Greek 
marines, is something no U.S. 
Marine would pass up. 
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Marine, whether they are flying a Harrier or 
pushing a pencil, can fight," said Christmas, 
the son of a Marine Corps general, who's 

. valor during the siege of Hue brought him 
much recognition. "That 's why the deploy
ment of tllis first mixed platoon of Marines 
shouldn't send the wrong message. " 

Indeed, the first Marines to arrive in 
Bize came in so hard and fast that for the 
first two nights on the ground they slept 
without tents or cots; just sleeping bags, 
poncho liners, healthy doses of marble
s ized hail, ice-cold rain and the stars. While 
paratroopers from the Geiman army's 261/5 
luftlander Brigaden, together with a sq uad 
of Russian paras, ate hot foot served on pic
nic tables, the men of the 22 MEU, along 
with SOF, consumed standard MREs. 

"Yes, recent events have stretched us 
quite thin," Christmas explained to SOF in 
response our question why the number of 
Marines tasked for tllis PfP dropped from 
company- to platoon-size, "but that's what a 
MEU is all about." 

When told by a reporter from Stars & 
Stripes that the 22 MEU was at that moment 
deployed over an area nearly the size of the 
continental United States, Christmas was 
asked if he knew of any other U.S. fighting 
force which could do the same. 

The answer came back loud and clear: 
"No," the 31-year-old captain replied. 

With a strength of about 2,200 personnel , 
a MEU is normally built around a reinforced 
battalion, a composite aircraft sq uadron, 
and a MEU service support group. 

Commanded by a colonel, the MEU is 
employed to fulfill routine forward deploy-
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ments with fleets in the Mediterranean, the 
Western Pacific, and periodically, the Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans. The MEU is deployed on 
up to four Naval amphibious ships. 

The ground combat element (GCE) is 
the battalion landing team (BLT) , an 
infantry battalion reinforced wi th artillery, 
amphibious assau lt vehicles, light-armored 
reconnaissance assets and other units as the 
mission and ci rcumstances require. 

The aviation combat element (ACE) is a 
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron aug
mented with foLlf types of helicopters into a 
composite squadron. These units include 
CH-53E "Super Stallions," CH-46E "Sea 
Knights ," UH-1 N "Hueys," and AH-1 W 
"Super Cobras." A MEU may also include 
fixed-wing aircraft such as the AV-8B 
"Harrier" jet. 

The MEU is unique in that its air and 
ground combat elements are combined with 
combat service suppo1t under one commander. 

According to the USMC, "Thi s 
ai r/ground task force concept is designed to 
thoroughly exploit the combat power inher
ent in air and ground assets by closely inte
grating them into a single force." The MEU 
brings all the supplies it needs to sustain 
itself for quick mission accomplishment or 
to pave the way for any fo llow-on forces. 

The 22d MEU's early history goes basi
cal ly like this: "During the 1960s and 
1970s, the current 22d MEU was activated 
at various times as the Marine Amphibious 
Unit to participate in exercises and opera
tions in the Caribbean and Mediterranean 
Seas, and the North Atlantic. On I 5 
December 1982, it was redesigned the 22d 

Although Moscow was adamant about its 
refusal to sign on to any NATO use of force 
against Yugoslavia, the Kremlin did agree to 
send a token squad of army airborne troops 
from a company already deployed to the 
Balkans as part of NATO's Stabilization Force 
(SFOR) in Bosnia. Russian paras inspect the 
American M16A2 and U.S. Marine inspects 
AKS-74. 

MEU. The 22d MEU and its two sister 
units, the 24 and 26 MEUs, operate on a 
rotational basis as the Landing Force, U.S. 
Sixth Fleet, usually in the Mediterranean 
Sea." Since then, the 22d MEU has seen 
action in Grenada, Lebanon, off the coast of 
Yugoslavia and in Africa. 

"The future of warfare," Christmas said, 
quoting USMC General Chuck Krulac, "is 
not the son of Desert Storm, but the stepson 
of Somalia. 

"That means rapid reaction to brush fire 
wars, and not mass ive six-month-long 
deployments to tackle an entrenched enemy. 
The MEU embod ies exactly the type of 
fighting force America needs in the next 
century," Christmas continued. "We are 
rapid deployment. Just look at our present 
s ituation. 

"We have elements providing securi ty at 
the Embassy in Tirana, we have elements 
ready to evacuate Embassy personnel in 
Congo and we are taking part in a NATO 
PfP," Christmas said. "The Army must base 
themselves on land and are logistically 
hamstrung. The MEU is self-contained. 
Case in point was SETAF's (Southern 
European Task Force/headquartered in 
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Vicenza, Italy) 1997 m1ss10n to poss ibly 
evacuate our embassy in Kinshasa. They 
based themselves in Brazzaville, Congo, 
across the river from Kinshasa, and their 
visible presence sent a mixed message that 
the situation wasn't safe enough for our 
embassy staff and that maybe the U.S. had 
lost faith in the government. The MEU can 
sit off the coast, as we are now doi ng, be 
sight unseen but be effective when needed." 

While choppering into Albania to protect 
a threatened embassy and deploying off the 
coast of Africa for a possible evacuation cer
tainly provided the 22d MEU with the kind 
of "real world" experience no exercise can 
match, an opportunity, any opportunity, to 
cross train with Russian, German and British 
paras, as well as Italian and Greek marines, 
is something no U.S. Marine would pass up. 

"On board ship we normally spend our 
days doing PT on deck, cleaning our 
weapons, attending lots of classes, etc.," 
USMC Staff Sergeant Donald Myers told 
SOF, while his squad of Marines compared 
their M16A2s with the newly issued AKS-74 
assault rifles used by a squad of Russian a1my 
paras also preparing for a patrolling exercise. 

Although Moscow had been adamant 
about its refusal to sign on to any NATO use 
of force against Yugoslavia, the Kremlin did 
agree to send a token squad of arn1y air
borne troops from a company already 
deployed to the Balkans as part of NATO 's 
Stabilization Force (SFOR) in Bosnia. 

"I' m looking forward to hav ing a chance 
to cross-trai n with the Russians," said 
Corporal Felipe Cruz, a Sacramento, Calif. , 
native. "The 22d MEU was involved in a 
' Sea Breeze' exercise last year in Ukraine 
and that was great." 

Sergeant Anthony Clark said the whole 
idea of cross training with different NATO 
armies was to show them some of the skills 
the Marines have perfected, as well as pick 
up on various tactics that might integrate 
well into Marine doctrine. 

"The bottom line," Staff Sergeant Myers 
said with a smi le, "is any time a Marine gets 
a chance to get off ship he is pumped up and 
excited. Let's move out. " 

Myer's 11 -man squad was then joined 
by two Greek marines, who came along to 
show the USMC a little bit of Hellenic ori
entation ski lls. 

The Bize training area, a 20-minute 
chopper ride west of the Albanian capital, 
Tirana, seems truly suited for any training 
any possible NATO deployment across the 
border in to Kosovo. Dozens of concrete 
bunkers, built by the hundreds of thousands 
under the regime of Envir Hoxa, Litter the 
bowl-shaped exercise zone. A nearby vi l
lage wou ld be typical of any that NATO 
forces wou ld encounter. 

"I want you men to stagger more," Staff 
Sgt. Myers yelled to a clump of Marines 
walking a ridge line just below us. "If there 
was any offensive action against this squad, 
you men would have been wiped out. Give 
yourselves some space." 

The sq uad's mi ss ion this afte rnoon 
was to fo ll ow a pre-determined path 
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across a wide variety of terrain, make 
radio contact when they reached each 
checkpoint and then make it back to base. 
What none of the Marines were awa re of, 
however, was that at intermittent spots 
along the march "unknown enemy e le
ments" wo uld engage them in a firefight 
and force them LO cou nterattack. 

Not to be left out, undisclosed U.S. SpecOps 
provided additional security at the NATO FTX 
- here with a flat-top M4 carbine, Trijicon 
ACOG sight and Knight Armament integrated 
rail system. (below) An essential part of every 
Marines kit: weapon, boots and SOF. 

"This is the way we keep Mari nes on 
their toes," Myers explai ned. "Never let 
them get lazy." 

"Thi s is Alpha ca ll ing Spiderman, do 
you read?" Lance Corporal Duke Duplessis 
called in to his radio as the sq uad neared a 
series of bunkers not marked on their map. 
"I've got a number of unknown landmarks, 
and need confimiation. Over." 

Just then Staff Sgt. Myers blew his whis
tle and announced the squad was under 
attack from the bunkers. 

Marines moved quickly, breaking off 
in to three man groups and taking up fo r
ward and fl anking positions with few errors. 

"That's it," Myers yel led. "You men take 
up flanking positions. How else are you 
going to take those bunkers?" 

Whi le the Marines were certainly the 
stars of this PfP exercise, it was the rela
tionship between the German paras and 
their Russian airborne guests that really 
made deep impressions on the many stu
dents of history on hand. 

"We have been working together on var
ious levels with the Russ ian military fo r 
many years now," German army 26 1/5 
Kommander Hauptman Janel told SOF. 
"For hi storical reasons it is important that 
Germany work doubly hard to make the 
Russians comfortable wi th us as a people, a 
nation and learn to respect the peacefu l 

nature of our military. That's why we 
undertook the responsibility of trans
porting and billeting the Russian con

tingent to this exercise." 
11Crossing" The 

Russians 
There were few at Bize who didn't stop 

and watch when both militari es cross
trained each other's troops in the basics of 
their weaponry. The Germans show ing off 
the newly iss ued H&K G-36, and the 
Russ ians showing the German paras how to 
prec ision fire the AKS-74. 

Altho ugh Cooperative Assembl y '98 
was stamped a success by AFSOUTH 
and NATO, it did li tt le to convi nce any
one of the preca ri ous ituation any 
NATO act io n against the forme r 
Yugos lav ia wo uld present. 

If NATO goes ahead and bombs 
Yugoslav forces, the conventional wisdom 
holds, it would embolden the KLA and do 
little to encourage a peaceful settlement 
through negotiation . 

If NATO deploys ground troops along 
the Albanian-Kosovo border, the immediate 
beneficiary wou ld most certainl y be 
Belgrade because it wou ld deny the KLA 
their use of Albania as a staging and training 
ground, as well as a source of weaponry. 

If NATO does nothing, then the organi
zat ion and its member states are ca ll ed 
benign and might be held as bystanders to 
any future civ ili an massacres li ke those 
which characterized the confl ict in Bosnia. 

Either way, NATO finds itself in a bind. 

Mark H. Milstein is SOF's senior .foreign 
correspondent. ~ 
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it is nor the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong ------------

T 
he Director General 
of the Co lombian 
National Po li ce 
returned from hi s 
daily 0500 morning 

Mass to be greeted by the 
morning's latest casualty 
report. It was another bad 
night: nine po licemen 

man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have done them bet/er. The 
credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred 
by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short 
again; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions; and spends him
self in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement; and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring 
greatly so th.at his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who 

ment of Colombia control s, 
at best, on ly 50% of the 
country. This is a conflict 
that comes to the United 
States every clay in the form 
of drugs on our streets, in our 
schoo ls and in our neighbor
hoods. " No person with two know neither victory nor defeat. -T R. Roosevelt 

ki lled, 13 wounded and two miss ing, a police barracks destroyed. 
General Rosso Jose Serrano faces this, and much more, every morn
ing. Thus far in the decade of the '90s, more than 4,000 of his 
policemen have been killed. When cops in the United States hear 
this, they shudder. 

This tough, but deeply religious man is up against an almost 
impossible situation. Serrano is no stranger to these circumstances. 
He's· faced worse: He remembers all too well the Pablo Escobar 
clays. However, that was when U.S. support 
being de li vered and President Bush had 
declared a serious "war on drugs." That 
was when a real commitment had 
been made and assets were ded
icated to our allies. 

The narco-guerrilla 
war that is now raging 
in Colombia is get-
ting worse each 
clay. The govern-

General Rosso Jose Serrano: 
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grains of sense, can doubt 
that this narco-guerri lla conflict in Colombia has a direct relationship 
to the national security of the Uni ted States of America. It ends up on 
our doorstep in the form of drugs," says Congressman Ben Gilman 
(R-NY), Chai rman of the House International Relations Committee. 
"In the war on drugs, no one has been a better all y to the United States 
than Genera l Rosso Jose Serrano, we cannot abandon him! " contin
ues Gilman. The same sentiment is shared by the Commander, U.S. 

Southern Command (CinCSouth) , General Charles Wilhelm, 
USMC, who oversees our national security inter

ests in Latin America. 
Throughout thi s long and convo

luted struggle, there have been 
many key players in the inter

national war on drugs. 
None have had a more 

profound effect on 
this violent situa

tion in Colombia 
and the result-

Colombia's Last Chance? 

Gen. Rosso Jose 
Serrano, director 
general of the 
Colombian National 
Police: The Man In 
The Arena. 
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ing damage and the victories fo r the U.S. than has Gen. Serrano. 
This quiet, unassuming man has the reputation as a lawman with an 
iron will and nerves of stee l. He 's had at least e ight assassi nat ion 
attempts on him in the past four years by the drug carte ls, the narco
guerrillas or the paramilitaries . P lain and simple, he 's a marked 
man. Because of the security situati on in Colombia, hi s fami ly is 
forced to live outside of his native country. He won' t let his famil y 
become targets as a result of hi s dedication. 

The administrator of the Drug Enfo rcement Adm inistration 
(DEA), Thomas Constantine, call s him " the fo remost hero in the 
war on drugs ." "Hey, it 's no secret he's ou r man in Bogota," says 
former FBI Agent John P. Mackey, Investigative Cou nsel at the 
House International Relations Committee. "It 's just so frustrating 
because our government has prom ised to support him, and has 
fai led miserably. It cloesn ' t pay to be an ally of the gringos in the 
drug war!" Mackey, who is known as a "cop's cop" and hand les ter
rorism, international narcotics and criminal justice matters for con
gress, has led numerous fact-finding miss ions to Colombia. 

The Arena 

optimism by anyone fami li ar with the current sin1ation. "This is not 
a strong prescription fo r success," offers Congressman Gilman, who 
recently returned from Colombia. 

The Mission 
The mission that Gen . Serrano faces every clay is an awesome 

one indeed. He must enforce the rule of law and protect the 
Colombian people. Colombia is fac ing the greatest challenge of its 
more than 200-year-olcl democracy. To face clown and destroy the 
world 's largest criminal mafias, was just the beginning for this soft
spoken and modest man. H is security forces have faced the li fe and 
death challenges of a war within their own country. Since Serrano 
took charge in 1994, the price for maintaining the peace has been a 
very high one indeed. 

His losses of key personnel and some of his most experienced 
and best-trained anti narcotics agents have been severe. "How long 
the Colombi an security forces can pay this high price is a question 
that only Gen. Serrano is capable of answeri ng," states Mackey. 

General Serrano's mis
s ion is one that Lhe 
Clinton admini stration , 
and Madeleine Albright 's 
state department, have 
helped outline for him. 
However, that direction 
was given with the 
promise of ass istance 
and cooperation. "Thus 
far, Gen . Serrano has 
de li vered, the C linton 
administration and the 
Alb right state depart
ment ... hasn ' t," con
tends a frustrated state 
department officia l who 
requested he/she not be 
named. 

Looking Back In 
Perspective 

Colombia is a coun
try the size of Texas, 
Oklahoma and Arkan
sas, and it is just crawl
ing with narco-guerril
las , common criminals, 
parami li taries and te r
ro ri sts . The security 
forces of Colombia face 
a miss ions that few can 
fully appreciate, as they 
seem to fight on a 360-
degree perimeter. Ser
rano 's poli cemen are 
out-gunned by terrorists. 
The si tuation is one that 
has not been recognized 
by the Clinton adm inis
tration: In fact, there is 
strong ev idence that it 
has been ignored the 
obv ious turmoi l as a 
political "tar baby" · by 
the state department. 
"It 's obvious that they 
don 't want another E l 
Salvador on Madeleine 

Drug kingpin Pablo Escobar meets final justice at the hands of Brig. Gen. 
Rosso Jose Serrano's anti-narcotics police on 2 December 1993 - a success
ful end to the most unique manhunt in modern history. 

2 December l 998 
marks the fifth anni ver
sary of drug lord Pablo 
Escobar 's death at the 
hands of the Colombian 
National Police. Those 
five years have proven to 

Albright 's watch. Her 
public relations people won't stand for that , and they call the shots 
at Foggy Bottom," reports a career state department official very 
fam ili ar with the Colombia d ilemma. "Her press clippings on 
Bosnia, the Midd le East and Europe are more important than our 
cooperation with trusted allies like Gen. Serrano, it 's all spin!" he 
continued . 

The three larges t guerrilla groups in Co lombia are the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the National 
Liberation Anny (ELN) and the Army for Popular Liberation 
(EPL). Combined, they number well over 25,000 armed fi ghters 
and they range throughout every geographic location in this trou
bled country. From Colombia's coastal shores to the Andes moun
tain ranges to the sweeping plains of the east, to the southeastern 
Amazon basin, close to Brazi l, to the large c ities; the violence is 
always there. Thi s past August a nation-wide guerrilla offe nsive 
claimed more than 300 policemen and soldiers. The strength of this 
offensive and the capabilities of the insurgents stunned the govern
ment. "U.S. and Colombian in te lligence were as leep at the switch," 
contends a DEA agent who recently returned to Washington, D.C. 
from Bogota. 

General Serrano must combat the ex panding violence, am id 
grow ing political pressures, reactionary outl aw paramilitaries and 
the shaky new presidency of Andres Pastrana. The reported peace 
negotiations wi th the FARC and ELN are not viewed with great 
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the world that Colom
bia's "top cop," Rosso Jose Serrano, is the worl d 's number-one drug 
fighter. It has been a terribly hard-earned tit le. 

The International Association of Chiefs of Police wi ll honor 
Gen. Serrano in October at their international convention, as the 
"Lawman of the Decade." General Serrano refu sed to accept the 
award as a personal honor - he would only receive it in the name 
of the thousand and thousands of his policemen who has died trying 
to preserve the peace in Colombia. 

Five years ago, Escobar was the world 's most wanted man. The 
man hunt for him was trul y one for the books. Thousands and thou
sands of lawmen and mili tary personnel were involved . Ultimately, 
Escobar was brought to fin al justice by Brig. Gen. Rosso Jose 
Serrano, who commanded the nearly 3,000 members of the e lite 
U.S.-trained anti narcotics police. 

With Escobar dead, and now Gen . Serrano commanding the 
entire 120,000-strong National Police Force, th ings have changed 
very much. Today, he's in the middle of a growing conflict that 
makes the re ign of terror by Pablo Escobar pale by compari son: He 
is now fighting a war against FARC, ELN and EPL narco-guerril
las. His current director of the anti-narcotics pol ice (the tightl y knit 
and highl y di sciplined DANT! uni t), Co lonel Leonardo Gallego, 
has suffe red almost 20% casualties in the past two years, and has 
lost I 0 of their once 55-strong helicopter fl eet to narco-guerrilla 
ground fire. "Without more and better helicopters, we can't do our 
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job," contends Gallego. The future without 
U.S. assistance is looking very bleak -
bleak to everyone but Gen . Serrano. 

"This Gen. Serrano is a unique character, 
he does not recognize failure as an option," 
says Col. Bill Corson, USMC (Ret.), a well
known authority on guerrilla warfare and 
low-intensity conflict. Corson goes on to 
describe Gen. Serrano's situation as "one of 
the great stories of true patriotism, not only 
to Colombia but to the United States as well 
... remember he 's fighting our war for us, 
with very limited support. When you look at 
th is s ituation objectively, this particular 
predicament is an embarrassment to a coun
try such as the United States, that talks a 
goods game, but fai ls where it counts. 
Where it counts, of course, is with Serrano's 
po licemen on the front lines ... they are the 
ones doing the fighting and dying to enforce 
the rule of law." 

General Serrano was ab le to destroy the 
Medellin Ma fi a, in wh at was for the 
National Police, a terribly bloody and cost
ly endeavor. The Medellin Mafia had 

Gen. Serrano and Col. Gallego in the field, examining an aircraft shot down by narco-guerrillas. 

sought to bring the government 
to it 's knees by terror and t vio
lence, and they almost succeed
ed. The death and destruction 
was horrible during the Pablo 
Escobar period. 

Serrano was later able to 
dismember the Cali Mafia, who 
employed a strategy of using 
" lawyers agains t the law." 
S impl y put, the Cali carte l 
operated very similar to U.S. 
Mafia groups. Instead of out
ri ght violence, they preferred 
using trial lawyers to undermine 
Co lombian justice by endless lit
igation, bribes and death threats 

violence followed. 

No sma ll feat indeed. 
"He lost too many good men 

in thi s effort to give up now ... 
thousands upon thousands have 
died .. . and it will probably get 
worse before it gets better," 
contends Congressman Bob 
Barr (R-Ga.)," who has visited 
the front lines in Colombia and 
has champ ioned Serrano 's 
efforts. 

In the line of Fire 
American Drug Czar, Gen. 

Barry McCaffrey, after a brief 
trip to Colombia in October of 
1997 , succ inctly described 
Serrano 's men as heroes. He 
promised that he would help. "I 
am returning to the Uni ted 
States conv inced that both our 0 

0 
o countries can do more to coop-

Nonetheless, through his· re lent
less dedication and single-mind
ed purpose, Gen . Serrano 's 
National Pol ice dismantled the 
Ca li Carte l, as well. He was 
recently tes tify ing before the 
U.S. Congress in April of this 
year that, "These drug lords are 
either dead or in jail today ... " 

"Drug Czar" Gen. Barry Mccaffrey, who saw the bloody Colombian 
conflict up close and personal. Mccaffrey is now pressing the 
Pentagon and state department for more assistance to General 
Serrano's security forces. 

erate against the production, 
sale and consumption of illegal 
drugs." The growing violence 
facing the Colombian National 

PIC.UING UP .Jilli~~ 
Along with the U.S. military, FBI and DEA leadership, congressmen such as 

Representatives Ben Gilman (R-N.Y.), Charles Tangel (D-N.Y.), Bob Barr (R-Ga.). John 
Mica (R-Fla.), Bill McCollum (R-Fla.), Dan Burton (R-Ind.), Porter Goss (R-Fla.), 
Dennis Haste11 (R-lll.), Tom Manton (D-N.Y.), Peter King (R-N.Y.), Bob Mendez (D
N..J.), Dana Rohrabacker CR-Calif.), Rod Blagojevich (D-TII .), Mark Souder (R-lnd.) , Asa 
Hutchinson (R-Ark.), Gene Taylor (D-Miss.), Roy Blount (R-Mo.) and Cass Ballenger 
(R-N.C.) have visited Colombia and seen first hand what General Serrano faces . They 
have formed a bi-pai1isan effort ai1d have taken strong legislative action to steer assis
tance to Serrano's brave drug fighters. This is to counter bureaucratic slow-roll ing by the 
Albright state department and a Clinton administration that talks about a campaign 
against drugs but is woefully short on action. "The drug fighters on the front lines have 
been hung out to dry," says Major Messing, and he ought to know. Messing has made 
many a trip to the front lines and enjoys a superb reputation with the national police and 
l'he Colombian a1my for the dangers he has faced with them. - C.M. 
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Police and the milita ry has 
overshadowed the State Department 's busi
ness-as-usual approach. Gen. McCaffrey 
has promised more assistance to the belea
guered Colombian security forces. He real
izes a ll too well the position that Gen. 
Serrano find s himse lf in , and he has 
promi sed hi s help. But this promise from 
one general to another, is being blocked by 
the state department. 

As usual , the state department, under the 
questionable leadership of Ms. Albright, is 
in no hurry to adm it its mistakes and change 
course, even if not to do so will cost inno
cent lives. The recent statements by Ms. 
Albright n·ying to justify the cruise missile 
attack on the "terrorist" phaimacy bu ilding 
in Sudan proves that. "This admini stration 
does a great job with 'spin ' but they fa il with 
substance," stated Col. Corson. 
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(above) General Serrano 
(right of center, in uniform) 
buries more of his brave 
men after the August 
narco-guerrilla offensive. 
(right) Colombian National 
Police casualties from last 
August. Once wounded and 
out of ammunition, they 
were doused with gasoline 
and burned alive. Noted 
NDCF, "no human rights 
complaints were filed 
against these terrorists." 

During McCaffrey's visit he traveled to remote operati ng bases of the Colombian 
Security Forces to see the conflict first-hand. And that he did ... almost too close. One of the 
security elements doing the advance work for his vi it was ambushed and two DANT! 
agents were killed by FARC terrorists. These Colombian National Police officers were some 
of Gen. Serrano's very best. "The good general is running out of men ... I've been down this 
road before," observes Corson. 

General McCaffrey has been in enough gun fights to know that it could have been him 
in that ambush. Upon he return to Washington, D.C. he demanded more assistance for the 
Colombian drug fighters. Reportedly, his pleas fe ll on deaf ears at the U.S. State 
Department. "They won't let President Clinton be drawn into another El Salvador situation 
... he's just got too many problems now and the Albright state department has a questionable 
list of efforts in the past six years - just look back at Somalia, Haiti, North Korea and the 
quagmire in Bosnia," continues Corson. 

Check and See 
While armchair pundits in the state department and other branches of our government 

kept denying the obvious - that the guerri llas had been subverted and were now in the drug 
trade - Serrano 's National Police had "kept their eyes on the ball" and had focused on the 
guerrilla 's drug trade: This is where they get their vast sums of money. This was done while 
most U.S. support had been shut off, after President Clinton decertified Colombia in 1996 
because of political corruption and President Ernesto Samper's alleged campaign fund-rais
ing with the drug lords. The state department did this intentionally and the U.S. Ambassador 
Myles Frechette was the official in charge in Bogota. 

Although the DANTI was considered honest and totally reliable, support was withheld 
and Serrano's casualties continued to mount during this bloody period. The tragedy of this 
situation was that Serrano was losing some of his very best men. Regardless of this, Serrano 
refused to give up: He actually increased interdiction operations agai nst the narco-guerril
las. This was accomplished at a very heavy price. Without the needed helicopters for mede
vac, many a wounded Colombian national po liceman and soldier never made it out of a 
landing zone alive, during interdiction operations. 

As U.S. support was held up, allegedly because of President Samper 's 1994 campaign 
fundraising with drug money, casualties mounted. "The drug fighters doing the fighting and 
dying were the ones being punished, not President Samper!" emphas izes Col. Corson. With 
the Clinton adm inistration withholding assistance because of drug money in President 
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Maj. Gen. Rosso Jose Serrano presents the 
Distinguished Service Medal of Colombia to 
Maj. Gilbert A. Macklin, USMC. Looking on is 
George Crile, producer of CBS' 60 Minutes. 

(above) Former U.S. Ambassador to 
Colombia Myles Frechette (right) will have to 
take responsibility for his denial of the narco
guerrilla situation and later, the delay of 
already-promised U.S. assistance to Gen. 
Serrano's forces. (below) Gen. Serrano pre
sents Maj. Messing of the NDCF with a spe
cial award for his assistance to the DANTI in 
the war on drugs. 
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(above) Colombian National Policeman killed 
during a security operation near Bogota. 
(right) Gen. Rosso Jose Serrano contem
plates an uncertain future. (below) 
Congressman Ben Gilman, chairman of the 
House International Relations Committee, vis
ited the front lines of the war on drugs. Rep. 
Gilman insisted on meeting as many DANTI 
agents as possible. 

Samper 's 1994 campaign, the good 
Colombians could only shake their heads in 
disbelief. Ironically, today President 
Clinton finds himself under strong scrutiny 
over his own presidential campaign fund
raising practices by Congressman Dan 
Burton's (R-Ind.) campaign finance investi
gation. 

Ironically, Burton has been a workhorse 
in getting helicopters down to Serrano's 
cops . All the whi le, during Samper 's 
tenure, Serrano 's dedicated drug fighters 
were paying a very heavy price - in casu
alties and death. 

America's Promises Not Kept 
In 1994, the former U.S. Ambassador to 

Columbia, Myles Frechette, openly denied 
the possibility of "s ignificant guerrilla 
involvement in the drug trade" for three 
years. After congressional hearings in July 
1997, he changed his tune and grudgingly 
admitted the obvious. "History may record 
that Ambassador Frechette wiLI bear the 
brunt of this miscalculation and possible 
cover-up, but the Colombians are paying for 
it today, in flesh and blood," states Corson. 
An extensive Government Accounting 
Office (GAO) investigation revealed a large 
number of management problems and inef
ficiency in supporting Gen. Serrano 's anti
narcotics efforts . "It was a direct result of 
gross mismanagement, ineptitude and pro
fess ional incompetence on the part of per
sonnel mann ing the Narcotics Affairs 
Section of the U.S. embassy, in Bogota," 
contends Col. Corson. "In the years to 
come, Frechette's 'not-on-my-watch' strate-
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gy, will haunt Clinton's foreign policy." A 
resulting GAO investigation pointed out 
who was responsible for this mess. 

Echoing that very same theme, is retired 
Special Forces Major Andy Messing, who 
characterized the Ambassador's tenure in 
Bogota as "Frechette's Follies." "Look, 
those guys down at the U.S. embassy in 
Bogota, who were charged with supporting 
our best ally in the war on drugs .. . failed 
miserably. They gave Amateur Hour a bad 
name. Now, let's see who's accountable!" 
continues Messing. "There 's a war going 
on , good people are dying every day. 
However, it's a battle between bureaucrats 
in the state department, and law-enforce
ment officials who are faced with an impos
sible task," adds Corson. 

Regional Security Concerns 
Major Messing, Executive Director of 

the Washington, D.C.-based National 
Defense Council Foundation (NDCF) , envi
sions that Colombia 's struggle will dwarf 
the bloody LO-year insurgency in El 
Salvador, especially after U.S. troops pull 
out of Panama. He should know, as he made 
56 trips into war-torn El Salvador from 
I 982- I 991. His foundation has an ongoing 
study of Colombia's narco-guerrilla war 
with more than 20 trips into the combat 
zones since 1985. Furthermore, his analysis 
of the ongoing Panama dilemma is equally 
negative and is closely interrelated with 
Colombia's narco-guerri lla conflict. 

"The narco-guerrilla conflict is spilling 
over into Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil and 
especially Venezuela. The problem with the 
Panamanian border was accentuated by 
large scale PARC operations in August 
against the Colombian Army. In the north
ern Colombian province ofUraba more than 
100 peopie were killed in just a month . It 's 
gotten so bad in the east, that the 
Venezuelan government has stationed near
ly 15,000 additional troops on its frontier 
with Colombia in the last year." That pretty 

Continued on page 73 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ DECEMBER 1998 



StarLight 
"It was a dark and stormy night" (at last, 40 years behind a type

writer and we finally get to use this line!): It was raining, it was dark, 
and the campfire we had just lit barely provided enough light to 
chase the siblings around the clearing trying to whup knots on 'em 
for fighting over - and breaking - the flashlight. Only the Old 
Man's dander was up: the tent was still a slippery heap of wet and 
tangled Gore-Tex shimmering in the firelight. 

Consindering the Lautenberg Amendment, it was fortunate that a 
couple weeks earlier Kevin Gross of Applied Innovative 
Technologies had dropped by SOF's editorial offices with a 
StarLight - a new, virtually unbreakable fl ashlight that never needs 
batteries. It never needs batteries like a politician never needs the 
truth: It doesn ' t use 'em. 

The innards of this new instrument conceal a reciprocating mag
neto, which given approximately 360 onanistic shakes will fully 
charge a capacitor, which in turn provides power to a very efficient 
bright-light LED. Shaki.ng it for 15 seconds every 2-3 minutes keeps 
it fully charged. It can lie in a car trunk or go-pack for years and be 
ready to shake and use instantly. There are no batteries to die, cor
rode, or malfunction in extreme cold. There is no fragile filament 
bulb to break. 

The light was less than from a conventional D-cell , but more than 
adequate to set up the tent and fi nd the last whimpering sibling trem
bling in the bushes, to let him know all was forgiven , the tent was 
up and the steaks were broiling. The switch glows in the dark, fo r 
easy location. As the magneto contains strong magnets, thi s is not an 
instrument you lay on your laptop computer or carry in your shirt if 
you have a pacemaker. But it is a tool for all seasons wherein you 
need fa il-safe illumination and certitude outweighs convenience. 

Having no batteries, it is very light-weight (16 oz. ready to fire) . 
The subtle noise of the magnet return springs might be objectionable 
in certain tactical situations, but you make your presence known 
anyway when you tum on a light. The light proved strong enough 
for foot nav igation to about 30 feet on a dark and rainy night, and 
much farther than that for signaling. It was truly impressive in total 
darkness - but its salient feature is that it makes you forever inde
pendent of battery-and-bulb logistics. Black or bright yellow. Good 
to 100 ft. underwater. Lifetime warranty. Recommended. 

Contact Kevin Gross, Applied Innovative Technologies, Dept. 
SOF, 258 3rd St. , Ft. Lupton, CO 8062 1; phone: 800-696-7051 ; fax : 
303-857-6689. 

l)ancla Slci1111i11g Axe 
One of my favori te hunting mentors as a kid never carried a 

Bowie-style sheath knife. He had an old two-blade Barlow that had 
seen so much sharpening both blades looked like boning kni ves, and 
an ancient rehandled half-hatchet he had re-ground to have a deep
bellied, double-beveled cutting edge. He kept them both sharp with 
a round pocket stone such as loggers carry for their axes . 

A normal half-hatchet is ground as is a half-axe, with one cheek 
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flat for smoothing timbers, etc., but the profile of the head gives a 
much more generous face (like an exaggerated Hudson Bay axe) so 
when he reground it, it had better than 6 inches of curved cutting sur
face. He'd grab the shank up close to the head and skin out a deer
size animal , then lop off the head and feet and quarter it faster than 
any butcher I ever saw. He could even file! the backstrap with it, as 
although it had an obtuse edge for chopping, he kept it very sharp. 

It was an excellent rig for its intended purpose, but I never saw 
one like it on the market, until now, and the one Gutman Cutlery is 
offering as part of their Junglee line is custom-made for heavy skin
ning, and it is better in every respect than old Henry Kester 's home
made rig. 

Gutman 's Panda skinning axe is made from AUS-8 stainless and 
features a sweeping Ulu-style blade, a broad gutting hook and a fin
ger-contoured shaft to facilitate holding it close to the head for pre
cise work. It has full-tang construction with a comfortable check
ered Kraton handle for a secure grip when chopping in the mud, 
blood and slime. The heel of the blade sweeps to the rear in sort of 
a rounded Hudson Bay pattern, giving a cutting radius of nearly 7 
inches. It is l 5 inches overall , and comes with a good quality leather 
belt sheath. 

Although purpose-built for skinning, the Panda has the reach, 
grind and heft to be a very good all-around field chopper, yet at a 
lean 23 ounces: Worthy gear for any foray into the bush. 

Available from Gutman Cutlery, Dept. SOF, Box 22 19, 
Bellingham, WA 98227; phone: 360-650-9141; fax: 360-676-1075. 

Springfield's 
Su1,,i\fal \f\feapc>11 

Some wise man that no doubt had been there and done that, said 
that the perfect survival weapon is the one you have with you. That 
is what is so perfect about Springfield Armory 's new model M6 
Scout, it is engineered to be easy to have with you. The M6 can go 
almost everywhere with you. Since it stores eas ily in a backpack, 
duffel bag or suitcase it is easy to carry to places or in areas where 
a full -length rifle or shotgun might attract unwanted attention. 

The new model M6 Scout is an over and under, selective fire , 
single shot breach-break weapon that offers the utility of both a rifle 

Springfield's IVl6 Sunri\fal \f\feapon 
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and shotgun with some of the advantages of a handgun. It is light
weight and portable, but still easy to shoot precisely at moderate 
ranges or significantly increase hit probability by bringing to bear a 
large concentration of small lead pellets on a fast moving target. 

A compartment in the stock that almost duplicates the military 
issue model, holds 12 .22 Hornet cartridges and four .410 shotgun 
shells. If you add a 50-round box of Hornet ammo and 20 rounds of 
shotshells, the entire package consisting of weapon, case and 86 
rounds of ammo only weighs about seven and a half pounds and 
occupies a space of 22x6x3 inches. 

Current production models are built for Springfield (Springfield 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 420 West Main St. , Geneseo IL 61254; phone: 
309-944-5631; fax: 309-944-3676) by CZ in the Czech Republic. 
The M6 Scout is an improved copy of the item that has been sup
plied in military survival kits for a number of years. The new M6 
barrel is two inches longer than the military model as prescribed 
under the specifications of the National Firearms Act. And all new 
model M6s have a stout steel trigger guard intended to prevent 
accidental discharge while the military model , obviously intended 
to fac ilitate shooting with mitten covered or injured hands, has no 
trigger guard at all. 

Current production M6s are offered in four models, a .22 Long 
rifle over .410 or a .22 Hornet over .410 in e ither stainless steel or 
matte-black carbon steel. The factory supplied open sights are fully 
adjustable for windage. A peep sight is marked for use with the .22 
Hornet and a shallow "V" flips up for use with the .410. A worth
while option is a Springfield Armory built scope mount that secures 
by means of two large screws and a dovetail. The scope mount is a 
standard 7 /8-inch Weaver-type. 

The .22 Hornet has long been a favorite of deer poachers 
because it is re latively quiet, yet with the right bullet accurately 
placed, can be all you need. Although the cartridge is small , it 
launches a .224 caliber 45-grain bullet at 2800 fps in a factory 
loading (about 400 fps less than the .223 Remington usi ng the 
same projectile). 

The question is what does the Hornet do better as a 
survival/utility cartridge than the .22 rimfires? The rimfi res are 
more popular than the centerfires for survival/utility use primarily 
to their light weight. The .22 long rifle and .22 Magnum are prob
ably the most widely used all purpose cartridges ever invented. 
And the truth is that the .22 Hornet can do anything a .22 rimfi re 
can do in any of its various loadings - and do it a hell of a lot 
better. With its increased velocity, the .22 Hornet can accurately 
increase your effective range. 

The .410 bore is not idea l for goose hunting, and it probably isn' t 
great for long distance ducks either, but it is useful for quail, dove, 
rabbits and the occasional surprise snake. There is plenty of variety 
available in .410 loadings although 3-inch shells loaded with 11/ 16 
ounce of number 4 or 6 lead shot would probably provide best util
ity in the woods. 

Additionally .410 loads can be purchased with 1/5-ounce slugs that 
leave the batTel at around l ,800 fps and deliver about twice as many 
foot-pounds of energy than a 230 grain hardball .45 ACP bullet. 

But ballistics aside, the reason the M6 is such an attractive utility 
weapon is because it packs away into an easily stowable package. 
Someone at Springfie ld Almory knew what they were doing when 
they wrote the specs for the takedown "holster" for the M6. The no
nonsense black nylon case has multiple lash-down points for attach
ing to packs or slings. The exterior is heavy cordura nylon with equal
ly heavy stitching all around. The zippers and other hardware are 
YKK. The case interior is well padded and the lining is a type of hard-
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woven flannel impregnated with anti-rust chemicals. On the outside 
is a Velcro-type closed expandable pocket large enough to hold a 50-
round box of .22 Hornet or 20 3-inch .410 shells. 

The weapon can be carried broken down or assembled and ready 
to use. One can break the M6 into two parts which fit nicely in two 
side pockets, and zip it up to stuff inside a back pack or suitcase; or 
you can choose to leave the weapon assembled and use the middle 
compartment of the case as a very workable scabbard which pro
tects the entire business end and mechanical works of the M6. 

In wild places populated by large carnivores or cranky herbi
vores, hunters most likely will be packing a large-caliber main gun. 
It is precisely in places like this that an M-6 is most useful: a high
velocity .30-caliber hunting rifle is a very poor choice for small 
game or other targets of opportunity. Its ease of carry and calibers 
make it ideal for the unexpected rabbit, grouse or rattlesnake. 

-John Hogan 

err l<ni\fes' Folding TiN Tant<> 
When "Tanto"- style blades came into vogue in Japan, an adver

sary well might be clad in leather armor. A Tanto 's point geometry 
was developed to penetrate, yet be strong. The esthetic of Tanto 
blades may have been slow to catch on with Western tastes, but it 
offers particular advantages for rescue personnel. 

Because of its strong and penetrating point, a good Tanto can cut 
to where the work is. Further, the relatively straight blade gives a 
long surface for serrations - and the more serrations the more cut
ting work can be accomplished in a single stroke. Add to this a tita
nium nitride coating with its incredible wear resistance and low 
coefficient of friction and you may well have designed an optimal 
compact folder for EMTs, cops and other rescue personnel : a strong 
blade that will readily pierce obstructions or the workpiece itself, 
and cut like a bandit on slicing strokes. 

PTFE coatings reduce tool friction, but TiN coatings are better 

by an order of magnitude as to how they wear - and the life 
extension they give a sharp edge. TiN coatings are applied to 
reduce wear on machine tools, and the lower friction is a bonus: 
On a rescuer's hand tools such as knives, however, lower friction 
can be a deciding factor in whether he gets the work done in the 
time fate has allowed. 

G-T Knives has developed just such an optimal folder. It has a 
Tanto-style blade, is serrated nearly three-fourths of its 3-5/8" 
length - and the ATS-34 blade is titanium nitride-coated. Like the 
first model GT folder, the Tanto features precisely machined grip 
scales of 6061 T6 aluminum with a hard anodized finish, and a 
moveable pocket clip to accommodate individual needs. 

For police use or in jurisdictions not befuddled by such efficient 
conveniences, the Tanto is available as an automatic opener. On the 
regular model, stainless thumb studs provide efficient one-hand 
opening in the likely event the other hand is busy holding a work
piece or otherwise engaged trying to stanch blood flow or immobi
lize fractures in an accident victim. All metal , it is eas ily sterilized. 

Of consequence in knives designed for aggressive thrusting is 
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the possibility of your hand sliding forward into serious grief - a 
hilt not generally being practical on a fo lder (West Side Story stilet
tos notwithstanding). On the GT Tanto, the significant bulge that 
houses the rotary lock acts as a good hand block, and its sl ip-proof 
grip texture and excellent ergonomics keep your hand off the blade 
on spirited thrusts. 

Plexiglas and aluminum are best cut with a saw, but they yield
ed to this blade, as did manila and synthetic line, belts and tire cas
ings - even the thin steel of a car door. 

When we reviewed GT's first folder, we thought it was as good 
as it gets. The new Tanto, however, is an advance, especially for res
cue work. It is must-have gear if you pilot (or jump out ot) planes, 
or rescue people from any of our mechanical contrivances that go 
wrong. A serious tool. Recommended. Can 't wait to see what they 
do next. 

Made by GT Knives, Dept. SOF, 7734 Arjons Drive, San Diego, 
CA 92126; phone 619-530-8766; fax: 619-530-0734; or check out 
their web site: www.gtknives.com 

Alaslcan 1-l<><>lc C:lea\fer 
Some dressers of big game control their skinner through prac

ticed skill, and some skinning knives have des ign features that make 
skillful manipulation easier for those of us from the less-dexterous 
side of the gene pool. Such is Gutman 's Alaskan Hook Cleaver, part 
of their Junglee line of outdoor working knives. 

Made in Taiwan of AUS-8 stainless, the Alaskan Skinner starts 
with a checkered Kraton grip on its full-tang handle, for a secure 
grip under a coating of mud, blood or fish slime. To enhance blade 
control, there is an ample forefinger hole in the rear of the blade, 
and on top are serrations for thumb grip and blade guidance. If you 
think it might get away from you, there is also an ample lanyard 
hole in the butt. 

The hefty 5-7 /8-inch blade is ground with a round bevel appro
priate for such a blade that you intend to chop with, and it comes 
shaving-sharp. It features a broad gutting hook ample even for very 
thick hides such as sea lion or horse, but which comes down to a 
fine enough plowpoint to pick up thin skins such as cat or even rab
bit: anything so thin you couldn ' t use this for, you 'd probably want 
to use scissors on anyway. 

As its name implies, it is intended to be a hard-use cleaver, and 
for this it has ample heft, reach and the right grind. The sweep of the 
front might have a larger radius for some tastes, but that is a matter 
of taste and this solid handful will give good service no matter just 
what is one's personal preference. As there was no large game is 
season when we got this in for T&E, we took it to a meat packing 
plant and got a foreman to indulge us as we rift hide, pulled hide and 
chopped sinew and joints apart to our hearts content. It comes in a 
good quality sewn-leather belt sheath. 

I'd like to try this on a salmon as I'd bet you could split him from 
anus to gills and have the guts out and the steaks cut before your 

Continued on page 71 
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Why We ~ombed~ffsama bin L~den's 
Shadowy World of Intrigue 

by Al J_ Venter 
Photos: AP/Wide World 

T 
here has been speculation as to why 
American cruise missiles targeted 
Khartoum's Al Shifa Pharmaceutica l 
factory. Washington maintains that the 

strike was legi timate but it offers little proof. 
Under the ci rcumstances (and the 

amount of media coverage given to the 
events) this is possibly a mistake. If 
Washington had been more forthcom ing 
with the facts they might not have given the 
Sudanese the moral high ground achieved 
from an intelligence black-out. 

What is irrefutable and which has yet to 
become an issue, is that the soi l sample clan
destinely removed from the factory's rose 
garden does present incontrovertible evi
dence ofEMPTA or, more precisely, 0 -ethyl 
methylphosphonothioic acid. EMPTA, as 
Iraq has demonstrated in the past, can be a 
ready precursor for the manufacture of 
deadly VX nerve agent. Few - if any -
known conunercial compounds share the 
specifi c structura l characteristics of 
EMPTA. [For example, Fyrol 6, a flame 
retardant, and fonofos (Dyfonate), a pesti
cide, have common to them a P-C bond·and 
sulfur groups. But the P-C bond is in the 
form of an ethyl group, not a methyl as in 
the case of EMPTA.] 

What has not been made clear, according 
to Eric Croddy of the Chemical and 

Fond of cameras and of posing with weapons 
such as this Krinkov (above), exiled Saudi 
millionaire and terrorist sponsor Osama bin 
Laden was a CIA client during the Afghan war 
with the former Soviet Union, and now 
preaches - and practices - the killing of 
any American anywhere, for such affronts as 
U.S. support for Israel, U.S. presence in Saudi 
Arabia, etc. Suspected of sponsoring the 
1996 attack on American barracks in Saudi 
Arabia, and of the vehicle bombs that 
destroyed the U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania on 7 August, Osama bin Laden, his 
terrorist minions, and his extensive assets 
now make attractive targets. 
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Biological Weapons Nonproliferation 
Project at the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies and author of Chemical 
and Biological Wa1fare: An Annotated 
Bibliography, is that scientists found essen
tially one half of a VX molecule, and the part 
which is the most difficult to find or produce, 
containing not only a phosphorus-carbon 
bond, but sulfur as well. 

Significantly, Iraq has used this same 
precursor to manufacture VX. 

A fact ignored by many critics of the 

attack is that the addition of more com
monly found tertiary amines can, under the 
right conditions, form the nerve gas VX. 
The significance here is that EMPTA is 
about as close to the V-agent as it is possi
ble to get without developing serious toxic 
properties. In fac t, Croddy suggested that 
EMPTA might be slightly toxic of itself. 

Gas House Gang 
Four other issues also have significance: 
• Reports from the Sudan more than a 

Nearly simultaneous explosions on 7 August destroyed the 
American embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, killing more than 70 people and injuring more than 
1, 100 - the work of Osama bin Laden. Bank building (above, fore
ground) was collapsed onto remains of embassy building. U.S. 
Ambassador to Kenya Prudence Bushnell (right) is helped to 
safety by unidentified man also injured in explosion. Ambassador 
Bushnell had been giving a news conference at the Ufundi 
Cooperative Bank Building, near the embassy. 
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year ago indicated that the Khartoum gov
ernment was embarking on bringing a 
"chemical and bacteriological" factory into 
production. I reported that development in 
Jane's Pointer in March 1998. Quoting the 
Paris-based Arabic language Al-Watan 
al'Arabi of31October 1997, the magazine 
pinpointed d1e location of th is facility in the 
Khartoum-Bahri suburb of Kuhar. That fac
tory, coincidentally, was left intact by the 
Americans largely because it was situated in 
a residential area. The Elshifa plant, in con
trast, had been built in an industrial suburb 
on the outsk irts of K11artoum. 

• Second, Jane's d isclosed months 
before the attack that after Operation Desert 
Storm, Saddam Hussein managed to shift a 
proportion of his biochemical assets to the 
Sudan. These, as yet undetermined agents, 
reached Khartoum overland , through Libya. 

• Third, Mohammed Saddiq Odeh, one 
of two bomb suspects responsible for the 
Nairobi bomb attack, has named six associ
ates, all of them linked to bin Laden and at 
least two with Sudanese connections. 

• Last, the fact that the factory originally 
belonged to Osama bin Laden says a lot. 
When it was built, he had already, in 1993, 
been involved in an attempted assassination 
attempt on Prince Abd ullah, son of Jordan's 
King Hussein . Those responsible were a 
Jordanian splinter group, "Mohammed 's 
Army," that he had sponsored. 

Irrespective of American diplomatic 
pressure (that subseq uently forced this 
Saucli millionaire out of the Sudan in 1996) 
there is a lot of ev idence that ties with his 
former Khartoum associates remain intact. 

Diplomatic Cover 
He continues to travel - on the few 

occasions that he has ventured abroad - on 
a Sudanese diplomatic passport. 

Dr. Hassan al-Turabi, possibly the real 
force behind Sudanese President Lieutenant 
General Hasan al-Bashir, remains a close 
friend. So does Ghazi Salah-al-Din, former
ly head of the Sudanese Defense Forces and 
that country's secret police. More recently 
- as CNN interviews have shown - Mr. 
Salah-al-Din wears the hat of Information 
Minister. Bin Laden's assets in the Sudan, 
which remain substantial, includes one of 
the largest privately owned farms south of 
Khartoum. 

It was whi le he was sti ll 
living in the Sudan that he 
committed some of his most 
daring acts of terror. In a 
hearing before the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of 
the U.S. Senate on 5 
February last year, Toby T. 
Gati , Assistant Secretary of 
State for Intelli gence and 
Research (INR), presented 
details of some of these 
activ ities: "He has been sus
pected of supporting groups 
and individual s involved in 
numerous acts of terrorism, 
including the 1992 bombings 
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of two hotels in Aden , Yemen (where U.S. 
soldiers were billeted) as well as the 1995 
Egyptian Al-Gama'at Al Islamiyya assas
sination attempt on Egypt 's Pres ident 
Mubarak," said Mr. Gati. 

Other acts included the bombing of the 
Khobar Towers near Dhahran (in which 19 
Americans were killed and 500 injured), as 
well as an attack on the Egyptian embassy 
in Pakistan. He was thwarted in his efforts 
to blow up several American 747 passenger 
jets over the Pacific. The headquarters for 
that operation was to have been the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Gati disclosed that the INR had 
played a significant role in countering other 
terror attacks against Americans. Its 
TIPOFF database, he to ld the Senate, " plays 
a critical role by ensuring that counterter
rorism intell igence is readily avai lable to 
those responsible for border secu rity. 
Clearly, this includes airports and aircraft." 

Meanwhile, Osama bin Laden's com
plex and tangled web continues to unravel. 
It 's a slow process but each day provides 

more ev idence that Ilyich Ramirez Sanchez 
(Carlos) has a worthy successor. 

Bin Laden - who bears an uncanny 
resemblance to Afghan freedom fighte r, 
Ahmed Massoud, the man who opposed the 
Russians from his Hindu Kush strongholds 
- has an illustrious background. He is not 
only rich, but is purported to have obtained 
an engineering degree in America. 

Another CIA Minion Gone Bad 
The scion of a wealthy Saud i fami ly that 

made its fortune building roads in Arabia, 
he was one of the first of the better-known 
foreign mujahideen to become involved in 
Afghanistan after the Soviet invasion. It 
was his involvement in early efforts at dis
lodging the Soviets from Afghanistan that 
first brought him to the attenti on of 
Langley, which, in turn , recruited and fund
ed him in the effort to drive out Moscow 
from Central Asia. 

From about the mid-80s, bin Laden 
worked in c lose association with U.S. 
agents, coordinating much of the muja-

Payback can be a bitch: Sudanese soldiers 
stand guard over wreckage of pharmaceutical 
factory on the outskirts of Khartoum, targeted 
as suspected asset of Osama bin Laden and 
production point for chemical weapons in 
cooperation with Iran. 

hadeen inte lligence and logistics effort that 
passed through Pes hawar in Pak istan's 
north-west front ier. The bin Laden family 
has a home in the c ity and it was used as his 
headquarters whenever he crossed the fron
tier. Unli ke most Saudis involved in the 
Afghan war who didn' t li ke to dirty their 
hands with combat, bin Laden not on ly 
fought the Russians but, by all accounts, he 
fought bravely. 

At about this time, say those who were 
there, there was a perceptible change in the 
man. By the time that the Soviets had been 
forced to withdraw, he had become bitterly 
di sillusioned with the Un ited States and its 
policies and this was demonstrated shortly 
before the Gu lf War. A Saudi prince told 
Judith Mi ller, then head of the Cairo bureau 
of the New York Times, that in a bid to pre
vent American parti cipation in the war 
against Iraq (and, hon·or of horrors, an 
American presence on Saudi soi l), bin 
Laden " marched into severa l princes' 
offices with maps and flowcharts to demon
strate how the kingdom could defend itself 
without foreign forces." 

He was expe lled from Riyadh shortly 
afterwards. The Saudi government revoked 
his c itizenship fo r his support of rad ical 
Afghan groups (of which the Taliban is a 
successor) and a variety of fundamenta list 
causes, including some that were dedicated 
to toppling the governing Saudi dynasty. 

Financially, though, he was as powerful as 
ever, hav ing moved his assets, (estimated by 
family to be about $300 million) into a suc
cession of European and Asian banks which 
included Switzerland, Pakistan and Malaysia. 
It was about now that he started to shuttle 
between London and Khartoum, culminating 
in the fonnation of his Islamic Front for Holy 
War Against Jews and Crusaders. 

Smoke rises from battered remains of Elshifa Pharmaceutical 
Industries plant in Khartoum after Tomahawk attack. Factory was tar
geted as chemwar production site on basis of chemical tests intelli
gence personnel gathered from site. 

Sudanese soldiers in MOPP-1 /2 gear examine wreckage of pharmaceu
tical plant in Khartoum, targeted in retaliation of terrorist bombings of 
American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
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Islamic critics of bin Laden - many of 
them anti-American themselves - maintain 
that in calling on the Musl ims of the world 
to unite against "American Imperialism" he 
has twisted the basic precepts of Islam by 
citing Muslim holy law (or sharia) when he 
involves hundreds of innocents in his bomb 
attacks, many of whom, as we have seen in 
Nairobi or Khobar, are ki lled. 

Bin Laden counters this 
by claiming that the Qur' an 
makes it clear that the means 
justify the ends. "War 
against America is obligato
ry and we must strike at 
Americans - soldiers, civil
ians, men, women and chi l
dren - wherever we can 
find them," he says. His 
rationale? "Because of 
United States ' crimes against 
Is lam." American support 
for Israel remains the touch
stone of his sentiments. 

They have planned to destabilize neighbor
ing Eritrea and , it has recently been dis
closed, to assassinate its president, Isias 
Afwerki. They also backed insurgent 
groups across a broad swathe of Africa and 
the Middle East in countries like Morocco, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Chad, Nigeria, Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia and others. 

More ominous, Sudan has been cited by 

Sudan. Few believed them since the 
Iranians, as we have seen, are rarely con
spicuous when it comes to subterfuge. The 
U.S. State Department concedes that many 
senior Sudanese government functionaries 
- including ministers, diplomats, security 
and military personnel - have been trained 
either in Iran or by Iranians in the Sudan. 

The man coordinating all this, Dr. 
Hassan al-Turabi (whose face 
and comments about 
American atrocities we have 
seen and heard quite a lot on 
CNN lately) has a history of 
association , first with the 
Late Ayatollah Khomeini and 
now with his successor, the 
Iranian security supremo and 
"Supreme Guide" Khameini . 

Another "crime" listed 
by his organization and often 
quoted in his broadcasts is a 
U.S. military presence on 
Saudi soil. It was this point 
which originally caused the 
Saudis to revoke his nation
ali ty and his family to dis
own him. 

(above) Sudanese chant anti-American slogans in Khartoum the day after U.S. 
missile attack on suspected chemwar facility. (below) Islamic activists chant 
anti-American slogans in Karachi, and carry portraits in support of Osama bin 
Laden, in wake of U.S. attack on Afghanistan training bases. 

In an October 1997 suc
cession of Islamic Council 
meetings that were held at 
Turabi's house in Khartoum's 
al-Manshiyah (which he 
chaired and which was 
guarded by an elite lranian
trained special forces unit), 
there were among others pre
sent, Iranians , Afghans, 
Tunisian dissidents, Alger
ians and members of Egypt 's 
Muslim Brotherhood funda
mentalist faction. There were 
also representatives of the 
Ethiopian Uruma tribe and an 
"Eritrean Jihad" contingent 
as well as rebel Ugandans 
attached, ironically, to the 
LRA, ostensibly Christian. 

Accord ing to main
stream Muslim jurists, cited 
by Peter J. Awn, professor 
of religion and Middle East 
Studies at Columbia 
University, there are four 
kinds of legitimate warfare 
in Is lam, including wars 
against infidels and apos 
tates, which are both jihads. 
All must be declared and 
conducted by an acknowl
edged Muslim ruler of a 
state, or, failing that, 
Islamic wise men. Mr. bin 
Laden , he points out, is not 
a ruler. "Nor is he a judge, a 
qadi or a Muslim legal 
scholar, a mufti." 

Maverick Muslims 
The other issue still being questioned is 

why Washington chose to drop a clutch of 
cruise missiles on the Sudanese capital of 
Khartoum? 

The truth is that the Sudan has been 
rogue state for years. It has sponsored ter
rori sm in many countries , including just 
about all its neighbors. Some, but not all of 
these details were made public fairly recent
ly. Like Libya (with whom Khartoum main
tains very close ties) , Syria, Iran and others, 
these are pariah governments dominated by 

.people that are committed to opposing 
Western (and, particularly, American) influ
ence wherever it is encountered. 

The Sudan has gone further. Khartoum's 
leaders have actively sponsored terrorism 
in countries like Ethiopia and Uganda. 
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several intelligence sources as a conduit for 
the smuggl ing of nuclear materials from 
Europe to Iran. Details have appeared in 
several publications, including those put out 
by the prestigious Monterey Institute of 
International Studies. 

Pariah State 
It is the Iranian connection that disturbs 

Western intelligence organizations the most. 
They point to the quarter-century lease that 
Khartoum has given Tehrnn over its two 
naval bases on the Red Sea at Port Sudan 
and Suakin. And also to the radio station at 
the coast that broadcasts messages to much 
of Islamic Africa urging that their govern
ments be overthrown by force. That, too, is 
staffed by Iranians. 

For years Cairo has made an issue of the 
fact that there are thousands of Iranian 
Pasdaran (Revolutionary Guards) in the 

Almost since the day he 
took power, Turabi has been 
trying to unseat Yowerri 
Museveni , the Ugandan pres
ident. The latest evidence is 
the arrest of two Sudanese 
brothers trying to smuggle 
arms southwards across the 
border to a Muslim group in 
Kampala. 

Sitting on Turabi 's right 
during the meeting (which 

was supposed to be secret) was Ibrahim al
Sanusi who, shortly before, had taken over 
as secretary general of the Arab Islamic 
Conference (AIC). This is an organization 
tJiat was founded some years ago specifical
ly for what was termed "a gathering of fun
damentalists intent on spreading the word of 
revolutionary Islam into the West." It is 
worth noting that the AIC has become a 
powerful counter to moderate, pro-Western 
Islamic governments such as Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Morocco, Egypt and most of the 
countries in the Gulf. 

This is a peculiar development since 
Turabi - while still in opposition politics 
- was always regarded by those who met 
him, as a moderate. Charming and urbane 
when he wants to be, he speaks four lan
guages and spent some years, while living 

Continued on page 69 
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ANGOL 
Same War ... Same Players ... 
DiITerent Sides 

LUANDA - Southern Africa and European mercenaries are at 
it again in Angola and in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
They have been recruited by organizations representing govern
ment and opposition forces in both countries. One of the South 
African helicopter gunship pilots deployed as part of a U.N. force 
trying to stabilize Sierra Leone, told.lane's Intelligence Review that 
he had been offered jobs by both 
sides. But he has refused the offers 
because, as he says, "this time old 
buddies wiJl be fighting each other." 
Two recent African developments are 
likely to have a profound effect on ~ 
sub-Saharan African politics. The 
first is the outbreak of civil war in 
Laurent Kabila's Congo. It threatens 
to rip the country apart with the real 
possibility that two new nations - • 
one in the east and another, Katanga, 
in the south - will emerge. The 
fighting has been fierce and the 
casualties continue to mount. Drawn 
into the fray are elements of the 
national armies of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and Angola, supported by 
former Executive Outcomes (EO) ,. 
mercenaries on one side and Uganda 
and Rwanda (again with freebooter 
military support) who have s ided 
with the rebels on the other. This 
crippling scenario promises a long 
drawn-out guerrilla war. 

north of the capital. Late August, more South African mercenar
ies flying Angolan air force Mi-24 and Mi-17 gunships out of oil
rich Cabinda and Luanda routed rebel concentrations to the west 
of Kinshasa. 

The other event that worries the West is a resumption of hostil
ities between the Angolan army (FAA) and Dr. Jonas Savimbi 's 

National Union for the Total 
Liberation of Angola (UNITA) 
movement. The consensus 
among those of us who have 
been there is that this crisis, too, 
will escalate. The U.N. is wea
ried by decades of conflict in 
the country. Also, it is broke 
and the organization hasn't the 
funds to maintain a peacekeep
ing force there for much longer. 

Fears have been voiced that 
should war break out once 

Already, South African merce
nary pilots in Angolan Air Force Su-
22 "Fitters" and SU-25 "Frogfoots" 
have hit rebel targets. Their forwm·d 
operational bases are Saurimo, dia
mond capital of Angola 's Lunda
Norte Province and military airports 

Flashback to the post-independent 
period with a Savimbi poster at 
Humabo Airport. He offered much, and 
delivered little but endless conflict. 

.:!:>> .. ': . . . ·. . . . :_.. ~-·. ' .. "· ·~.·:' 
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The conflict has spawned 
regional differences. President 
Mandela, has used strong Ian-
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Mi-17 gunship pilot's-eye view of the African jungle below. South African 
chopper crews tend to move in tandem when flying cross-country. 

Another Angolan Air Force Mi-17 
helicopter (above) knocked out in 
bush country in the east with an 
American Stinger missile. Some 
Executive Outcomes personnel were 
killed in that attack. (right) South 
African meres killed after an attack in 
the Lunda Norte area. (below) South 
African meres have given a pretty 
good account of themselves in a 
succession of recent African wars. 
Executive Outcomes operatives are 
seen here on patrol in the Sierra 
Leone diamond fields. 
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guage to declare himself opposed to President Mugabe involving his 
people in what he terms "a senseless war." What's happening in the 
Congo is of no consequence to the Zimbabwean people, he has said. 
The next step, arguably, since the two leaders no longer speak to 
each other, might be trade sanctions against Harare. Pretoria has the 
economic clout to do so. 

Eager For War 
By all accounts from those who have just returned from this trou

bled African state - as big as France, Germany and Italy combined 
- UNJTA and the MarXcist government of President dos Santos 
appear not only ready for war, but eager for it. For a while now, both 
1.eaders have been stockpiling war materiel, much of it coming from 
Eastern European countries such as Romania and Bulgaria. 
According to Jane 's International Defense Review (August 1998), 
China and the United States have also made weapons sales to Angola. 
So have South Africa, France, Belgium, Russia and many others. 

The outcome wi!J rest on the level of preparedness of the two 
armies. Both Luanda and ONITA have sizable, trained and well
equipped forces, although government troops - not having been 
paid since last December - have oft-times resorted to banditry. 
Elsewhere, Angolan soldiers are looting and rustling cattle and 
blaming it on UNJTA. Other reports speak of massacres of entire 
communi ties. Because comm unications in Angola are patchy and the 
fo reign media is banned, there is no way of checki ng whether these 
reports are true. 

Certain ly, UNITA forces are better disciplined than their govern
ment counterpa1ts. The trouble is, far from cooperating with a U.N. 
mediating fo rce and disanning his army (as he should have done fol
lowing his signing the Lusaka Accords), Dr. Jonas Savimbi - after 
agreeing to a cease-fire in 1994- set about enlarging it. By mid-1998, 
UNJTA had an estimated 70,000 men in uni form, many with decades 
of insurgency experience dating back to the post-Colonial period. 
Some of these troops had mastered sk ills imparted by South African 
special forces during the border war period. This is evident from 
Savimbi's radio communications network, which, throughout Angola 

(again, courtesy of South Africa), is better than 
that of the government. He is in daily contact 
with his units wherever they are operational. 

Also, South African mine-clearing teams 
working in Angola in the past two years say that 
because most UNITA special forces were trained 
by their people, the "signatures" left behind on 
some of the minefields and booby traps they 
encountered were unmistakable. "We couldn't 
have done better ourselves. I immediately rec
ognized some of the systems we used; the way 
the mines were la id, the knots they used," said 
Johan van Zyl, formerly a cross-border opera
tive with one of his country's strike teams. 

What UNJTA lacks is air power, and now, with Mobutu gone, a 
secure supply route to the outside world. Until the Zairean dictator 
was overthrown a year ago, Mobutu was UNITA's principle benefac
tor and Kinshasa, Savimbi 's arterial link with his contacts abroad. He 
channeled most of his diamond sales to Europe through Kinshasa. 
One of the reasons why UNJTA has sided with rebels opposed to 
Kabila has been to try to reopen a route to the outside world again. 

In spite of shortcomings - or possibly because of them - Dr. 
Savimbi has demonstrated an unusually adept hand at insurgency. 
He is a classic revolutionary and a Maoist by conviction. The 
UNJTA leader draws a lot of support from a society that has been 
brutally subjugated by a succession of corrupt and inefficient admin
istrations for much of the past quarter century. Also, he likes to work 
closely with the local population and to use Angola's dislocation and 
its size to his advantage. His actions are coupled to exploi ting a 
state-run infrastructure that is in tatters after almost 40 years of war. 

It is true, too, that government forces rarely contro l te1Titory 
beyond city limits, and even then their influence is questionable. In 
early August, President dos Santos was forced to deploy additional 
troops and pol ice to the capital and other c ities to que!J riots. Luanda 
was designed by the Portuguese to serve perhaps 300,000 people. At 
present there are three-possibly four- million people living there. 
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Destabilizing Region 
Developments in Angola, as we go to press, are on the move. A 

recently-returned South African entrepreneur with diamond inter
ests in the country's Lunda-Norte Province, told this writer that in 
his view, just about everything pointed to another war. 1t was only a 
question of time, he reckoned. 

"We know that both sides have been intensely training their 
forces," he said, adding that lot of outsiders - some South Africans, 
Moroccans, a few Middle Eastern states, Israel and others - had 
been helping UNITA. "We are aU aware of the problems on the 
ground and how it will affect our operations should that happen." 
Visitors returning to South Africa from Eastern Angola say most of 
those who are mining the region have some contingency measures 
in place. A lot of them talk of defending their assets with force, 
though obviously that would not be possible without the govern
ment giving the nod. 

More serious are reports that if war breaks out in Angola tomor
row, neighboring countries might be destabilized. There are unsub
stantiated reports circulating in several African capitals (including 
Pretoria, Kampala and Dar es Salaam) of one or more Cuban battal
ions having been clandestinely flown into the country. Indeed, a 
South African military attache who is fami li ar with the situation 
spoke about several new camps on the outskirts of Luanda contain
ing troops, some of whom are white and none of whom speak 
English. They could be Portuguese or Iberian, but that is unlikely. 

Other reports mention European interests (rumored to be linked 
to oil companies) that have been involved in the recruitment of mer
cenaries for the Luanda Government. This follows ELF-Aquitaine's 
link with "foreign forces" and the channeling of funds to Sassou
Nguesso to overthrow the legal government of President Lissouba 
in Congo-Brazza last year. 

A source in Luanda disclosed to SOF that while EO might not be 
directly involved in the impasse, many of their personnel who 
remained behind after 1994 had been consigned there as "sleepers" 
- either as farmers, prospectors, miners or businessmen. Now, 
some had been reactivated, though it 's not certain at this stage exact
ly who is picking up the tab. It has become clear that almost all 
South African mercenaries previously involved in the country are 
linked in some way or another to FAA. Others work for the Angolan 
Air Force. According to the Johannesburg Mail and Guardian (7 
August 1998), a former EO director has obtained a very substantial 
government contract "worth tens of millions of dollars" to supp ly 
technical expertise to train pilots and soldiers. More South Africans 
have been hired to fly and maintain the squadrons of new fighter air
craft that Luanda recently bought from Russia. 

Among those still in Angola are veteran professional soldiers 
such as Andy Brown, formerly head of Executive Outcomes coun
terinsurgency operations in Sierra Leone, as well as "Pale" van der 
Walt, a senior EO commander during the mid '90s. When Apartheid 
ruled, Brown worked in military intelligence, while Van der Walt 

UNITA officers with their captured Russian BTR armored personnel 
carrier. 
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(above) South African merceneries are again involved in Angola and in 
the Congo. Many are former EO fighters, though the company vigor
ously disputes that it is involved in either fray. (below) The infantry 
fighting vehicle of choice in Africa these days is the Russian BMP-2, of 
which Angola has hundreds. 

ended a distinguished career in the South African Army in special 
forces. In Angola, both men have been working for Piet "Hand" 
Cronje, a South African part-owner of one of the largest alluvial and 
kimberlite diamond concessions in the country. 

Second-Tier Mercenaries 
Recent intelligence reports indicate that Savimbi has recruited at 

least 300 mercenaries of his own in South Africa and Europe. He 
has put the word out, despite it being illegal, for SA nationals to be 
involved in foreign wars. Significantly, with a crisis looming 
between Mandela and Mugabe, the South African government has 
done little to stop this activity. However, Ronnie Kasril s, deputy 
minister of defense and member of the SA Communist Party, 
warned that the government will take vigorous action against any
one who tries to recruit mercenaries. 

One reputable former soldier with Angolan experience declined an 
offer, saying that Savimbi was not getting the sort of people that he 

Continued on page 72 
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As a U.S . military-issue in fantry 
rifle the Ml4's run was all too 

brief. The first commerc ial procurement 
contract for the M 14 was a l lo tted to 
Winchester on 17 February 1959 for 35,000 
rifles at $69.75 each. Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara terminated procurement 
of the MJ 4 on 30 June 1964. In his January 
1963 announcement he stated there would 
be a "one-time buy" of 85,000 AR-1 5 rifles 
fo r the Army and 19,000 for the Air Force. 
A total of 1,360,246 M l4s were manu fac
tured by Springfield Armory, O lin 
Mathieson Chemical Corp. (Winchester), 
Harrington & Richardson Inc., and 
Thompson Ramo Wooldridge (TRW). 

The scoped M2J sniper version of the 
M 14 continue to soldier on today and is 
still employed by certa in organizations 
within the U.S. special operations commu
nity. I encountered the M2 l in El Sa lvador 
and it was fie lded as well by the Israel 
Defense Force (IDF). 

It was originally intended that a semiau
tomatic-only version of the MJ 4 would 
eventually be made available to qualified 
civilian high-power match shoote rs. 

Test-firing the Springfield Armory M1A-A1 
Bush Rifle for accuracy from the bench. 
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Springfield Armory's MIA-Al Combat Carbine 
Text & Photos by Peter G . Kokalis 

However, the Gun Control Act of 1968 rede
fi ned the meaning of the word " firearm" and 
henceforth any firearm des igned to fire in 
the full -auto mode was determined to be a 
machine gun regardless of any modifica
tions subsequently made to prevent full-auto 

fire. This has prevented the re lease of the 
M 14 to c ivilians, except in very limited 
numbers as registered NFA weapons. 

After the abrupt termination of the M J 4 
program, the three commercial contractors 
were left with a substantial tockpile of 
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parts . In 197 l Elmer Ballance of the L.H. 
Gun Co. in Dev ine, Texas, acquired a s iz
able quantity of these parts and contracted 
Valley Ordnance Co. of Wilkes-Barre, 
Penn ., to manufacture investment-cast 
receivers des igned for semiautomatic-only 
fire . After making only 2,000 rifles (now 
highly prized collectors pieces) L.H. Gun 
Co. was sold to Springfield Annory in 
Geneseo, Illinois. While others have made 
handfuls of semiauto M 14s here and there 
(including the dreadful Chinese metric Ml4 
clone), Springfield Armory (Springfield, 

Inc., Dept. SOF, 420 West Main , Geneseo, 
IL 61254; phone: 309-944-5631; fax: 309-
944-3676) ha a virtual , and well-deserved 
lock on this marke t. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently ent a 
very spec ial version of the ir compact M LA
A I Bush Rifle for test and evaluation with 
some features that I had personally desig
nated. Springfield Armory has applied mod
ern manufacturing techn iques to a ll areas of 
the Ml A and MI A-A I series production. 
These rifles diffe r from the original M 14 in 
many s ignificant ways other than the 

The sighting system on the Ml 4/M I A is a great classic in the 
American military tradition. Patterned after the Ml Garand , the 
blade front sight has open protective ears and can be adjusted for 
windage zero by sliding the assembly in its dovetail after the a llen
head set screw has been loosened. The drum-type rear sight has a 
peep aperture. Its e levation knob, on the left side, is adjustable 
from zero to 72 very audible c licks, each one of whi ch represents 
I MOA. E ight to 12 clicks upward from the zero pos ition should 

Only firing from the prone can provide more stability 
than the sitting position, which can be especially 
effective in tall grass. 

approximately 0.7 centimeters at a range of 25 meters (approxi
mately 2.8 centimeters at I 00 meters) . To compute the approximate 
di stance that one click will move the bullet 's strike at a given range 
in meters (remember I MOA means l inch in I 00 yards), divide 
the range by 25 meters and multiply by 0.7 centimeters. U.S . Army 
doctrine during the Ml4's era, prescribed a battlesight zero of250 
meters. This can be obtained by zeroing the rifle at 25 meters since 
the trajectory will provide a point of impact at that distance which 

get you on the paper at I 00 
meters. Our MI A-A I Bush 
Rifle was at point-of
ai m/point-of-impact at 25/250 
meters with eight c licks of 

Zeroing the Ml 4/MlA 
c losely matches the 
point of impact at a 
range of 250 meters. 

After the battlesight 

upward rotation. Many match shooters li ke to get this down to six 
clicks by milling down the front sight blade by I 0 to I 5 thou
sandths (while maintaining the forward angle of the blade). The 
rear sight aperture can be adjus ted from zero to 16 clicks (each of 
which also represent I MOA) to the right o r left of the center index 
line by rotating the windage knob on the right side. Springfield 
Armory National Match and Super Match MIA rifles have a 1/2-
MOA e levation adjustment built into the eyepiece which is rotated 
180 degrees up or down to achieve the adj ustment change. Our 
MI A-A I Bush Rifle was equipped with National Match sights. 
The NM aperture assembly has a peep hole diameter of 0.0595-
inch. The top of the NM front sight blade is square and the assem
bly itself is so marked. You can minimize wear on these compo
nents with a light coating of Terra Gun G (available from 
Browne lls Inc. , Dept. SOF, 200 South Front Street, Montezuma, 
IA 50 17 l-9989; phone: 5 J 5-623-540 I). 

One click of elevation or windage wi ll move the bullet 's strike 
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zero has been obtained, 
the rear sight must be calibrated. Turn the elevation knob forward 
until it reaches the lowest setting and count the number of clicks 
required to do this. Loosen the set screw in the center of the e leva
tion knob with the combo tool until the knob can again be rotated 
forward (i.e. is independent of the aperture 's movement up or 
down). The e levation knob is marked 2, 4, 6, 8, lO and 11 with a 
large M to indicate these marks are in hundreds of meters. Rotate 
the elevation knob forward until the 250-meter index line (the long 
line between the numbers 2 and 4 on the knob) is aligned with the 
receiver 's index line. Then turn the knob forward the exact number 
of cli cks required to achieve the 250-meter battlesight setting. 
Tighten the center screw. Rack the rear sight out to its highest ele
vation setti ng and tighten the center screw again. Turn the e leva
tion knob back down to its lowest setting. Turn back up the num
ber the number of clicks required to reach the battlesight setting 
and the 250-meter line should be aligned exactly with the receiv
er 's index line . - P.C.K. 

57 



absence of selective-fire capability (never a 
successful feature). 

The MIA/MIA-Al receiver is a preci
sion investment casting made from 8620 
ordnance steel, the same material used to 
make the original military .30 Ml Garand 
and Ml4 receivers. It is 100% machined 
and in numerous areas has been made thick
er for added strength. These receivers are 
subjected to rigorous inspection procedures 
throughout the manufacturing process. The 
MI A receiver and all other steel compo
nents catTy a black oxide finish. 

Springfield Armory M1A-A1 Bush Rifle, fieldstripped. 

Overall length of the MlA-Al Bush 
Rifle is 40.3 inches. I specified a heavy 
match-grade barrel and that added almost 3 
pounds to the overall weight which is 11.5 
pounds, with sl ing and empty magazine. 
This is quite heavy by today 's standards, but 
the payoff is a substantial increase in the 
accuracy potential. The barrel length is 18 
inches. Original 22-inch Ml4 barrels had 
four-groove rifling with a right-hand twist 
of one turn in 12 inches. The heavy match
grade barrel provided on our test specimen 
has six-groove rifling with a right hand
twist of one turn in 11 inches. This slightly 
faster rate of twist offers better accuracy 
with a wider range of projectile weights, 

ranging from standard 150-grain military 
FMJ (fu ll metal jacket) ball to the new 175-
grain BTHP (boat-tail hollow-point) moly
coated bullets becoming popular with high
power competitors. Springfield Armory's 
MIA/MIA-Al barrels have chrome-lined 
bores and chambers. 

pressor. With five elongated slots on the 
sides and top, the flash suppressor body also 
contains the front sight assembly (in this 
instance a National Match type). A knurled 
and notched nut retains this assembly on the 
barrel and requires a "capstan" plie rs to 
install or remove. An alien-head jam nut 
prevents the capstan nut from backing off. 
The fl ash suppressor body also used to con-

Barrel threads at the muzzle retain an 
efficient, and often copied, 3-inch flash sup-

The 7 .62x51 mm cartridge 
should have never been adopted. 
That it has turned out to be an 
excellent military round in sniper 
and machine gun applications is 
besides the point. If it had not been 

History Of The 
7.62x51mm NATO Cartridge 

size assault rifle cartridge. In this 
regard the .280/30 was comparable 
to the Soviet 7.62x39mm round 
that was developed independently 
of the German 7.92x33mm pro
ject. Both of these cartridges 

adopted, the 5.56x45mm NATO cartridge would not exist today. allowed the use of relatively lightweight rifles firing effective short 
full-auto bursts . In 1951 the U.S. Army released the following statement: "The 

Army is firm ly opposed to the adoption of any less effective sma ll 
cal iber cartridge for use in either its present rifle, or in the new 
weapons being developed. Any new rifle cartridge must have 

But the .280/30 was not to be. Fabrique Nationale al so devel
oped an even superior cartridge known as the 7mm High Veloc ity, 
which was a T65 case necked-down to 7mm. Its bullet provided 

wounding power, penetration performance, and 
ballistics at least equal to that in use today. Battle 
experience has proven beyond question the effec
tiveness of the present rifle and amm unition, and 
there have been no changes in combat tactics 
which wou ld justify a 'reduction of rifle caliber 
and power." 

This statement is directly contrary to the 
German anny experience in World War II. The 
Geiman 7.92x33mm Kurz round was developed in 
1934 and used to great effect in the latter part of the 
war in the StG44 assault rifle. Taking advantage of 
the latest propellants then avai lable, the 
7.92x33mm Kurz round produced excellent results 
in spite of its dramatic reduction in size and weight. 

7.62 NATO 

~i1:l:J~:M6g2.ii'tkc ==--
Because 
of its rela
tively low 
recoil , it 
also per
mitted 
practical 
selective-
fire capa

bility from a shoulder-mounted rifle. German com
bat experience clearly demonstrated that infantry 
rifle fire was rarely effective beyond 600 yards. 

Based upon the German experience, the British 
developed the .280/30 cartridge with a projectile 
diameter of 0.276-inch. It was a true intermediate-
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Military ball ammunition, from left 
to right: .30·06, 7.62x51mm NATO, 
and the failed contender, the 
British .280/30 round - a true 
intermediate-size assault rifle car
tridge. (left) Wound profile of the 
7.62x51mm NATO ball round. At 8 
to 14 inches of penetration, the 
bullet yaws 180 degrees, after 
which it passes through the body 
base-forward with a total penetra
tion of about 25 inches. 

the outstanding ball istic coefficient of the 7mm 
projectile. However, Colonel Rene R. Studler of 
U.S. Army Ordnance, refused to compromise in 
any area and in February 1954 the five NATO 
powers adopted the T65E3 round as the 
7.62x51mm NATO cartridge. None of the princi
pal battle rifles eventually fielded for this round 
(the M14, FN FAL and H&K G3) were really 
lightweight and none of them provided effective 
selective fire capability. The 7 .62x5 I mm cartr idge 
was very little more than the .30-06 in a shortened 
case permitted by improved propellant efficiency. 
Sixty-nine countries to date have manufactured 
7.62x5 I mm NATO military ball ammunition. 

Traveling out of the muzzle at about 2,750 fps, 
the wound ballistics performance of US M80 
7.62x51mm ball ammunition is characteristic of 
most non-deforming FMJ military projectiles. For 
the first 6 to 7 inches of travel through living tis
sue, the bullet remains point-forward and the 
wound track is no larger than .30-caliber. At 8 to 14 
inches of penetration, the bullet yaws 180 degrees, 
after which it passes through the body base-for
ward with a total penetration of about 25 inches. 
Where the bullet yaw is at its maximum, 60 to 120 
degrees, a large temporary cav ity is produced and 
the height of the permanent cavity will increase to 
l.16 inches (the length of the 150-grain boat-tail 
projectiJe) maximum. This is good, but not spec-
tacular, performance. - P.G.K. 
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tain a bayonet lug, but our test spec imen 
was a so-called " post ban" rifle and this fea
ture was deleted. 

The standard guide for loading directly 
from five-round stripper clips is mounted 
directly in front of the rear sight assembly 
(also a National Match type) on the receiver. 
Attached to the trigger housing by a roll pin, 
the spring-loaded magazine catch release 
lever must be pressed forward to remove the 
magazine. Loaded magazines shou ld be tilt
ed forward and rolled back when inserted 

into the magazine-well. Vaguely based upon 
that of the BAR, the 20-round, staggered-col
umn, box-type magazine was a decided step 
fo rward in reliability. Ml4 magazines were 
fabricated by a number of different subcon
trnctors. Their mark will always be found at 
the back of the magazine's body near the bot
tom. As they are all milspec, none are prefer
able to any other, but beware of unmarked 
aftermarket magazines. In my experience 
they cannot be trusted. All of Springfield 
Armory's Ml4 magazines are original USGI. 

Springfield Armory M1A-A1 Bush Rifle shown 
with original selective-fire M14. 

Twenty-round magazines seem to offer 
the best capacity fo r 7.62x51mm NATO 
infantry rifles. I have used 30-round maga
zines in both the FN FAL and H&K G3 and 
found them to be too heavy and clumsy, 
even when the rifle is fired from a strong 
shoulder mount. 

At my req uest our test specimen was fit
ted wi th a black (actually more gray than 

Remove the magazine and clear the ri fle. Grasp the rear of the 
trigger guard and pull away and toward the muzzle at the same 
time. Withdraw the trigger mechanism. Separate the barreled 
receiver from the stock by placing the rifle in a position with the 
sights downward. Hold the receiver by the rear sight and with the 

M1A Disassembly Procedures 

stripping is not recommended. The gas system, especially, should 
not be disassembled as long as the piston slides freely in the cylin
der, or until 300 rounds have been fired. A tight fit between the 
flash hider and the gas system is essential fo r max imum accuracy. 
The hanclguard can be removed without disassembling the gas sys
tem. Place the barreled receiver on a flat surface with the sight 
down. Insert a drift in the hole on each side of the unders ide of the 
rear handguard band (or use the Brownells tool specifica lly devel-

oped for this purpose) and pry the 
other hand li ft the stock off die 
receiver. Be especially careful if 
the stock has been bedded. With 
die bolt forward, push the recoil 
spring toward the muzzle to 
relieve pressure on the connector 
lock. Use the roll pin on the con
nector lock to draw the lock away 
from the guide rod and toward 
the op rod. Holding die recoil 
spring under control, withdraw it 
and the guide rod from die oper-

M14/M1A and .30 M1 Garand bores should 
always be cleaned with a bore guide as 
shown to prevent damage to the crown. 

band out of each of its retai ning 
slots in the barrel. Then carefoUy 
li ft the rear of the handguard up 
and to the rear. M 14 magazine. 
should be periodically disassem
bled for clean ing. 

ating rod 's hollow interior. Pull 
the retracti ng handle to the rear. Toward the end of the operating 
rod's rearward travel , pull the retract ing handle up and out. When 
the lug on the bottom rear of the operating rod disengages from the 
receiver, rotate the op rod clown and out. Pull the operating rod to 
the rear to disengage its tube from the operating rod's guide on the 
receiver. To remove the bolt, grasp it by the ro ller (right lug), slide 
it forward and then li ft the bolt upward and out to the right with a 
rotat ing motion. Removal and reassembly of the operating rod and 
bolt requ ires practice. Frequent disassembly past this level of field-
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The bore should be cleaned 
using a bore guide of the type 
ava ilable from Brownells to pre
vent damage to die crown. After 
cleaning and during reassembly, 
the bolt roller and operating rod 
slot on die receiver should be 

lightly lubricated with a film of Tetra Gun G or Kleen-Bore 's 
TW25-B High Tech Lubricant. Use G96 Gun Treatment (G96 
Products Co., Inc. , Dept. SOF, 237 River Street, Paterson, NJ 
07544- 1684; phone: 800-782-6672; fax: 20 1-684-3848) on the 
other components. Do not lubricate the gas system. Do not snap the 
handguard in place. Align the rear band with the slots in the barrel 
and slide the handguard rearward. If die gas system has been disas
sembled, remember to install the piston with its flat side to the bar
rel and open end to the muzzle. -P.G.K. 
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The M14/M1A's efficient flash hider (left) has 
been much imitated. Powered by a gas system 
first developed for the White semiautomatic 
rifle of 1929, this portion of the M1 4/M1 A con
sists of five major components. 

Rifle was supplied with a black p lastic 
upper handg uarcl to complement the black 
laminated stock. 

The Ml4's aluminum buttplate has a 
hinged steel shoulder strap. A double-com
partment in the stock stores the combination 
tool , chamber and bore brushes, lubricant con
tainer and five-piece cleaning rod (none of 
which were supplied with the SOF test speci
men). Sling swivels are attached to the bottom 
of the stock at the front and rear. The rear sling 
swivel is fixed, like that found on the Ml6. 

black) laminated-wood stock. Laminatecl
woocl stocks were fi rst used in substantial 
quantity by the Germans during World War 
II on the Mauser K98k rifle. By 1937 sup
plies o f qua]ity walnut were running low in 
Germany. Experiments with other woods 
such as beech and maple were unsuccessful , 
as they were subject to excessive warpage. 
A laminated beechwood stock was eventu
ally selected and although somewhat heav
ier than walnut, it exhibited no warpage and 

greater strength characteristics. More than 
SO years later, laminated-wood processes 
are far superior than they were initia lly. An 
added advantage is that the laminated pat
tern dimin ishes the possibility of visual 
detection. Springfield Armory offers many 
other stock options from walnut to camou
flage-pattern fiberglass. To further enhance 
the accuracy potential the stock was glass
beclclecl to accommodate the action, while 
the barre l remains free-floating. Our Bush 

I choose to install the superb Turner 
Sadcllery (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 120, Clay, 
AL 35048-0120; phone: 205-680-0120) 
Police Tactical Rifle Sling on the MI A-Al 
Bush Rifle. Handmade from premium 
E nglish bridal leather, the sJjng has a 50-
inch strap w ith numbered holes. It is fitted 
wi th milspec parkerized steel hardware and 
copper rivets. The short strap is stitched with 
bonded nylon tlu-eacl to resist rot. The keep
ers are 7 /8-inch wide and hand stitched. The 
sling is based upon the U.S . Military Mode l 

Gas-operated , these rifles fire from the c losed-bolt pos1t1on. 
After the trigger is squeezed to rotate the hammer forward and 
drive the firing pin to ignite the cartridge primer, the bullet moves 
up the bore and a portion of the propellant gases passes through 
the vent clri llecl into the bottom of the barrel. The gases move past 
a cutoff valve, which can be rotated fo r grenade launching, and 
through a hole in the piston. 

the gas cylinder and must be removed with a combination tool. A 
little more than 3 1/2 inches in length, the piston has a 1 3/4-inch 
solid shaft and I 3/4-inch hollow cylinder with seven gas grooves 
around its external c ircumference and a single gas port. The gas 
cylinder itself is he.lei in place by a lock piece threaded to the bar
re l. A slot-headed spindle valve attached to the gas cylinder must 
be rotated with the combo tool so its slot is parallel to the barrel, 

Method of Operation: Ml4/MlA 
The piston's hollow interior fill s w ith gas and the piston is 

forced rearward, driving the operating rod and bolt with it when 
enough pressure has developed to overcome the forces represent
ed by friction and the recoi l spring. Once the piston starts rear
ward, its .port and the barrel's gas vent are no longer in alignment 
and no further gas can enter the system, escaping instead to the 
atmosphere via an exhaust hole in the gas cylinder aft.er the piston 
has moved backward 1.5 inches. L ike the M60 GPMG, this sys
tem supposedly requires no gas regulator. In theory, the pressure 
required to move the operating rod and bol t will automatically 
increase until it is sufficient to counter the forces of inertia. 

The operating rod goes through 3/8-inch of free travel to per
mit chamber pressures to drop to a safe level before a hump on the 
op rod 's cam slot fo rces the bolt roller (on the right lug) upward. 
This motion disengages the bolt 's two locking lugs from the 
receiver 's locking recesses. The rotation to the left provides the 
primary extraction required to loosen and unseat the empty case 
from the chamber. As the bolt moves back, the empty case is 
extracted and held to the bolt face by the extractor c law. As soon 
as the case is complete ly withdrawn from the chamber, the ejector 
drives the " bump"-type ejector rod forward to throw the case out 
of the rifle to the right. The op rod 's hump also ass ists the ejection 
process to a small degree. After ejection of the empty case, the 
compressed recoi l spring drives the bolt forward to strip a round 
from the magazine and chamber it. 

Powered by a gas system first deve loped for the White semi
automatic rifle of 1929, this portion of the M l4/M lA consists of 
five major components. A knurled plug is threaded to the front of 
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shutting off gas flow to the piston, for launching grenades with the 
M64 blank cartridge. This latter feature has no appl ication for the 
vast majority who employ the Ml A as either a target rifle or law 
enforcement selected marksman system. 

As with some of its other parts, the M14's trigger mechanism 
was lifted right out of the Ml Garand. Its major components are a 
hammer with two hooks, a trigger with an extension that is the 
main sear, and a spring-loaded secondary sear directly behind. 
When the hammer is cocked, it is he ld back by the main sear. 
When the trigger is pulled, the main sear moves forward off its 
notch on the hammer and the hammer then rotates up and forward, 
driven by its coi l spring. When the bolt moves back and rolls the 
hammer clown, it 's caught by the secondary sear. 

In semiautomatic fire, when the trigger is released , the sec
ondary sear moves back out of engagement with the hammer. As 
the hammer starts forward after the trigger has been re leased, it is 
caught once more by the main sear and held until the trigger is 
pulled again. Although it does not apply to the MlA rifle, in full
auto fire die hammer is also held by the secondary sear,but rota
tion of the eccentric selector shaft (missing on the MI A) to the 
"A" position moves the connector assembly rearward into contact 
with the operating rod and the sear re lease to the rear into contact 
with the secondary sear, causing it to re lease the hammer and fire 
a round every time the bolt c loses, until the n·igger is re leased. 

The safety is mounted in the front portion of the trigger guard; 
again, just like the Ml Garand. Push forward to disengage. When 
engaged, it blocks the main sear and prevents the trigger from 
being pulled rearward. - P.G.K. 
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1907 sling. The price is $40.95 plus postage. 
These are quite simply the finest rifle slings 
in the world. More competition hjgh-power 
rifle competitors use Turner slings than any 
other make. The Police Tactical Rifle sling is 
the choice of numerous law enforcement 
and military tactical teams. 

Springfield Armory offers a comprehen
sive line of accessories for their MIA series 
of rifles. There is a very effective muzzle 
stabilizer, USGI muzzle protector, USGI 
rear sight cover, nylon or leather cheek
pieces, scope mount, 20-round USGI maga
zines, 5- and 10-round magazines, ballistic 
nylon rifl es cases, USGI cl ean ing kit, 
National Match sight kit, bipods, bayonet, 
combo tool , flash suppressor pliers, gas 
cylinder tool and technical manuals. 

SOF's tes t and evaluation of the 
Springfield Armory MlA was conducted 
using match-grade ammo from Black Hill s 
Ammunjtion (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 3090, 
Rapid City, SD 57709-3090; phone: 605-
348-5150; fax: 605-348-9827 - call for 
information about purchasing direct at 
retail if there is no Black Hills distributor 
near you). We employed Black Hills ' stan
dard .308 Winchester match loading which 
features a 168-grain BTHP (Boat-Taj! 
Hollow-Point) bullet. 

Using only the iron sights, I was able to 
shoot consistent 1 MOA groups with this 
rifle and ammunition combination. Black 
llills match-grade ammunition has demon
strated its excellent accuracy potential many 
times to me. But the Springfield Armory 
MIA-A 1 Bush Rifle with heavy match
grade barrel, glass-bedded action, National 
Match sights and tuned trigger was an all
important factor in the accuracy equation. 

The MlA's trigger pull is of the two
stage type preferred by the U.S. military. 
After drawing up the slack, pull weight on 
the National Match tuned trigger assembly 
provided on our M1A-A2 Bush Rifle was a 
crisp and consistent 3.75 pounds. For expe
rienced, and therefore trigger-sensitive, rifle 
aficionados it can't get any better than that. 

Because of its substantial weight, recoil 
was completely negligible. Removing 4 
inches does a lot to tum the M14/MlA 
package into a far more versatile and truly 
compact envelope. Because of the M14 's 
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M14/M1A trigger assembly, (left) shown here 
with the hammer cocked and the trigger guard 
down for disassembly purposes, was lifted 
right out of the .30 M1 Garand. (right) M14/M1 A 
trigger assembly with the hammer forward in 
the fired position. 

Product List 
Black Hills Ammunition, Dept. SOF 

PO Box 3090, Rapid City, SD S7709-3090; 
phone: 60S-348-S I SO; fax: 60S-348-9827 

Call for information about purchasing 
direct at retail if there is no Black Hills 

distributor near you. 

Brownells Inc., Dept. SOF 
200 South Front Street, Montezuma, IA 

SO 171-9989; phone: SI S-623-S40 I 

G96 Products Co., Inc., Dept. SOF 
237 River Street, Paterson, NJ 07S44- I 684; 
phone: 800-782-6672; fax: 201-684-3848 

Springfield, Inc., Dept . SOF 
420 West Main, Geneseo, IL 6 I 2S4; 

phone: 309-944-S63 I; fax: 309-944-3676 

Turner Saddlery, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 120, Clay, AL 3S048-0120; 

phone: 20S-680-0120 

efficient flash hider there is no increase in 
nash signature or muzzle blast. However, 
with a match-grade barrel this is one heavy 
mother and many may opt for a standard-

weight barrel. As I am personally only inter
ested in accurate rifles, I am willing to 
accept the heavier load. It 's all quite rela
tive, and after years of carrying 24-pound 
machine guns through the bush, this l 1.5-
pound heavy-barrel Bush Rifle is almost a 
refreshing respite. There 's no free lunch and 
if you want the accuracy edge provided by a 
heavy match-grade barrel, you'll just have 
to get used to toting it. 

Complete with a laminated stock, glass
bedded to the action; National Match sights , 
National Match tuned trigger assembly and 
match-grade heavy barrel th is special order 
Springfield Armory MIA-A 1 Bush Rifle 
costs $2, llO and provides a great deal of 
value even at that hefty price. ~ 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY MIA-Al BUSH RIFLE 

Caliber: 7.62x5 I mm NATO (.308 Winchester). 

Operation: Gas. No regulator. Piston impinges upon operating rod. Locking by means of rotary 
two-lug bolt (with roller on right lug). Fire from the closed-bolt position. 

Feed: 20-round, staggered-column, detachable box-type magazine. 

Weight, empty: 11.5 pounds complete with empty magazine and sling. 

Length, overall: 40.3 inches. 

Barrel: Heavy, match-grade. Six-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 11 inches. 
Chrome-lined bore and chamber. 

Barrel length: 18 inches. 

Sights: National Match type. Square-top NM blade-type front with protective ears; adjustable 
for windage zero.MI Garand-type rear sight with NM 0.0595-inch peep aperture, 
adjustable for elevation and windage, audible I MOA clicks; 1/2-MOA elevation adjust
ment built into the eyepiece which is rotated 180 degrees up or down to achieve the 
adjustment change. 

Finish: Black oxide. 

Furniture: Black-laminated wood stock with black plastic upper handguard. Other stock options 
include walnut and camouflage-pattern fiberglass. 

Suggested retail price: MI A-A I Bush Rifle with black-laminated wood, glass-bedded stock; heavy match-grade 
barrel; National Match sights; and National Match tuned trigger assembly - $2, 110. 

Manufacturer: Springfield Armory, Springfield Inc., Dept. SOF, 420 West Main , Geneseo, IL 61254; 
phone: 309-944-5631; fax: 309-944-3676. 

Sling: Police Tactical Rifle Sling from Turner Saddlery, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 120, Clay, AL 35048-
0120; phone: 205-680-0120. Handmade from premium English bridal leather and based 
upon the U.S. Military Model 1907 sling. $40.95 plus postage. 

T&E summary: Compact, semiautomatic-only version of the battle-proven M 14. Rugged and reliable. 
Extremely accurate. Heavy because of match-grade barrel selected by author. 
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sinking private ryan 
A Technical Review 

by Peter G. Kokalis 



r ated five-star and highly acclaimed by the main
stream, and largely liberal, media as meticulously 
accurate in its technical detail, Steven Spielberg 's 

Saving Private Ryan is, in fact, a terribly flawed film in 
almost every regard, and especially so with regard to small 
arms. 

Machine guns are especially misused and abused in the 
movie. The first 20 min-
utes depict the night
mare of Omaha Beach 
and include numerous 
scenes of the MG42 
GPMG, which was used 
with great effect on that 
terrible first day of the 
invasion. However, the 
movie 's technical advi
sor was apparently 
unaware that this 
weapon 's fold-down 

shown with its front sight lowered as well. In the movie 's 
final scenes the BMG is hauled up to a tower with its top 
cover closed at first and then strangely open at the end. It is 
also fired without the Traversing and Elevation mechanism. 
The preferred technique for " free gun" fire is to simply dis
connect the T&E mechani sm from the traversing bar, not to 
throw it away. With regard to this weapon, cloth belts myste

front sight must be 
rotated upward when 
the weapon is deployed. 
Throughout the film, 
almost all of the MG42 
machine guns are 
shown with the front 
sight folded down. 

Furthermore, during 
these first scenes and 
later, long bursts are 
often fired (presumably 

In Spielberg's army, patrols move through combat zones bunched together 
engaged in frivolous conversation. And trained snipers change scopes in the 
field without re-zeroing their system just before engagi.ng long-range targets. 

riously change to dis
integrating links with 
blanks on at least one 
occasion. Worse , the 
movie 's coward, a 
favorite character of 
Spielberg with whom 
he must empathize, 
charges hysterically 
back and forth with 
cloth belts dropping 
rounds everywhere he 
goes. As this ammuni
tion arrived at Nor
mandy with the belts 
tightly and secure ly 
loaded at the ammuni
tion factori es, this 
cou ld not occur. Quite 
a few cartridges in 
these bel ts also have 
no primers . 

The Browning 

for theatrical effect) through the MG42. As the cyclic rate of this 
weapon can approach 1,400 rpm (Allied soldiers often referred to 
it as "Hitler's Zipper"), Geiman machine gunners were pro
grammed through training to fire very short bursts. Firing a three
to four-shot burst from a weapon with an extremely high cyclic 
rate will actually provide better bit probability on point targets 
than can be obtained with machine guns such as the Browning 
Ml919A4, which fires at a rate of only 550 rpm. 

ln addition, because the MG42 's cyclic rate was significant
ly greater than that of the MG34, from whose tripod - the 
Lafette 34 - the Mount 42 was adapted, the stability of the 
Mount 42 was less, with sign ificant
ly increased group dispersion. 
Another reason German machine 
gunners fired only short bursts from 
this mount. 

The movie's technical advisor 
apparently had a serious aversion to 
machine-gun sights , as the 
Browning Ml 919A4 is consistently 

Automatic Rifle (BAR) 
is shown without carry

ing handle or bipod. This is not actually an error, as soldiers in 
combat frequently removed these two components. In the case 
of the bipod this was especially unfortunate. Experience at the 
end of World War I clearly demonstrated that the Ml 918 BAR 
was capable, as issued, of only mediocre hit probability. A 
bipod was added to what became the M19 l 8A2 for that very 
reason. Attached at the muzzle end, group dispersion was 
reduced significantly. With the bipod located up front, it 
became somewhat more difficult to engage rapidly moving tar
gets on the flanks. But, only hits count and the BAR was very 
much more accurate with a bi pod. 

However, the most bi zarre 
sequence of technical errors sur
round the sniper and his rifle. At first 
the sniper is equipped with a 
Springfield Ml903A4 sniper rifle 
with what appears to be either a 
Weaver M73B 1 or Winchester A5 

Continued on page 68 



you didn't trust the joint 
efforts of the BATF and 
FBI at Waco or Ruby 
Ridge, try trusting them 
with your good name and 
your future ftreanns rights. 

Beginning on I December 
1998, firearms owners wi 11 wake 
up to a Brave New World - run 
jointly by the Clinton version of 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Bureau of A lcohol, Tobacco and Fi rearms. 
L ife will not be the same for anyone wish
ing to purchase a fiream1 through a federal
ly licensed dealer. 

From that day on, if you attempt to buy 
any fireann - all long guns included -
from an FFL holder, you wi ll have to get the 
Justice Department's permission. It's an 
intrusion that has nothing to do with crime. 
Virtually no violent criminals who have vio
lated long-ex isting laws against felonious 
purchase and possession of firearms have 

The Brady Bills I and II were named for James 
Brady (above, right) former press secretary to 
President Ronald Reagan, who was wounded 
in an assassination attempt on Reagan in 
1980. His wife, Sarah Brady (above, left), now 
chief spokesperson for Handgun Control Inc., 
has been a prime mover in making her hus
band a poster-child for anti-gun legislation. 
President Clinton signed the original Brady 
Bill into law (right) on 30 November 1993, 
which brought such restrictions as waiting 
periods on handgun sales. 
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been prosecuted. Instead they are "turned 
away," put back on the streets. 

300,000 Felonies 
Not Prosecuted? 

Under Brady Phase One - the five
year-old wai ting-period and federally man
dated state background check about to be 

phased out - the Administration claims 
300,000 prohibi ted persons were turned 
down. Their figures are garbage, but if you 
believe them, that's a lot of criminals who 
weren ' t prosecuted. (Bi ll Clinton is pressing 
to keep the waiting period, but there is no 
chance that will happen.) 

When instant check slides into place 
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next month, the Administration 's catch
and-release program will simply continue. 
What will change, is the power of the fed
eral government to regulate the lives of 
peaceable Americans. 

But worse yet, unless the congress or the 
courts act, instant check will prove to be a 
disaster for anyone caught up in bureaucrat
ic errors and mistakes. 

Very like ly, for peaceable Americans 
who are victims of bureaucratic 
error, an attempt to buy a gun from 
a dealer will open a nightmare, per-

the names of fi rearms purchasers and own
ers. Nobody believed the fi rst three hedges, 
why would anybody believe the last? 

The FBI and its a lmost inconsequential 
partner in this power grab, the BATF, are 
saying flat-out they won't obey die law. In 
its published regulations, FBI has arrogant
ly announced it will keep the record of 
lawful firearms purchases of individuals 
who c lear the system for 18 months for 

Beginning on I December 1998, 

in die best of hands comes down to the same 
thing - good people pay the price, even if 
it does stave off something far worse. So, as 
of l December, if you attempt to buy any 
firearm from a federally I icensed dealer you 
have to prove your good character. 

The gove rnment has had five years to 
collect data on people who are prohibited. 
And they've poured millions into state data 
bases and into software and hardware for 

haps a lifelong nightmare, in which 
an innocent individual cannot law- if you attempt to buy any firearm -

computer systems to get them up 
and running. FBl's NICS com
puters are supposedly crammed 
with information on gun owner
ship e ligibili ty. It's been gleaned 
from state and local law-enforce
ment records, from the National 
Crime Information Center 

fully own any guns. 
But first, everybody's question, 

"What is the National Instant 
Check System (NlCS)?" As envi-
sioned by those who supported it, 

all long guns included- from an FFL holder, 
you will have to get the (NCIC), from T he Department of 

Defense, Immigration and 
it was a neutral version of "instant 
check" where a prospective 
firearms owner 's name is submit-
ted for a high-tech super-computer back
ground check. Instant check was an a lterna
tive to far more ominous proposals being 
pressed in I 993 by a Democrat-controlled 
Slick Willie rubber-stamp congress. The 
concept was that w ith modem techno logy a 
firearms-purchase c learance would take less 
than 30 seconds, then the non-prohibited 
purchaser walks away firearm in hand. 

T he gun dealer makes a call to the FBI, 
the purchaser 's name is checked against a 
computerized list of people whose posses
sion of a firearm would constitute a federal 
felony, and if there is no match, no sweat. 
No permanent record would be kept, even 
of the call itself. 

Failed Safeguards 
At the time it was argued before con

gress in 1993, dlere were great feiu-s that 
" instant check" would create a national reg
istration scheme. Assurances were made 
and safeguards written into law. Under the 
Brady Law safety net - fought for by pro
firearms rights legis lators - when a name 
clears, the record search and all reference to 
the review is supposed to be destroyed -
purged, deleted, w iped. That's supposed to 
happen " instantly." The only reference that 
a cleared check was made is supposed to be 
in a "unique number" assigned the transac
tion and noted by die gun dealer on the 
Form 4473 that the dealer keeps in his 
premises. All this is " supposed to be ... " 
That was the promise of congress - a lock
tight protection against creation of a nation
al firearms owner registry. 

But this is the Clinton Administration. 
Like so many odler promises in the C linton 
era, it appears to be just anodler lie. In the 
hard reality of America in 1998 - with the 
Clintonoids holding all the power of a lawless 
bureaucracy - their version of instant check 
has emerged all teeth and slime from the chest 
of its host, the Brady waiting-period law. 

Technically, Slick Willie didn 't inhale. 
Technically, Bubba never had sex with 
Monica. Technically, he never lied about it. 
Technically, the FBI isn ' t going to reg ister 
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Justice Department's permission. 
"audit purposes." BATF has agreed. And the 
President has said he will back this policy 
with and oppose (presumably with a veto) 
any legislation to bolster existing law pre
venting retention of records. 

Scofflaw l aw Enforcement 
In addition to violating the Brady pro

tections, such a scheme to keep centralized 
firearms transaction records a lso vio lates 
the strong strictures of the 
McClure/Volkmer Firearm Owners 
Protection Act of 1986: So much fo r the 
hard-fought assurances to those concerned 
about c ivil rights. 

Instant check under ideal conditions and 

Naturalization Se rvice , the 
Bureau of Prisons, Veterans 
Admini stration, the FBI, The 

U.S. Department of State and the 
Department of Transportation. That last 
agency is a stunner unless you look at the 
question of de facto nationalization of dri
ver 's licenses for federal identification 
purposes, using Social Security numbers as 
a marke r: It 's in the works. 

T he actua l system wi ll operate through 
two conduits accessed by federal ly 
licensed deale rs, wi th a deale r directly 
contacting the FBI, or where the contact is 
made through a state agency or local police 
agency working with state government. 
Such contacts wi ll be made via phone or 
via a specia l computer term ina l that acts 
much like a credit card te rminal. 

In the wake of a deranged Palestinian's shooting spree atop the Empire State Building, in March 
1977, President Clinton holds a news conference and photo op with representatives of state 
police from Texas, Indiana and California. At right are Sarah Brady of HCI, Ray Kelly (undersec
retary of the Treasury for Enforcement), and (seated) James Brady. 
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FBI says in the early days of the system 
it will all be by phone. Apparently there are 
serious software glitches with the terminals. 

The Administration has pressed very 
hard to force states into the role of "point of 
contact." The coercion comes in the fonn of 
federal money and in the form of a "tax" the 
FBI would levy as punishment for state's 
refusing to cooperate. The tax would be 
imposed on dealers and thus on consumers 
in those states. The "gun tax" has raised the 
most ire among the public, but it may be a 
stalking horse. There are other issues which 
should raise even greater concern. 

To run the massive data base on its 
supercomputers, the FBI is hiring on a crash 
basis, and plans to have 450 people on-line 
by the first day - many of them "analysts." 
If a name comes up as questionable for any 
reason, the sale will be delayed while a 
deeper investigation ensues. That is where 
the analysts come in. With an official de lay, 
a gun purchaser might wait up to five days 
(counting ho lidays and weekends). 
Congress provided that a sale couldn ' t be 
delayed for more than three business days, 
but the FBI will get around that with a 
denial. When in doubt, say no. A tumdown 
could mean a wai t of forever. 

What about genuine criminals and fugi
tives who test the system? There is nothing, 
either in the law, or in the regulations or in 
the statements of federal law enforcement 
that allude to FBI or ATF making an arrest 
in the event that a turndown involves a vio
lent criminal, or fugitive, who have just 
committed major felonies in the process of 
attempting to acquire a gun. During the 
Clinton years, such persons normally leave 
the gun store where they commit their 
crimes with no consequences paid other 
than being turned down. 

Just Trust Us 
For the past s ix months - meeting 

princ ipally with fi rearm s deal ers and 
industry trade groups - FBI and BATF 
officials have been flacking N1CS as a 
merely benign activ ity of government. 
They are a ll smiles and g lad hands. They 
are saying that they are good guys and 
that they wi ll look out after concerns of 
firearms owners rights . Perhaps they 
mean well. Personally, I must concede 
that maybe they rea lly are good guys. 

But the malignancy is in the black lette r 
of the regulations these "good guys" are try
ing to sell. 

Since late spring, the two agencies have 
published five separate sets of regulations 
on NICS. The most-telling of the five regs 
laid down under the newly emerging Brady 
law deals with the FBI exempting itself 
from the Federal Privacy Act. Published in 
the 4 June l998 Federal Register (Vol. 63, 
Number 107), the Privacy Act exemption is 
the !inch pin to everything the Justice 
Department wishes to get away with in a 
grab for raw, unauthorized power. 

The Federal Privacy Act- among other 
critical protections - entitles any c itizen on 
whom the government creates or keeps a 
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With the obligatory stern law-enforcement officers and perennial victim in attendance, President 
Clinton called on congress last August to extend the Brady Law. Brady ll's instant-check provi
sions now extend to all firearm sales. 

record to see that precise record on demand. 
It g ives an individual the power to force the 
government to correct the record if it is 
wrong. And if a correction is made, the gov
ernment must disseminate the correction to 
anyone or any entity that had access to the 
bad information. It's good law and it works. 

If NICS is what it is supposed to be - a 
black and white set of facts on people who 
are prohibited from possessing firearms -
there is every reason that the Privacy Act 
should apply. 

Under the Gun Control Act of 1968, 
convicted felons, known drug users, adjudi
cated lunatics, people who renounced their 
c itizenship or had d ishonorable discharges 
from military service or those in the country 
illegally were criminally prohibited from 
possessing or purchasing firearms. 

Added to those classes is now a host of 
"domestic abuse" misdemeanor disqualifi 
cation 's under the so-called Lau ten burg 
amendment. 

Even with the terribly complex nature of 
disabling minor spousal abuse crimes under 
Lautenburg, there is no reason that informa
tion on the FBl 's computers shouldn't be 
made avai lable to those turned down. It still 
comes down to yes or no. 

Regulations Ignoring The Law 
Without arguing the right or wrong (all 

moot) points of " instant check," this citizen 
access to their records is what congress 
intended with the Privacy Act. Innocent 
people must be protected against wrongful 
infomiation held by the government. 

But what congress intended, and what 
the Clinton/Gore FBI and Department of 
Justice are taking for themselves are oppo
s ites. If the FBI or BATF makes a mistake 
about someone's background, they should 
fi x it. That's the law if the Privacy Act 

applies. They restore your name. They 
restore your rights. The burden is on them. 
The individual citizen has the rightful upper 
hand. With the Privacy Act in place, there is 
a presumption of innocence. 

But the FBI has gone to great pains to 
exempt itself and its records from the 
Privacy Act. But that 's the ir newspeak way 
of putting it. In reality, the FBI is exempting 
indiv idual c itizens from exerc ising their 
rights to know what is being said about 
them and done to them. 

What has been written by FBI lawyers 
and bureaucrats regards the Privacy Act has 
no smile. There is no g lad-hand, no back
slapping, nothing to wheedle, and nothing 
false to sell in terms of trust here. It's just 
words that wi ll grind you under. The pro
posed regs announce that the FBI, and 
NICS should not be subject to restrictions of 
the Privacy Act ... 

" ... because the re lease of the accounting 
of disclosures would place the subject (gun 
purchaser) on notice that the subject is or 
has been the subject of investigation and 
resul t in a serious impediment to law 
enforcement. 

" .. . because these provisions concern an 
ind ividual's access to records which con
cern the individual and such access to 
records in the system would compromise 
ongoing investigations, reveal investigatory 
techniques and confidential informants, 
invade the privacy of persons who provide 
info rmation in connection with a particular 
investigation or constitute a potential dan
ger to the health or safety of law-enforce
ment personnel." 

" .. . because to require the FBI to amend 
information thought not to be accurate, 
timely, relevant and complete, because of 
the nature of the information collected and 
the essential length of time it is maintained, 
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would create an impossible administrative 
burden by forcing the agency to continuous
ly retrograde its investigations attempting to 
resolve these issues." 

So a person - using lawful, existing 
Privacy-Act power for redress to correct a 
record that causes government to improper
ly treat that individual as "prohibited" from 
owning firearms - would impede law 
enforcement, invade the _privacy of infor
mants, be a danger to the health or safety of 
law enforcement personnel, and would cre
ate an impossible administrative burden on 
the organs of the state? 

A government attorney working on a 
similar federal data base told SOF, "NICS is 
not supposed to be an investigatory data 
base. It is informational. Everything is yes or 
no; up or down. If it were 'law enforce
ment,' with information such as that which is 
provided by undercover agents or confiden
tial informants, there might be a clear reason 
for exemption. But not here. No way." 

Not Fish, Just Foul 
In fact, during June hearings before the 

House Judiciary Committee's Subcommittee 
on Crime, FBI officials testified emphatical
ly that NICS was "not law enforcement." 
Nobody on the committee asked the obvious 
question, "Then what the hell is it?" 

In its Privacy Act exemption regulation, 
FBI officials are giving Americans an ironclad 
guarantee that errors will happen, and flatly 
refuse to stand behind accuracy of any of the 
vast majority of the data they will receive. 

Here's how they say it: "Since most of 
the records are from state and local or other 
federal agency records, it would be impos
sible to review all of them to verify that they 
are accurate." 

Dirty data will be a huge problem. A 
Justice Department lawyer - who spends 
his days defending regulations - told SOF 
the FBI proposals were "intrinsically dan
gerous and very badly drafted." He likened 
dirty data possessed by the FBI on an indi
vidual to the possession stolen property. 

"There is a simple principle of law that 
fits here. It doesn't matter whose hands it is 
in, stolen property is still stolen property all 
the way down the line. Dirty information is 
dirty information. And if it is possessed and 
used against an individual citizen by the 
FBI, the agency can't cop out because they 
got it from another source." 

If the FBI does possess and use incorrect 
information to tum down a gun sale, you, 
the hapless, innocent, refused buyer, will 
lose your Second Amendment rights on the 
spot. In the regulations, the dealer cannot be 
informed as to the reason a sale is denied, 
nor can the buyer be told. The dealer is 
merely given a unique number. For the 
buyer; there will be a form to fill out, and a 
process that has not yet been configured 
could be in the works. 

For the innocent buyer given a red light, 
this is the beginning of a nightmare. 

It's not just that you are turned down for 
that particular gun sale: You are marked as 
a prohibited person. Every time your name 

DECEMBER 1998 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

pops up in their supercomputer and in some 
other agency's super computers, you are 
listed as a prohibited person. Until your 
name is cleared, you can't own guns. And 
who knows with whom this information 
might be shared? 

The FBI also says that if you are turned 
down, your word counts for nothing. " ... 
because the purpose of the system is to ver
ify information a_bout an individual, it 
would not be realistic to rely on information 
provided by the individual." 

So the FBI sees itself as cop, prosecutor, 
judge and jury to a citizen's rights. Anyone 
given a mistaken thumbs down is screwed. 

fee, gents." But don't think in terms of $14, 
do a little math: It's worth the wrath of con
gress, especially if you get your way. 

As of August, 22 states will not serve as 
"point of contact" for either handgun or long
gun purchases under NICS, meaning dealers 
in those states must directly contact FBI offi
cials at their computer lair in West Vrrginia. 

In four additional states, the point of con
tact will be shared; handguns handled at state 
level and long guns by the feds. In Delaware, 
it's split even further with shotguns and rifles 
being handled by different levels of govern
ment. 

The regulatory mess aside, what this 
means - unless some force of sanity inter-

So, Sue Me, Hyuk, Hyuk, Hyuk 0 • venes in the form of congress or the courts 
The FBI in its regulations says a person - is that in all of those jurisdictions, the FBI 

can get unscrewed by suing the govern- will charge a fee of $14 a pop for gun pur-
ment. Even if you are rich enough, try suing chases. 
government and winning. It is estimated by industry experts that 

The ostensible the FBI could be directly handling 9,000 
hook for demanding transactions an hour. 
their exemptions So, 9,000 calls at 
from the Privacy Act $14 equals $126,000 
is that the NICS an hour. And 
scheme is "law $126,000 an hour 
enforcement." But, times 60-business 
when FBI officials hours per week equals 
told congress the $7,560,000; times 52 
opposite - that weeks totals 
NICS was "not law $393,120,000 a year 
enforcement". - into the pockets of a 
that claim was to federal police agency 
cover the govern- with no congressional 
ment's plan to authorization to take 
charge a fee for that money. 
the "service" of And gunners will pay. 
running back- For what? For some-
ground checks. thing congress says the 
Under totally FBI must do as their 
unrelated laws duty as a taxpayer-fund-

dealing with ~-~""~·""":·~~~~~~======~~;;........-~· ~-~-j ed government agency. 
fee-for-service for non-gov- The congress did, after 
ernment activities such as fingerprint work all, already appropriate $200 million for 
for private entities, the FBI is allowed to NICS over the past five years. That seemed 
charge a fee. Those laws predate Brady, so like a lot, but pales to chicken feed com-
they don't apply. Yet the FBI claims that's pared to what the FBI could raise on its 
where they get the power to charge a fee for own - from gun buyers - over that same 
background checks on potential gun buyers. period of time: almost $2 billion. And they 

Only in the Clinton Administration can say it's not a tax. 
something be "law enforcement" and "not 
law enforcement" at the same time. 

In the last of five published regulations, 
the FBI has announced it will indeed charge 
a fee of $14 per firearms transaction as part 
of NICS. This, mind you, follows on the 
heels of U. S. Senate passage of an appro
priations rider banning any fee and prohibit
ing any retention of records of people who 
are cleared under NICS. New Hampshire's 
U. S. Senator Bob Smith's measure also 
gives any citizen standing to sue the gov
ernment if either stricture is broken: Bubba 
Clinton has promised to shut down the gov
ernment over this issue. (Try translating that 
into shutting down Judge Starr's 
Independent Counsel operation.) A 69 to 31 
roll call Senate defeat for the gun tax is a 
pretty stout vote. 

You would think the FBI director would 
look at such a vote and say, "Let's forget the 

Instant Check,. or 
Blank Check? 

Further, there is nothing but their regula
tory good word to keep the FBI from upping 
the ante - $20, $50, $100. Almost sounds 
like the hype ending one of those pesky 
fund-raising letters. 

If congress lets them get away with this, 
the FBI will be Qlending government and 
commerce. Sound familiar? What next? 
Will be the FBI go into competition with the 
People's Liberation Army, making slave
labor Barbie knock-offs to pay for "Brady 
III, The Next Edition?" That's the direction 
this is ultimately headed. 

Freelance journalist Jim Norell has 
worked the pro-gun issue with congress, and 
as a consultant with pro-gun groups, for 25 
years. ~ 
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sinking private ryan 
Continued from page 63 

(Lyman SA) scope. Both would be correct. 
But during the sequence in which he shoots 
a German sniper through the eye by an 
unlikely shot that enters the German 's ri fle 
scope, he has switched to a Unertl 8X 
sniper scope. 

Ml903A l /Unertl sniper rifles were 
issued to the Marine Corps starting in early 
1943. They saw action in the Pacific theater 
only. They were never issued to, or used by, 
the U.S . Army. Furthermore, no trained 
sniper would change scopes in the field 
without re-zeroing the system and certainly 
not just before he engaged a long-range tar
get. Scopes and mounts of that era could not 
usually hold zero when removed and re
installed. A very bad faux pas , indeed. 

No one in his right mind would land on 
Omaha Beach or walk around the Area of 
Operati ons (AO) wearing rank insigni a on 
his unifo rm or painted on his helmet; not 
unless he had a very strong death wish. Nor, 
do patrols move through a combat zone 
bunched together engaged in fri volous con
versation . Be advised that they do in 
Spielberg's army. 

So ldi ers in Spielberg's army a lso di s
obey orders whenever they fee l li ke it. 
One of Tom Hanks' men removes a child 
from a gutted-out building aga inst orders 
and it costs him hi s li fe . The BAR man 
threaten s to walk away and Hanks tell s 
him to go if he wants to . But, the most 
preposterou s ac t of di sobedience - and 
the one upon which the entire plot spins 
- is Pri va te Ryan 's refu sa l to go back 
with the ca ptain portrayed by Tom 
Han ks. Even more unbe li evabl e, Ryan 
ta lks Hanks into stay ing fo r what is pre
di ctabl y and obviously a sui cida l engage
ment wi th Germ an armor. 

Of co urse the average mov ie criti c 
does n ' t kn ow a sniper ri fle fro m a 
bazooka . Bu t, underlyin g a ll of its tec hni 
cal nonsense and the lav ish praise it has 
received in spite of it, is the fac t that 
Saving Private Ryan is politicall y correct 
to the liberal left. World War II was a 
good war; the Germ ans were evi l (every 
damn one of them apparentl y) and if they 
got shot when attempting to surrender that 
was just tough. That thi s happened as 
well in Vie tn am (and every war since 
men began throwing spea rs at each other) 
was not acceptabl e because, of co urse, 
Vi etnam was an unju st war. That is to say, 
our enemy in Vi etnam was po li t icall y, 
and thu s uncomfortabl y, fa r too close to 
the left wing in thi s co untry. All of wh ich 
just demonstrates that liberals, and the 
enterta inment industry and media they so 
ti ghtly control , remain very much agen
da-o ri ented . 

SOF's Technical Editor, Peter G. 
Kokalis , is a recognized world authority on 
military small arms. ~ 
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Targeting Sudan 
Continued from page 51 

in Arabia, cult ivating powerfu l contacts in 
the Arab world. However, with Desert 
Stonn he unfurled his banner when he came 
out uneq uivocall y for Saddam Hussein . lt 
was a bad mistake; the on ly people in the 
Arab world who were keep ing his people 
from starving were those most bitterly 
opposed to the Iraqi dictator. 

Since then, many Iraqis tend to use 
Khartoum as someth ing of a "c learing 
house" prior to thei r infi ltrating western 
countries, usually by way of Egypt or some 
black West African states, including those 
from which Washington has recently with
drawn its embassy staff. 

Puppet State 

In present-day Sudan, it is Tehran 's 
mullahs who call the shots. Recent inte lli
gence sitreps point to dozens of insurgent 
or guerri lla traini ng camps in the desert 
o utside Khartoum that are run by 
Iranians . These host a variety of ma lcon
tents from just about every co untry in the 
Islamic world (and quite a few others 
besides, includ ing diss idents from Ind ia , 
Eastern Europe , the former Soviet Union, 
South Africa and even as dista nt as 
Malays ia, the Philippines and S ingapo re). 

Tehran has spread its net wide. Sudan 's 
xenophobic isolationism helps. lt is not sur
prising there fore, to hear that there are large 
numbers of Afghan nationals fighting 
Sudanese Christ ian d iss idents in the south 
of the countTy. Thi s is one of the reasons, 
incidentally, why the SPLA (S udanese 
Peop le's Liberation Army) enjoys such 
strong American government support. 

ft is necessary to look carefu lly at the 
proceedings of the three meetings (over a 
two-day period) that took pl ace at al
Turabi 's house last year. Details were some
how leaked by the Arabic-language, Paris
based newspaper Al-Waran al-' Ara hi (3 1 
October l997). 

Present with Turabi was Dr. Nafi (Ali 
Nafi) , coordinator of " the Agency" (inte lli
gence operations) and chief planner of the 
assassination attempt on the life of Egypt 's 
President Mubarak in Add is Ababa two years 
before. It was at this meeting that plans were 
hatched to bring the "chemical and bacterio
logical factory" in Khartoum into produc
tion. Seven more issues were adopted: 

I. The Islamic Arab Peoples ' Conference 
(an annual affair which was a ll owed to 
lapse) would be revived. Its purpose, it was 
reiterated , was " for the exporting of Is lam ic 
revolution and the participants comm itted 
to (J ihad) holy war." 

2. The conferees dec ided to rebui ld, 
open and expand military tra ining camps 
in the Sudan. Their activ ities wo ul d be 
geared to inc lude some states whi ch were 
cons idered to have " strayed from true 
Islamic objectives ." 
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3. Ali Nafi was charged with exporting 
revoluti on to Eritrea , and possibly assass i
nat ing President Afwerki . 

4. Tbrah im al-Saluss i was tasked with 
supervising the camps. Head of the secret 
police, Ghazi Salah-al-Din would look for 
loca l financ ing. It is beli eved that he 
approached bin Laden fo r cash . 

5. Operations would be intens ified to 
support ex tremi st lq wan (Mos lem 
Brotherhood) activities in Egypt. Financia l 
and logistic support to get weapons into 
Egypt wou ld be offered. 

6. The meeting recommended financing 
fo r a foreign press effort " that supports the 
Islamic Arab Peoples ' Conference, defends 
Sudan and backs Islamic ideals." They also 
agreed to publish a peri od ica l from the 
Sudanese Embas y in London . 

7. Thi s dealt with the chemical and bio
logica l warfare factory in the Khartoum
Bahri suburb of Kubar. It was agreed that 
th is wou ld be done in conjunction with the 
Iraqi and Iranian governments. 

8. Members would direct a call to Arab 
Afghans and intensify contacts "so that they 
woul d join the ir brothers in Khartoum" (to 
fight the Christian infide ls in the south). 

Bankrolling Bombers 
It is noteworthy that much of what has 

happened in the Sudan more recently has 
co incided with the react ivation of fo re ign 
military bases in the co un try. More 
Iranian milita ry pe rsonne l have arrived , 
toge the r with several a rm s shipments 
from C hina that were off-loaded at Port 
Sudan. Man ifests of these cargoes indi
cate a new level of sophi stication in the 
war in the so uth in c ludin g a g reate r 
emphas is on a ir power. The Suda n has 
taken delivery of a variety of Ru ss ian
bui lt he li copter gunships, as well as late
generat ion M iG fighters. 

Nobody has indicated who would pay 
fo r a ll thi s s ince the Sudan is hopeless ly 
bankrupt. A lso, three-quarters of its popu
lati on is ill iterate. More importan t, still , 
there is very I itt le popular support for the 
war in the south that has gone on intermit
tent ly for 40 years. In ca ll-up letters sent to 
a lmost a qua rte r of a milli on yo un g 
S udanese last year to report for military 
trai ning , only a few hund red did so . And 
though Khartoum is secreti ve about the 
number of casualties it is taking in this 
dreadful internecine conflict, these are 
bel ieved to be hi gher than ever. 

One d iplomatic observer in Khartoum 
ventured that if the casualties were ever 
made public, the government would be 
thrown oul the next day. This wa possibly 
one of the reasons why President al-Bashir 
recentl y made an offer to a ll ow the 
Christian south a lim ited form of autonomy. 
The offer was rejected by the SPLA, proba
bly because the war has been goi ng qu ite 
wel l for them of late. 

Al Venrer is SOF's Contributing Editor 
f or Afi-ica, and has just returned f rom East 
Africa. ~ 

ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 

Most elec
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 
Enter the E100HO by SouthOrd. Ma- ~--~~ .. 
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac-
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. E100HO (asserrbled) - $179.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 

E100HO Kit - $99.95 

shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call "The Auto Wedgie", is about all you'll ever need. 
Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This 'wonder 
tool', by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road-even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true-but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 
SJW-3 $79.95 

SAP 
GLOVES 

I love these gloves-used 
them for years! They're great protec
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your 'cycle, or protect· 
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. Stale size when ordering. 
D-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 

BRASS 
KNUCKS 

A blast from the past! These "1928" knuckle dusters take us 
back to the days of prohibition. black sedans, and "Tommy" guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harleys! 
KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair 

SOUTHORD ~ 
RECON FIGHTER ~ 
Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that's built like a Hummer, 
we've got one for ya 1 This beauty is heavy-and heavy duly. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers-il's 
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it-once you 
buy one of these "picks", you' ll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 

~SOUTHERN 
~ORDNANCE 
THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG -loaded with ha-d to find items 
- Locksm~h Tools, Pellet Riffles, Crossbows. Sw~chblades , Transmitters, 
Bug Detector;, Bool<s, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More' Only $5.00 or FREE with any order. 

CHECK. MONEY ORDER. VISA. MASTERCARO. AMERICAN EXPRESS. OPTIMA 

WARNING: Check State and l ocal Laws. Must be 18 years Of older lo order 

www.southord.com 
e-mail : sales@soulhord .com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babson Par!<, FL33827 

CALL: (941) 638-2499 • FAX: (941) 638-2486 
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Baden K9 
& Tactical School 

Offering both trained dogs and training in: anti
terrorist/hostage extraction, perimete1· & crowd control, 

surveillance, counter measures, S.A.R., special ops. for military, 
law enforcement and corporate interests. International security 

consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory groups 
available for immediate global deployment. Our training 

personnel are active in their fields in some of the hottest spots in 
the world. U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. specialists on-site. We offer the 
most intense and comprehensive training courses in the wol'ld. 
From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of New York City, 

7 0 

our dogs have proven their courage and stability. 

For more information, please 
con tact us at: 

TEL.: (905) 562 - 3095 
FAX: (905) 562 - 4242 

E-mail: 
SOF @ badenk9.com 

Web Site: 
www.badenk9.com 

ADVENTURE CAMP 
The NRA Whittington 

Cente:r Adventu:re 
fo:r Kids! 

Located in the Rocky Mountains of Northeastern New 
Mexico, the camp is designed for young people between 
the ages of 13 and 17. Instruction in camping, outdoor 
cooking, safety and marksmanship with all firearms, 

tracking, map and compass skills and much more is pro
vided in a positive two-week learning experience by some 

of the most proficient instructors in the nation. 
Call us at 505 I 445-3615 for more information. 

The NRA Whittington Center 
BOX 700, 

RATON, NEW MEXICO 87740 
Advertising space donated as a public service by Soldier of Fortune Magazine 

I Was There 
Continued from page 29 

was today, it can be extremely difficult to do 
a successful refueling," said Finerty. 

Helicopters become "power limited" at 
high a ltitude (8,000 ft.) in hot weather when 
temperatures are in the triple digits. Even 
choppers like the Pave Hawk have difficul
ty maneuvering. 

"We were pulling a ll of the power that 
we had available, and we were not able to 
move up on the drogue to tank. 

Realiz ing this, Capt. Estock suggested 
Finerty move to the outside and come 
"down and in" to make a successful contact. 

From my vantage point I could see the 
fue l basket flopping in the breeze. Every 
time the tanker's wing moved, that hose 
also moved. 

Although there is less turbulence at 
night, there are also fewer visual cues. Pi lots 
wearing night-vision goggles have difficulty 
judging depth perception and NVGs give 
them only a 40-degree fie ld of view. 

"What the tanker does determines what 
that hose is going to do," said Finerty as he 
expla ined his plan of attack. 

"If the tanker is bouncing around, the hose 
is going to be doing the same thing. If it's 
smooth, you' II come up behind the hose and 
you ' ll look at the basket. You want to make 
sure none of the spokes that guide the basket 
in flight are broken, because you could hit the 
side with the probe and puncture the basket 
instead of hitting one of the spokes and being 
guided to the connection point." 

Finerty says pilots a lso need to visually 
check to make sure the parachute drogue is 
not spinning rapidly, because if you lock 
onto a spinning basket, the tip of your probe 
could be unscrewed, and then you ' re 
screwed. 

"You have to look at the tanker when 
you approach the drogue, and don't concen
trate on the hose that is bobbing up and 
down," said Finerty, "or you ' ll be chasing it 
all clay long." Estock says pilots should look 
at the tanker, look at the wing and the flaps, 
then at the last moment, check the position 
of the drogue before making contact with 
the probe. 

"With the drogue flopping all over the 
sky, the one factor that stays constant is the 
wing of the ai rcraft. If we can concentrate 
on where the wing is in relation to the wind
screen of the he! icopter, and don 't overreact 
to what the drogue is doing, it will eventu
ally come back to a stable position for a few 
seconds, and we can plug the basket," said 
Estock, who has flown more than his share 
of hair-raising missions. 

" We were at a safe distance, I know, 
because we didn ' t hit anything," said 
Finerty, " but we were fairly close." 

Dale B. Cooper is a ji·equent SOF con
tributor - and has absolutely no experi
ence skydiving ji'om a 727 in the Pacific 
Northwest. ~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ DECE M BER 1998 



Omega Pro11ing Ground 
Continued from page 47 

partner could get the butter in the fry pan. It 
is good gear - and easy to clean, which is 
important for anything you use to harvest 
your groceries. 

Avail able from Gutman Cutlery, Dept. 
SOF, Box 2219, Bellingham, WA 98227; 
phone: 360-650-9141; fax: 360-676-1 075. 

So1ne C>f The AnS\f\rer, 
Urban Carbine 

A Technique and Tactics 
Manual for the Colt Carbine. 

Some Of The Answer, 

Urban Carbine 

A T«hniq uc :md T:actlei M:mual for 
lhc Colt Curbint 

By.TimCrt\\S 

Pro/01:111! by Col JeffCooptr 

by Jim Crews. 1997. 124 pages with 146 
black ~& white photos. Available f rom the 
author at Depr. SOF, 714 North 3rd Street, 
Avondale, AZ 85323; phone: 602-932-1966; 
e-mail: crews@sprynet.com; website: 
http://marksman.base.org. $29.95 postpaid. 

Not many first-time gun authors can 
garner a pro logue by Jeff Cooper. That 
Cooper woul d, in essence, pl ace his per
sonal imprimatur on thi s book is certainly 
a tes timonia l from a higher authority. 
However, I must take issue with Co lonel 
Cooper 's appraisa l of the S .56x45 mm 
NATO cartridge as havi ng "somewhat 
restricted potential. " Be th at as it may, it 's 
refreshi ng to see a title in which the author 
acknowledges from the get-go that he 
doesn ' t necessarily have all the answers. 

J im Crews chooses to call the 
M l 6/AR 15 seri es an " urban carbine. " 
Wh ile I cannot totally agree with this defi
nition, nevertheless his text is oriented 
toward law-enforcement util ization in 
mostly urban environments. There is no 
coverage of the Ml 6 's admittedly limited 
fu ll-auto applications. That is as it should 
be, as the police can never just ify dep loy
ment of largely uncontro lled bullet hoses. 
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This is a class ic and all -encompass ing 
manual fo r anyone about to partic ipate in , 
or teach, a course in the Colt AR IS ri fl e. 
Every required topic is examined clearly 
and in detail , wi th the proper associated 
photography. In formation is provided on 
safety; the ready pos iti ons; slings and their 
deployment; loading, unloading and tactical 
re load ing mani pul ati ons; marksmanship; 
zeroing techniques; primary and secondary 
shooti ng positions; tactical movement; mal
functions; trans itions to the service sidearm; 
tactics ; modifica ti ons, such as bipods, 
sights, flashlights and other accessories; and 
maintenance. There is also a terminology 
section; a detai led course outline fo r 

380 A U T O s 38.00 

9 S U PER COM P ( 9X23) s 52.00 

s 36.00 

9X21 
9MM M A KAROV s 39.00 
9MM LARGO 
9MMWIN M A G s 60.00 

38 S UPER s 4 1 .00 

38 SPECIAL s 35.00 
38 SPECIAL+ P s 36.50 
38 S U PER CO M P s 49.00 

38 LON G COLT s 4 1.00 
32 H &R M A G s 48 .00 

357 MAG s 36.00 

s 4 8.00 
44 SPEC IA L s 46.00 
41 MAGN UM s 46.00 
45 A U T O s 46.00 
45 A U TO+P s 56.00 $104.00 
45 S U PER s 60.00 $ 11 1.00 
45 COLT s 50.00 s 93.00 
45WI N MAG s 66.00 $ 1"1 9.00 

s 49. 00 s 92.00 
40S&W s 48.00 $ 9 1 .00 

s 63.00 $ 1 17.00 
445 SUPER MAG $ 1 30.00 $228.00 
45 S& W SCH OFI E LD s 56.00 s 96.00 

S 56.00 s 96.00 
s 5 1 .00 s 89.00 

357 SIG s 53.00 s 94.00 
32120 s 65.00 $1 1 7.0 0 

s 65.00 $ 11 8 .00 
4 5 4 C A S U LL $ 98. 00 $184.00 
44/40 $108.00 

$143.00 $270.00 

s 56.00 $104.00 

7.62X25TO K AREV s 6 1 .00 $ 1 07.00 

s 61.00 $107.00 

instructors; and a sample written test with 
an answer key. 

Although some agenc ies use caliber 
5.56x45mm rifles such as the Ruger Mini 
14 and Steyr AUG, the Colt AR LS prevaiJs 
among police special-response teams in this 
country. And, of .course, its selective-fire 
version is the standard issue infantry rifle of 
the U.S. armed forces. This is an important 
book written for - and highly recommend
ed to - armed profess ionals at any level of 
experience. This manual is Peace Officer
and Standards Training Board-approved in 
Ari zona and has been adopted by the LA.PD 
Po lice Academy. 

- Peter G. Kokalis ~ 

1300 West Henry Street• P.O. Box 833 
Sedalia, MO 65301 
.800-280-6660. 660-827-6640 
FAX 660-827-6650 
Visit out World Wil:le Web site af· 
'f'Ww.starlipebrass.com 

Prices include shipping and handling wilhin the United States 
except Alaska and Hawaii. Prices effective May 20, 1998, and 
subject to change without notice'. TERMS: Payment must 
accompany orqer. VISA, Master,Card. Discover. cashiers 
~check, money order, personal ctied.s accepted. 
.Orders subject to check ~ ~ ~ 
clearance. ~ ~ ~ 
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Full Jluta 
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Ameli , a 5.56x45mm machine gun that 
looks like a scaled-down MG42, has turned 
out to be an insubstantial piece of junk and 
the Spanish army has recently abandoned it. 

Bruce's second volume, Machine Guns 
Of World War I, covers the single mo t 
important period of machine-gun develop
ment. The author examines seven weapon 
systems in great detail: the Getrnan Max im 
MG08, Vickers Mk I and Hotchkiss Mle 
l 9 14, all of which did great execution on the 
line; the MG08/l 5 and Lewis Mk I, the 
incipient orig ins of the light machine gun 
form; the world 's first successfully deployed 
submachine gun, the MP 18/I; and the first 
attempt at an assault rifle, the wretched 
Chauchat Mle 1915. This volume closes with 
a brief section on developments after the war. 

Both the German MG08 and the Vickers 
were, of course, Maxim machine guns. The 
Vickers was no more, or less, than a Maxim 
in which the "knee break" of the lock con
nector was inverted, pennitting the height of 
the receiver to be reduced by 2 inches. The 
Maxim, as fielded by the Germans, weighed 
49 pounds with water, its tripod another 77 
pounds. The weights for the Vickers were 40 
and 50 pounds, respectively. Both of these 
weapons were called heavy machine guns, 
until the advent of the .50 caliber Browning 
MG, after which they were referred to as 
medium machine guns. The Max im MG08 
and Vickers remain the two great classic 
belt-fed machine guns of all time, and there 
is precious little to critic ize about e ither. 

The German attempt at a light machine 
gun, the Max im MG08/l5, is another mat
ter. While used with horrendous effect 
against Allied offensive advances, the 08/15 
was less than ideal as an assault machine 
gun. With water in its jacket and a full load 
of ammo in its be lt carrier, the 08/15 
weighed 43 pounds. This compared unfa
vorably to its contemporary, the Lewis gun, 
which tipped the scales at 32.75 pounds, 
complete with bipod and loaded 47-round 
magazine. Often called the "Belg ian 
Rattlesnake," the Lewis was precursor to 
the concept of fire and movement that pre
vails on today's battlefie ld.While the 
French Hotchkiss, the world 's first e ffective 
a ir-coo led machine gun, was re liable, 
robust, accurate and we ll designed and exe
cuted, we cannot say the same for the 
Chauchat. Although the concept was cor
rect, the weapon fell far short in the very 
areas in which the Hotchkiss excelled. 

By today 's standards the German 
MP 18/I would be clumsy and fa r too heavy 
( l l.6 pounds with loaded magazine). 
Introduced at the very end of World War !, 
it was quite effective in the hands of e lite 
German assault teams for clearing trench
es. It was so highly regarded that after the 
war it led to the development of an entire 
small arms c lass and ultimately to today's 
ubiquitous MPS. ~ 
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Continued from page 55 

was looking for. " He is being obliged to 
accept second-tier profess ionals including 
people from the Balkans who know very lit
tle about combat in Africa or, for that matter, 
anywhere e lse," he confided. "Though some 
are former EO personnel, others really don't 
belong in uniform." 

A contact in South Afri ca to ld 
1!1telligence Review that some of Savimbi 's 
recruite rs - people such as Johan 
Niemolle r and Tom Saunders, the latter a 
driver with one of the SA Reconnaissance 
Commandos - had been associated with 
Sav imbi for years. More recently, they had 
been trans iting mercenaries to UNITA 
through Brazzaville and other points to the 
east, including Kampala. 

Niemoller, a wealthy farmer who made 
his fortune supplying special forces equip
ment to the SA army, has been linked to 
arms thefts from a Parachute Battalion 
headquarters. He is wanted fo r questioning 
by the SA Police fo llowing the deaths of 
two people in these weapons' he ists . 
Niemoller is said to be linked to the murder 
of anti-Apartheid activist Anton Lubowski , 
in Windhoek, in the mid- '80s. 

Paying The Tab 
Who is paying for all this? There is some 

evidence that UNITA's mercenary salaries 
are being funded from abroad. Payments are 
apparently being made in U.S. dollars even 
though Sav imbi - in spite of his widespread 
illicit diamond mining activities - is known 
to be critically short of fo re ign currency. 

Meanwhile, tension in Angola continues 
to escalate. Both sides have made wild 
claims about incidents which have resulted 
e ither in exchanges of fire or their fo llowers 
being driven out of their positions. UNITA 
commanders c ite the forced evacuation of 
more than 200 towns in the interior because 
of MPLA military actions. A report in the 
Johannesburg Star on 25 July, said UNITA 
had lost contro l of at least 3 1 wealthy dia
mond mines last year. It was driven off 
dozens of others at gunpoint. This is one of 
the reasons, the paper states, why Savimbi 
has mobil ized. 

Luanda 's FAA command, in contrast, 
says that the I 00 or so people killed late 
July near the north-east mining town of 
Masuk.ku was one of a series of UNITA's 
"barbaric and brutal attacks." There were 
also 88 garampeiros (illegal diamond min
ers) burnt alive at Bula, the government 
c laims. While Luanda c laim the perpetra
tors were UNITA bandidos, there is some 
doubt about this. 

A Sav imbi spokesman said the 400-odd 
soldiers responsible fo r this atrocity were 
FAA troops on the rampage. "We do not go 
around killing innocents," he said. 

Observers in Luanda maintain that mat
ters deteriorated markedly after U.N. Special 
Envoy Alioune Blondin Beye died in an air 

crash while approaching Abidjan airport in 
the Ivory Coast last July. Beye, himself an 
African, had written several reports about 
Angolan government police and army abus
es. He was also the author of a document 
which used strnng language to attack the 
Luanda government for "fomenting war." 
His outspoken views caused some govern
ment offic ials to accuse him of being sym
pathetic to Savimbi, though Beye, before his 
death, protested that this was not so. 

What is known, is that Luanda had been 
deeply suspicious of Beye's " peacekeep
ing" role in the country. He had publicly 
voiced dissatisfaction about corruption in a 
society where the leaders lived in grand 
style while the rest of the country starved. 
At the same time, it has always been an 
open secret in Luanda that nothing that 
Beye supplied on behalf of the U.N. - in 
foodstuffs, humanitarian aid or in the trans
port needed to get it all there - came with
out a price-tag attached. While he couldn 't, 
in the long term, actua lly cut off interna
tiona l humanitarian aid, Beye had installed 
a complex and time-wasting bureaucracy 
that would not function without the right 
" incentives." It is interesting that, in spite of 
a variety of U.N. checks and balances in 
place, his influence appeared to have 
extended deep into the private sector. 

Propaganda War 
Several fli ght crews with the South 

African aviation company responsible for 
fly ing this man around Africa and to whom 
the author had access after the Abidjan acci
dent, were convinced that Beye's aircraft -
a King Air which had just returned from 
major service - was sabotaged before take
off from Lome. While this claim has not been 
substantiated, the U.N. is concerned enough 
to have ordered an official investigation into 
c ircumstances surrounding the incident. 

With Beye gone, and his successor Issa 
Diallo only just arri ved, Luanda has 
launched a powerful propaganda war 
against Savimbi. This is in contravention of 
the 1994 peace agreement. Since UNITA 
switched off its own radio station, Vorgan, 
in compliance with the accords, Angolans 
are now being bombarded wi th what 
Western diplomats refer to as "fabricated 
news reports ofUNITA atrocities." This has 
led some western and NGO officials in 
Luanda to suggest that panic is be ing stirred 
up intentionally as a pre lude to President 
dos Santos launching a full -scale attack on 
Savimbi 's rebel armies. 

According to the London Economist (8 
August), " the propaganda campaign has 
become so virulent that the U.N. as well as 
the American embassy have issued state
ments denouncing the use of 'false informa
tion ' and ' provocative rhetoric.' UNITA 
now threatens to reactivate its radio station 
and start broadcasting again." 

A l .!. \!enter is SOF's Contributing 
Editor f or A.fi·ica. 

Editor's Nore: Look for the second part 
of this article in an upcoming issue. ~ 
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Man in The Jb'ena 
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much says it all. "The Venezuelans are 
scared sti ff as they see the threat spread ing," 
contends Mess ing. 

Due to DCF's in-depth research and 
"on the ground " tudi es, plus Major 
Messing 's test imon y before the U.S. 
Congress, the FARC and ELN narco-guer
rill as were officially listed as terrori st orga
ni zations by the U.S. State Department in 
October 1977. It was a vindication of sorts 
fo r Mess ing and the DCF staff. "They 
always were narco-terrorists ... it was a des
ignation that was long overdue, but was 
held up for purely political reasons. Once 
Ambassador Frechette left Colombia, the 
state department finall y termed the narco
guerrilla gro ups as terrori st elements," 
states Messing. 

The Man In The Arena 
Today, the vio lence not onl y continues 

- it escalates! From May to September of 
this year, the narco-guerrillas have launched 
three offensives. The security forces have 
paid dearly with nearly l ,500 casualties 
thus far. As Southern Commander Gen. 
Charles Wilhe lm, USMC testified before 
congress, "Colombia is ill-prepared to 
effective ly counter these threats, due in part 

to weak national leadershi p and an over
loaded, often corrupt, judic ial system and , 
in part due to the ineffecti veness of it 's 
security fo rces." 

Our co nsta nt in thi s eq uati on remai ns 
Gen . Serrano. Serrano is the man who is 
stu ck in the middle of thi s bruta l strugg le. 
He's The Man In Th e Arena that 
Theodore Roosevelt spoke abo ut so e lo
quentl y. Genera l Serran o has bee n recog
ni zed as such by some Clinton adm ini s
tration offi c ia ls and many members of the 
U.S . congress. FBI Direc tor Loui s Freeh 
ca ll ed Gen . Serrano "a true hero of inte r
nationa l law enforcement. " Ou r DEA 
boss Thomas Con tantine co ntends that 
Serrano " i an example to us a ll in the 
fi ght aga inst ill ega l drugs." 

" Praise such as thi s does not come easy 
from Freeh and Constantine" says Col. 
Co rso n ... "but the support fo r Gen. 
Serrano was used for barte r for pure ly 
diplomatic and politi cal reasons by the 
state Department. He ll , the DEA had less 
th an 50% of the number of agents they 
.rated at the U.S. Embassy ... that ought to 
te ll you something about Ambassado r 
Frechette's priorities in stopping drugs 
where they start ... and a ll th at information 
came out in congress ional test imony: It 's a 
matter of offic ial record ." 

The Future 
With all the challenges, broken promis-

es, betraya ls and new threats fac ing 
Colombia, after five years Gen. Serrano is 
still there. He could be outgunned and out 
manned ... but he remains the man in the 
middl e of the war on drugs, and he's find
ing some allies . Like Teddy Rooseve lt 's 
The Man in the Arena, Serrano knows he 
is spending him se lf and hi s men in a wor
thy cause. Some people are recogn izing 
what th ey've been up aga inst. The nagg ing 
question s, of course, are: Why did it take 
so long? Who is acco untable? And , at 
what price? Unfortunately, the re are no 
answers from the state department author
iti es, as of yet. In the meantime, the fore
most hero in the war on d rugs must seek 
answers with a hi gher authority at hi s 
da il y, 0500 Mass . 

(Next month , the conclusion of this arti
c le will plot some poss ibl e courses of 
action.) 

Carson A. Nightwine, Jr., is fo rmer 
research direc/or of the National Defense 
Council Foundation, of Alexandria , Va. He 
has led six fact-finding missions to 
Colombia in the past two years. 

G. Andrew Macklin is a forme r Marine 
Corps officer who served as a military advi
sor to Gen . Serrano in Colombia during 
1992-1993. /-le worked with Mr. Nightwine 
on the NDCF Colombia Report 1997. '9( 

~ LEWIS INTERNATIONAL, INC. - Miami, Florida USA • 
~ 1-800-259-5962 or Fax 1-800-664-5095 

~\\l\Ull ;;m!'Qx~ SAS Survival Handbook: 

tU\11 - · .. by John 'lofty'Wisemon Y,l~1 ;- "' 287Poges •9 x9l/2 $24.00 
~\\ll\\~ _ I;. Plonning '·'survive.. from making o.pocket 

~ survival kit to knowmg how lo obtain waler 
~ Ii> ond other bosic needs. Dealing with o<Cidents • rn ondescapeprocedures, ondodapling1o 
r ~ terroin-polor regions, mounlains,seoshores, 
~a:ll".JJi!lllt""°" islonds1 deserts ond the tropics ·edible plants, 
D.111 ~ ommo1s and msecls. plus nmmol lrocks and 

techniques for hunting, trapping, lishingondhondlingthekill. Whottodoil 
youhove locopewilhocolaslrophe! 

SAS Secret War: by M!Jjor 
Generol lony Jeapes C8 DBE MC 
253 Pages • 6 x 9 1/2 $ 24.00 
IAI Secret Wor reveols how SAi 
menwerescnltofightinOmon 
where Communist guerrillas were 

i woginga sovage compaign. 
. Communist victory would hove 

· given them control of the Gulf oil 
supplies. But while the World's ottention was dominated 
by Vietnam, the SAi spearheaded the most successful 
counter-insurgency operation of recent times. 

The SAS En1y1lopedia: 
by Steve Cr01•Aord 
288Poges •8 x l0 $29.95 
Brilain'sSpeciolAirService(SAS) is themosl 
fomousspecialfarcesunilintheworld. ltlisls 
the bottles and campaigns, weapons and 
equipment, training, laclics, and every single 
operation thot IAI soldiers hove token port in 
up to the present doy. With theoid of hundreds 
photographs, token by IAI soldiers on com~oign, 

~o~i~:;e~:~c~f:W~h:r~~~:~~r~.unning i us-

'i!l.!,I .. , ..................... . 
by John 'lofty' Wisemon 

I] 240 Pages• 9 x 9 t/2 $30.00 ~ 1 ' , , - . Who! safety features to look for when choosing 
+, -i a car, and how lo become a safer driver. 
~ , i: Protectingyourcoronditscontent fromthieves U ' , .. ondtechniquestohelpyouescopecor-jockers 
~ · ~ ondotherottockers.Adjustingyourdriving to 
~ - . --r:J~ preventskidsandaccidentsoccurringin 
·~· · · · e::. ~ ndverse condilionssuchas fog, heavy min, 
snow and ice. How lo service your car while reducing running costs. What to do 
if you are involved in an occident and quick-fix repairs lo gel you home. 

l!l~~~~ SAS & Other 
Speliat For<es: 

lll!~nm~i) SAS Self·Delense: 
by Sorry Dovies 

f• Jane's Chem·Bio 
11 Handbook 

by Ernest Wooc 
211Pages • 3 x 4 1/ 2 
$8.00 
Acompleteguide tothe 
world's elite militory 
forces · SAi, US Special 
Forces, Gcrmony's GIG9, 

214 Pages• 3 x 4 1/ 2 
$8.00 

~:~~:1°~( i.il.~:'~1nse 
techniques based on 
those !ought by the elite 
lpeciol Air Service. All 

by Frederick R. Sidell, M.D., 
U WilliomC.Potrick.111. 
-. lhomos R. Doshiell 
I 298 Pages • 11/ 2 x 6 

$20.00 
· Acompleteguideon 

the Novy SEALS and the Rolol Navy's 
Speciol 8oot lquodron. Ful y illustrated. 

lechniquesoreilluslraledwithclear, slep· 
by-slepphotogrophsonddiogroms. 

chemicologenlsondhow 
tohondle them. lncludesguickreferencetobles, 
cosuohytreotmenl, andotherimporlonlprocedures 
ondealingwithchcmirnls. 

lll'll !11'!:'!'!.l'llll':l=l"ITl~l"ll The SAS Personal Trainer 
1\1\\1 by John 'lofty' Wiserrnm 

t92Poges•71/2x 91/2 $21.95 
The IAI is probably the world's greatest 
militaryunilondore renownedfortheir 

::~i%;: ,:1~fr:s:·n~;~i1irm ~%s1oi1AL 
'TWr TRAlllER now you too con acquire the unique 
\., range of skills taught to members of the 

Special Air Service. A total program for the 
bodyondmind. lllustrotedexercisesfor 
improvingyour strength, stomino ondogil ity. 

3;. , flGHTIN6 
; , . SKILLS 
/ \",) iiiiifiiiiii 
'". SAS 

--
Shipping and Handling $5.00 per order / RUSH AVAILABLE 

Fighting Skills of the SAS: 
by Mike Robinson 
192 Pages • 71/2 x 91/2 $22.95 
Double tops, three-round bursts, lobbing 
ondCa5Evocoperolions. Theseare buto 
few of the tactics and procedures used by 
the men of Britain's Special Air Service llAI) 
Regiment. What do they mean, how do the 
elite soldiers of 8riloin's IAI fight ond whot 
weoponsdo they use? 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED NEXT DAY (please allow 7-10 days for ground) SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

LEWIS INTERNATIONAL 2201 NW 102 PLACE , # 1 • MIAMI , FLORIDA • 3 3 172 (305) 436·7984 
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NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
•College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
•Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
• "Do- It-Yourself" ID Kits 
•Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! --- -ID BY MAIL 

S24.9S 
Cash , Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 ~~~~~==, 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 

Home study. Train for great careers in forestry, con
servation, w ildl ife, parks, ranges, preserves. Free 
career literature: send or call 24 hours a day. 

CALL Now: 800-223-11542 

SATIN FINISH NYLON JACKET.FLANNEL LINED, 
KNIT CUFFS, COLLAR & BOTIOM BAND, 
ZIPPER FRONT & TWO SLASH POCKETS. MADE IN U.S.A. 

SIZES; XS,S, M, L, XL ADD 5.00 FOR XXL, OR XXXL 

OrderTollFree 1 800-958-8876 
ll:Ln.• a l'r'l'd il i:u nl rl'ady. \\'c An:c11t VISA i\ IC ,\,\ !EX UISC< >V En 

Or Mai/Chui OrM.O. for Tata/ +Shipping,« lla11dli11g 111S.0.5. C11/ifumi11 rtsidenlf <mly: add 7.7.i 'f 1altl 

P:.1ya~llc To: Shipping & Uamlliug If your order totals: 
S.O.S. $ 25.00 or lesx $ 4.9.'i 
P.O. l ~ox 2205 t ~ ( $ 25.01 to$ 50.00 $ 6.95 
Carrmchacl, Ca lJ:i6119 $SO.OJ to$ 75.00 $ 8.95 

~~~J)~~:;p~~/~ ;& hmrdling $ 75.0/ to$/(){),()() $ 9.95 
clwrgrs.M11il41/ffrialc/1rrk l:'ach11dd1ifona/ S IOO.OO (orportion11j)addS .i.llS 
{111011ry1mlrr)payahlt UStl/11111/j Allow 2 to 6 weeks tor delivery 
t<!t"f{ tl'"1C"J .\IAll.S . .ti.S.E. FORC,\'lilWG OR Gff IT \VITI/ flRSTORfJl:'H. 

1 . Tribulus 250mg is used to dramatically 
increase your testosterone levels up to 
50°/o ! Higher testosterone means faster 
easier muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $19.95 

2. Androstenedione 1 OOmg is also 
expected to boost testosterone levels. 
Industry claims testosterone levels over 
300°/o in controlled studies, works great 
with 1-3. 

60 day cycle $23.95 

3. G .H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. sterol complex is a combined 
formula of the industry's most powerful 
products. Users claim that it enhances 
growth, allows the body to stay pumped 
longer and strips away fat . 

60 Tabs $19.95 

S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd., Suite 101 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 

Tribulus 250 mg $19.95 + $5.00 S&H 
- Androslenedione 100 mg 60 Capsules $23.95 + $5.00 S&H 
- G.H.R.X. 60Tabs $21.00 + $5.00 S&H 

4. L.S .C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S& H -= Special, Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE $64.90 + $5.00 S&H 
Add $10.00 for Priority Mail == Internationa l orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 

_ _ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 

Home study. Make good money in 
an action-packed career. 
Solve crimes, find miss
ing persons, expose 

frauds. Work for attorneys, in-
surers, and celebrities- or 
start your own business . For 
your free career literature, 
send or call 24 hours a day. 

Call 800-223-4542 

This Class 11-A- r;::::====q•m;;:::----, 
Kevlar soft body 
armor will defeat the 
.45 ACP, .357 Mag., 
9rnrn. 00 Buck and 
knife attack. Tested 
at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds by 
the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal. 
Front and back pro
tectors: $220. Side L-'""2"'"--"-._-"..,. 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma plate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. 

ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. 158gr. FMJ 
$125/M. 9mm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ 
$165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. 

SEND CHEC K OR MON EY ORDER TO: 

Write, fax or e-mail to request a 
comprehensive list of available 
issues and quantitv discounts. 

BACK ISSUE DEPT. 
OMEGA GROUP. LTD. 

5735 Arapahoe Ave. , Suite A-5 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Fax: 303-444-5617 

e-mail: carole@sofmag .com 



WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 

LRRP K-9 
SEC URI TY SERVICES 

Pups and Trained Adults Available 
Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 

Majar Credit Cards Affepted 
Box 1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

~,. 
Si/UCP 11'PCCk 

!NOUS T R IES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

------- PhoneC,____,_ __ 

________ Zip __ _ 

The School of Gunsmithing 
Dept. GGPl 71 , 430 Technology Parkway 

PCDI, Norcross, Georgia 30092 

GREENE MILITARY 
1-800-521-7977 

FREE CATALOG 

MILITARY • TACTICAL • ADVENTURER 

BDUs • M65 Field Coats 
Combat & Automatic Knives 

Boots • Alice Packs 
Leather Jackets • T-Shirts 

And More 

7215 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

International Orders Welcomed 

U.S. MANUFACTURED 

111811/F FllSlllJll 
WWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 
• Largest Selection in the USA! 
• Super Specials: Now Save 110 to 40%! 
• Industry Leader Since 1991 ! 
• 2-Year Warranty! 
• Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 

Litton~ 
USA 

1-800-424-8222 
Info: 949-497 -4683 • Fax: 949-497-1270 

arc • m ii 

uniforms 

boots 

body armor 

shooting 
accessories 

uscav.com 

GORE-TE>t outerwear 

knives 

tactical 

camping, 
rappelling 
and paint 
ball gear 

STEROIDS 
,...O....L-rE R.r---..1,...0....-rl........,,,-E 

WARNING! ooN·T GET FOOLED BY FRAUDS! 
Other companies clalming to have similar, better all In one products can' t 

compare bccnuse ol mg dosage. Ask compare beware! 

S&K Labs Tribulus 
Is used to dramatically increase your 
Testosterone levels up to 50%. 

Higher testosterone means faster, 
easier muscle growth. It could greatly 

enhance your physical appearance 
literally sculpting your own body with 

huge healthy hard muscles. 
If you are not completely satisfied with 
the growth you obtain within 15 days, 

return it for a full refund. 
Get that lean awesome body builder physique 

now with one 2 month cycle for only $19.95 
S19.95 + S&H C.O.O:s WELCOME 

Use your personal check over 1he phone or order by cash on delivery 

ORDER NOW!!! 1-800-275-7822 -
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! VISA . 

~ ------------------------



Check Us Out at www.budkww.com 
Toll Free 1·800·877·7140 Ext. SD3 

-~-------------Clip coupon and mail to address below. 

DYES! Please send me the FREE 
64-Page Catalog! 

City State _ Zip __ _ 

• 
Worldwide, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2768 • Dept SD3 • Moultrie, GA 31776 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
President 
We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 

personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat an rice on the '!1arket. 
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1 :~/o Pepper Spra~s . 

Fogger ~ 
Key Chain Sprayer 

Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 
Sam le $6.25 Sam le $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 

HANDMADE 

KNIVES 
"ARKANSAS KNIFESMITH" 

Excellence since 1970 / 

Designer & Maker 
FIRST BLOOD & RAMBO 

Death wind 
Hunter or Military 

• • 

/ 
/ 

Death wind 
Hunter or Boot 

Visa & Mastercard - also Lay-away 
2721 S. Arkansas Avenue 

Russellville, AR 72801 
501-968-2011 Fax 501-968-4640 

TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is an
swered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telehone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to V2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V(not Incl.) 
$29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, VHF transmitters Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne.FL 32902 

COD'S OK 

The end of the "evil empire" 
has not solved all of the world's problems. The 
Karens, after a 40-year struggle against succes
sive tyrannies in Burma, are now refugees in dire 
straits in Thailand. The medical situation in 
Cambodia is a disaster. The Black Creoles on the 
east coast of Nicaragua are no better off. And so 
on. RRI is trying to help, but we need your help. 

Medical supplies of most types are still urgent· 
ly needed. We can't handle bulky equipment, 
items that have to be locked up or refrigerated. 
Checks and money orders are welcome. None of 
the funds collected go for staff salaries or other 
administrative expenses. 

All donations are tax deductible. Put a pack
ing list with name and address of donor with each 
package. RRI is #1013 on the 1997 Combined 
Federal Campaign National List. Be sure to des
ignate your gift for RRI. 

Please send letters and checks to: 
REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

Please send UPS and other packages to: 
REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 

c/o SOF Warehouse, 5735 Arapahoe Ave. 
Boulder, CO 80303 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v, e; • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word; abbreviations such as 
DI , SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, 
telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, 
Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: 
advert@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any
thing' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 

~~;'',!~ 'e!! 8 _ i· Inventory 
Sale 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

•America's # I Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 • 30X46 
• 10YearWarranty 
• EosyfinanclngAvoiloble 40X56 • SOXI 16 
• Easy Do.It-Yourself Construction 

• Free 16 Page Brochure $TC:C:!..'iiliJ$TC:rl® 

ASIAN BEAUTIES! 
WORLDWIDE! 

DESIRE PENPALS, ROMANCE, 
MARRIAGE! FREE COLOR 

PHOTO BROCHURE, DETAILS! 

P.l.C., BOX 461873-SF, LA. CA 90046 
323-650-1994 WEB: www.pacisl.com 

APPAREL 
FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS. We are 
now back in business and bringing in very strange 
uniforms from all over the world in large sizes. New 
color catalog & uniforms in stock. Send $3.00. 
Western Survival, POB 48, Spencer, IN. 47460 
Phone: 812-876-2171 , Fax: 812-876-3252. 

I :l1l1] ({j:I ~I) :J ! M:\ j [1]: ~1 
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR - 75-year tra
dition of quality book publishing, promotion and dis
tribution. "Author's Guide to Subsidy Book 
Publishing" 1-800-695-9599. 

MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as "the most dangerous 
press in America." Millions of satisfied readers dis
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles. send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307-
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
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liLDBA.L COMMUl\llCA.TIOl\I§ 
DllilTA.L VOICE* DA.TA.* FA.X 

http://www.cdradios.com 
Satellite Warehouse, Tucson, AZ 
520-792-9429 Fax: 520-624-1629 

INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 

Locate Telephone Number and Addres
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Veh icle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi
ness Reports , Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination 
research materials; Videocassettes, photographs, 
books, unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 (Canada). 

e soumm 011 110ll'l'UNE UUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for 
Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues. 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
www .son1AG.ccm 

V' SOl.lllllll OF l'Oll'l'UNE Magazine Binder. 
Holds 12 issues. $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
• Spy Pinhole Cameras $12900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
• Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $13900 
• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 

Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

Flllll)OM COUNTllY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year tradi
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu
tion. "Author's Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 
1-800-695-9599. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 
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342 N. Hague 
Ave., Dept. SOF, 
Columbus, OH 

http://members.aol.comfTRGlnfo 43204 

14 ALL NEW Calendar Photos! 

PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-4 71-4444 
M.P.C. 

BUSHPILDT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY •• CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

PO. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase ·· Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

ADVANCED -HARDCORE · Training program, spe
cially designed for Special Forces and Police SWAT 
teams. Complete 1 year program - covers Power 
Training, Speed Training, Nutrition, Grip Strength 
Training, Circuit Training, Plyometrics, Mental 
Attitude. Very Motivational ! Free Shipping. Send 
$10.00 to Extreme Power. PO Box 1370, Pearl City, 
HI 96782 

SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publications. 
Impossible to find underground info! Hacking, 
revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very 
unusual stuff! Free catalog. TIC PO. Box 876SF, 
Hurst, Texas 76053. www.theinformationcen
ter.com 

COLLECTORS 
MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-11 36 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 
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CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT-$14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 

PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 
MRE'S with heaters $60/12 Assorted 
MILLENNIUM BEAN MIX $40/60 servings 
USGI New Goretex .Jacket and Pants $300 
USGI Kevlar Vest Large $200 Xlarge $250 
CFP 90 Combat Backpack w/claypack $300 
USGI New Extreme Cold Sleeping Bag $175 
USGI Camo Poncho $30 Poncho Liner $30 
USGI New OD Ripstop Poncho $25 
USGI Mickey Mouse Boots $60 

Catalog $2 Survival C hecklist $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTil,E 

6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Meet Faithful Latin Ladies 
USA, Mexico, South America, Asia 

•Tours •Personal Introductions 
1-619-685-5195 24 Hours 

http://www.blbcom.bom/latins.htm 
Write: Latins Box 1716-SF 

Chula Vista CA 91912 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. 
Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you 
know what you are buying. I always have a nice col
lection of original patches, insignia, books, maps, 
uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. and VC/NVA. I 
also buy singles and collections of Vietnam War 
souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy with con
fidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. ' 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 
medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South 
Africa --http://users.iafrica.com/r/rh/rhodesia or e
mail: rhodesia@iafrica.com 

v soumm OI' l'Olrt'UNE llUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for 
Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave. , Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

SURVEILLANCE 
EQUIPMENT 

MICRO-WATERPROOF/ 
WEATHERPROOF 
VIDEO-CAMERAS 

+ The Size of a Lipstick Container Only $249 
+ Infra-Red Board Cameras Only $99.00 
+ Wireless Video Transmitters & Receivers $399 
+ Quads & Multiplexors for Multiple 

Cameras on one TV 
+ Rear-Vision Systems for Cars & Trucks 
+ Waterproof Infra-Red Cameras To See in 

No Light $299 
+ Customized Applications Also Available 

Call us or check our website at 
www.covertsurveillonce.com for lOO's 

of other covert surveillance products. 

Coll l-888-474-9409 to order 
b Viso-MC-AMEX 

Need NEW ID? 
CREDIT· PRIVACY • 
OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
•Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
• Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS· Box 8410-HB·Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-Page catalog-rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. TOLL-FREE 
HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research-assis
tance.com 

EMPLOYMENT 
BODYGUARDS! You've ordered the book and 
videos. Now find out HOW TO GET A JOB! 
"Protecting The CEO," a manual written by a corpo
rate executive protection manager. Everything you 
need to get your dream job. Only $15.95 plus $1 .50 
S&H (in TX add 8.25%). Modern Samurai, 18352 
Dallas Pkwy, Suite 136-369, Dept J-14, Dallas, TX 
75287. 

PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 
(Employment Notice) All US citizens with Police, 
Military, or Security experience who attend a train
ing course with the PBA, will be offered some form 
of employment contract after their training. For full 
details, send a large Self Addressed Envelope with 
either $2 or 2 International postal reply coupons to: 
The White House, 24 Cumberland Tee, Willing
ton, Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, UK. 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL member
ship coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 ppd. 
Check to: Jack Martin, Box 6081 , Venice, Florida, 
34292. 

IVERSON AGENCY· Special Intelligence 
Association Training in undercover investigations 
and more! Call or e-mail for membership info: 313-
871 -5233 lvegood@msn.com 
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~ U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND lfp. 
Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID , MT. NV, NM, OR, UT. WA. WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person . For complete in formation package includi ng maps, 
telephone helpl ine. fi ling forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to: FEDERAL LAND CD ., Dept l, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing-lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE' 

THE STONEPROOF BED™ 
"A 

Comfortable 
Bed 

Anywhere" 
· Camping, RV's, guest bed 
· Compact: Folded 7" x 28" x 19" 

Open 13!." x 28" x 77" 
· Supports up to 250 lb. person 
· I 00% Water Resistant Nylon w/ Heavy 

Duty Bottom 
· Colors: Royal Blue or Forest Green 
· Price $39.95 plus $7 shipping VISA 

TO ORDER CALL MIC 

STONE PROOF™ 
Toll Free 888-786-6773 

www.brazosnet.com/biz/stoneproof/ 
US Patent# 5,720,057 

t/ MAKE YOUR TRAINING PAY! U.S. and Foreign
Military and Police Personnel-Active duty or retired. 
All MOS, E-1 to 0-9! Opportunities for LUCRATIVE 
PAY. 100% legal, non-violent instruction. Nothing 
Classified. Long term income potential. Put your 
skills to work, NOW! Complete Information 
Package - $9.00 plus $3.00 shipping. GLOBAL 
UNLIMITED, P.O. Box 6220, Eastpointe, Ml 48021. 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call Toll Free: 1-800-226-3601, 
Extension BF7770. 

"OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT" All graduates of 
SpecOps training course will be offered an employ
ment contract upon graduation. Train and then work 
with Israeli anti terror vets in exotic locations. For 
more information send a self addressed envelope 
with $3 cash or money order to SpecOps, Moshav 
21, Israel 99833. 

INVESTMENT BANKING. Servicing all your finan
cial needs. Discreet, intelligent, creative financial 
services (Investments, Trusts, Privacy Protected 
Investments, Turn Around Opportunities). Our 
prices are reasonable, and we give the highest 
quality of service. Always protectin'g your privacy. 
ForTheRock@AOL.COM; phone 760-749-0616; fax 
760-749-1647. 

FREE 
FREE Silencers From the Home Workshop, a 50 
page illustrated booklet. A $11.95 value plus a 
FREE 48 page color catalog. Send $3.00 for ship
ping to FireQuest, Box 315, Dept SF12, EIDorado, 
AR 71731 

FREE Surviving Global Slavery, a 160 page 
book. A $13.95 value plus a 68 page catalog FREE! 
Send $3.00 for shipping to Delta Press, Box 1625, 
Dept SF14, EIDorado, AR 71731 

FREE Criminal Use of False ID, a 49 page book. 
A $11.95 value plus a FREE 68 page color catalog! 
Send $3.00 for shipping to Desert Publication, 
Dept. SF16, EIDorado, AR 71731 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202. 

2 PAGE INFO & APPLICATION 

FORM - US FAXBACK SERVICE 

(213) 960 4312 

r-----------------~ WORLD'S LARGEST 
·SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles : 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, ~~~~ 
military trucks, more. 
1 OO's of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 

HILITARY ~ VEDICLES 
EIIflfl"!j'fjl 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

L-----------------~ 
ELITE FORCES TACTICAL KNIFE with sheath 
and extras - only $39.95 includes S&H - EM 
Products, PO Box 526632, Miami, FL 33152 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 

QWEB™ Attention Military, Veterans: SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE will run a 30-word notice here and 
on our Internet site for one month, half price, for any 
legitimate reunion, military base open-house, air 
show, battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration 
or similar military event. Non-commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit events. 
WWW .SOFMAG.COM 

MISCELLANEOUS 
MEET BEAUTIFUL LATIN WOMENI Mexico, 
Caribbean, Central and South America. 
Correspondence, videos, romantic tours. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide; Box 924994-SF; 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224, 
www.tlcworldwide.com. 
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#BS I 0 I " US Jobs are for US Citizens" 
#BSI04 " Real Men Prefer Women" 

Mail check or money order to: 
Righteous Redneck, Inc., PO Box 1643, 
Southeastern, PA 19399-1 643 
Order# ___ Qty. __ x $6.95= _ _ _ 
Order # ___ Qty. __ x$6.95= __ _ 

S+H$~ 

PA res idents add Tax$ __ _ 
6% sales tax. Total$ __ _ 

Name ______ ________ ---11 

Address _______________ 
1 

City ______ State ___ Zip __ _ 
Phone(__) __________ _ 

MEET LATIN LADIES! 

T .L.C. WORLDWIDE, INC. 
P.O. Box 924994-SF 

Houston, Texos 77292-4994 

I 

24" BLOWGUN Lightweight, deadly accurate. 
Hunting, target, stun. Comes w/12 darts, lifetime 
guarantee. Send $19.95 to: FNR Products P.O. Box 
495, Setauket, NY 11733 

t/ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENAR
IES Membership Coin. Free registration with order. 
$15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, 
Nokomis FL 34274. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are t/ and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 
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HOLSTERS•BODY ARMOR•WALLETS 
OVEI{ 1.000 CUSTOM 
Ii Ht-STOCK BADGES 
SEND $2.00 CASH (refundable) 

MfiXSELL CORPORfiTIOH 
P.O. BOX 23021 • FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33307 
visit our web site: http://www.maxsell.com 

Team Delta is looking 
for a few good 
Prisoners 
llEAJ .. IS'l'I(~ 
MILITARY EXPERIENCES 

Team Delta is an elite unit 'of 
former special forces, military ~ 
Intelligence and military police , 
personnel who take pride in A~ 
providing participants with <..\ 
inten~ely realistic military ;;:-.. 

experiences. ,~_ ' 

• POW Interrogation (SERE) _ 

• Interrogator Training 

• Basic Training/Boot Camp 

• War Games/Battle Tactics 

roup Rates Available 
1530 Locust St, Ste 220SF 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 
info@teamdelta.net 

TOLL FREE 1-877-55 DELTA 
http://www.teamdelta.net · 

.......,,____..~._ 13983 Industry Avenue 
J;;>J;;J/iiii)( ~ Becker, MN 55308 
~U-UUL/CJ ~PHONE 1-612-261-5600 

FAX 1-612-261 -5599 
~ www.dpmsinc.com 

T p A N T :e: E R e-mai~u~Fr:s~i~~~~~l.com 
A H IVI s •• M·F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 

LYME DISEASE treatment endorsed by The 
National Foundation for Alternative Medicine. 
Antibiotics don't work. We pioneered chemical 
detox treatments. BMP Resources, Inc. New 
Orleans-Cosumel (504) 522-6599. www.bmpre
sources.com 

MILITARY TECHNICAL manuals for sale. Send 
$1 .00 for brochure of Discount Prices. Muhammad 
Li, Box 5083, Pilot Station, Alaska, 99650. 

SURVIVAL TIMES ENTERPRISES- Long-term 
storage foods and other disaster preparedness 
items. Discreet packaging, Rt.1, Box 84-G, Alamo, 
Texas 78516-9742, 956-787-3887. 

NEED A NEW IDENTITY? For an informative guide 
on "Changing Your Identity", send $5 to: Options 
Unlimited PO Box 743, Madison, TN 37115. 
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deos 
ACll~~mcs! 

Thousands of "Underground" devices including: 
Drug Education Books, Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

I Catalog Only $3.00 I Send For Yours Today! 

UNDERGROUND 
P.O. Box 54400 • Dept SOF 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 
www.unde~ roundmall.com 

• l'Wr.'~W"'l'!'P.im"R'~ 

reaDETE~ 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new \ 
adventure every day. I. , 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT 

•800.-742•9007 Ext. 301 
UETECTIVE TRAINltlG Rox 909 •San won (<'µo., CA 926~ 3 

Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 

the experts: 
• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss' 

• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations. 
Sk.iptracing & Surveillance' 

• How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency' 

• How To Work From Home. Part-Time or FullTime' 
• No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required' 

STATE ..\l'l'RO\ ED 

Located in the Entertainment Ca ito 
Of the World! 213 879-1165 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
FREE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
DETAILS P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS CA 9021. 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel , 
Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, Anyplace! 7700 
Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080 

WANT ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, protection, 
and peace of mind for only 1493.00 Now call James 
Hughes, 781-440-6506, 24 hours a day. Strictly 
confidential consulting services. Don't call until you 
are prepared to go ahead. 

NEW IDENTITY? Genuine Birth Certificate! Easily 
get a new ssn, drivers license, passport. Send 
$1.00. Write to: Creative Solutions, RR1 Box 63-
8114, Eldorado, Ontario, Canada KOK1YO 

REAL ESTATE 
REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia 
Headquarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by 
lake and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall. 
comNiapan - FAX 1-907-583-2162 

Meet Ladies Worldwide. 
USA, Latinas, Asians & Russians. 
Great global opP.ortunities. FREE 
photobrochure. {281) 440-2770 
www.singlesworldwide.com 

Singles Worldwide Network, Inc. 
P.O. Box 10748-SF ·Houston TX 77206 

• 2500+ Military Designs 
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines _ 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

HONORS 
by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 
P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61 3 54 

Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

REMAILING SERVICES 
CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail received here, 
then forwarded to you worldwide. Voicemai l, too! 
Website address - www.netcom.com/-mai lpost. 
MAILPOST, 2421SOF Pratt, Chicago, IL 60645. 
773-764-0100. 800-890-3199. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forwarding, 
Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, Fax, Box, 
Street Address, Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, 
Orlando, FL 32860-8039Visit Privacy Pages 
http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks, computers, more: Great deals! 
Call Now Toll free: 1-800-601-2212, ex1SP7770. 

SURVEILLANCE 
CORDLESS TELEPHONE SURVEILLANCE No 
More Expensive Surveillance Equipment. Complete 
Instruction Manual Using Police Scanner. 
Frequencies Included. Send $19.95 to ODDENDS, 
1257 Butler Dr. Midway Park, NC 28544 

SURVEILLANCE TRNSMITTER DESIGN! 117 
schematics with text. http://www.adnetmk. 
com/sheffield E-mail: SheffieldEng.Co. @ 
webtv.net. 773-324-2196. Free explanation sheet. 
$65.00 plus $6.00 S&H. Sheffield Electronics, PO 
Box 377940, Chicago, IL 60637-7940. 

ILLEGAL POLICE SURVEILLANCE The ultimate 
book on how Big Brother spies on innocent citizens. 
(152) pages. Order from Comet Press, P.O. Box 
31421, Day1on, OH 45437-0421. Only $24.97 plus 
$4.00 shipping in the U.S. 

TRAINING 
MARITIME SECURITY and Executive Protection! 
Counter-Intelligence, Technical Surveillance, 
Career Development, Security Driver and Weapons 
Courses. Call ENTERPRISINIG SECURITIES 
(770) 723-0773. 

Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri
vates. Training, certification, instructorships. Hock 
Hochheim's SSC, box 292373, Lewisville, TX 
75029. 972-315-5128. www.americanknifefight
ers.com 
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All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800- 579-3285 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! • 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A~ I 

~~~~~~~~~LISEE i~~~~~~~'1~ : 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 1 

1 : FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION/ I 
a QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPI 512 : 

~~ ••••• .:.~~~~~~-~~~<lL~_P~~~~~~~!~:~t:~ •• -· 

TRAINING DUMMIES fo r grappl ing/striking/ 
th rowing/rescue. "Big Blue Series" of Training 
Dummies. Practice chokes, armbars, leglocks, 
throws etc. Brochure- call: 1-307-266-4662, fax: 1-
307-266-4730, write: OK Fine Productions, PO 
Box 225, Casper, Wyoming 82602. 

WANTED 
"THE BODYGUARD" - International Networking 
publication for Executive Protection & Investigative 
Professionals. Assignment Contacts & Resources. 
Subscription: $45.00 p.a. To: BASECA, 4 Maple 
Ave., Morristown, NJ 07960. 

ATTENTION NON-US READERS: We want to buy 
foreign firearms, ammunition , and individual 

Access Marketing ... . ...... . 13 
Automatic Knife Resource Guide .21 
Baden K-9 ................. 70 
Blackhawk ....... . ........ 8-9 
Bud K . ................... 76 
Chase-Durer . . ...... . .. Cover 4 
Cold Steel . ... ............. 15 
CZ-USA .. . - .. . . .... . ..... . 10 
Direct Action Video .. ....... . 11 
Dutchguard . ... . .... . ....... 7 
Eden Press . . . . . ..... . .. . . . 74 
Excalibur Enterprises ......... 6 
Gerber Legendary Blades .Cover 3 
G.G. & G ... ... .......... .. . 33 
Greene Military ............. 75 
GT Knives . . ............... 68 
Hatherleigh Publ ishing . . . . _ .. 16 
High Caliber Productions ..... 74 
IRSAIS .. . .. . .. . .. . ........ 68 
Kabar Knives ........... . 12, 32 
Kel-Tec ..... .. ..... .. ...... 17 
L.A. Law Enforcers .......... 76 
LAA Manufacturing ..... Cover 2 
Lewis International .. .... . ... 73 
Lile Handmade Knives . ...... 76 
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Military Equipment - Leonard and Son, Inc. , 181 6 
South Bacon Avenue, Corbin, KY 40701 U.S.A. -
Fax 101-606-523-0620 

WEBSITES 
SURVIVAL STORE: self defense products, brass knuck
les, batons, surveillance, more www.survivalstore.com 

LRRP K-9 Services .......... 75 
Matthews Police Supply ...... 74 
Military Book Club ........ 18-19 
MoroVision Night Vision ...... 75 
NRA Whittington Center ...... 70 
Paladin Press . .... . .. . . ..... 5 
Panther Productions ........ 26-27 
Professional Career 

Development .... . .... 74, 75 
APB ... . .................. 76 
S&K Labs . . ............. 74, 75 
Si lver Creek Industries ... . ... 75 
Silverman's ................ 76 
SOF Back Issues . .. . ..... 25, 74 
SOF Cruise/Montrose Travel ... 23 
SOF Subscriptions .......... 35 
sos .. . ..... . ............. 74 
Southern Ordnance .......... 69 
Springfield Armory ........ . . 21 
Starline Brass ..... . ........ 71 
Steiner .... .. ... . .......... 29 
Steve Arnold's Gunroom . .... 28 
Steyr Scout Rifle ............ 34 

Blowguns Lightweight, deadly accurate. A must 
have for your collection. www.global
usa.com/fnr/blowguns 

United Cutlery . . ... . ..... . .. 29 
U.S. Cavalry ... .. . .. ... . . .. . 75 
USI Corp ......... . ......... 76 

PRODUCT INDEX 
Applied Innovative 

Technologies ........... .45 
Autauga Arms ............. 17 
Auto-Ordnance Corp. . ..... 20 
Black Hills Ammunition ..... 61 
Brownells Inc. . ........... 59 
FlashTek, Inc .............. 34 
G96 Products Co., Inc ....... 59 
GT Knives ............... .47 
Gutman Cutlery .......... .46 
Insight Technology ......... 34 
Michaels of Oregon ......... 33 
Safearm Industries ......... 32 
Springfield Inc. . .......... .46 
Technomad ............... 33 
Turner Saddlery ........... 58 
Windrow & Greene Ltd. . .... 22 
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The Scalpel 11s. The Sledgehammer 

C ruise missiles lit up the skies 
over Afghanistan and Sudan 
last week. Seventy-five fe ll on 
te rrorist training camps and on 

the bad medic ine factory in Khartoum. 
The going rate for a cruise these days is 
a million bucks. Throw in what it cost to 
launch and fo llow up on the strikes, and 
you've got a $200 million bonfire of the 
vanities. 

You can declare war on terrorists with 
missiles. They make the kind of noise the 
whole world can hear. And the re's no 
question that the message we sent need
ed to be sent. T he problem i.s that whi le 
we can declare war with our Tomahawks, 
we can ' t really fi ght terrorists with them. 
Worse, we won ' t win if we do. 

years. When a bomb explodes in that tor
mented land - bet on it - the suspects ' 
home bases get c lobbered. But has all this 
firepower worked? Nope. A month seldom 
passes when a te rrorist bomb doesn ' t 
explode on the streets of Israel. 

In 1986, Libyan te rrorist 's blew up a 
Berlin di sco, ki lling U.S. soldie rs. 
Ronald Reagan responded with bombs. 
Reagan 's security advi sors did 
"Attaboys" fo r several years - until 
Libyan terrori sts struck back, k illing 270 
people over Scotland on Pam Am I 03. 

T he Cruise missiles did four things: 
batted the bee's nest; gave the zealots ' 
cause the world-wide propaganda coup 
that 's always the terrorist 's endgame: 
"Just look at what that bully, the Great 
Satan , has done to us now. Look at all the 
innocent dead ," unifi ed Arab anti
American fee lings around the g lobe -
and made a ton of money for the missile
makers while j ustify ing a ll those expen
s ive shi ps. 

The counterstrikes last week killed 
50-odd terrorists in Afghanistan at a huge 
dol lar cost, leaving who knows how 
many tens of thousands to go. You don ' t 
have to be H&R Block to do the math; 
reach for the Tomahawk every time and 
you' ll go broke long before the bad guys 
belly up. 

Various reports put Osama bin 
Laden's personal fortune at anywhere 
from $ 150 million to $5 billion. That's 
what he's got to spend. Here's an inte r
esting thought: If we agreed to limit our
selves to the same assets and make it his 
$5 billion against our $5 b illion, who do 
you think would win? 

Col. David Hackworth , (Rel.} also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Def ending 
America ." "Hack" doesn't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ
ing. If" your local paper falls into that ca1e
gory, call the editor and lei him know you'd 
like 10 see "Defending America" on the Op
Ed page. It's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45ih St., New York, NY 10017. 

The Brits, who've been under terrorist 
siege s ince the invention of gun powder, 
take a di fferent approach. While they 
take the occasional hit, the ir MO is to 
catch te rrorists through de tective and 
inte lligence work. Yes, they believe in 
punishing the te rrorist, but they learned a 
long time ago that traditiona l military 
solutions don ' t work. So they use a 
scalpe l rather than a s ledgehammer; 

Right. Because bin Laden is be ing a 
lot sharper than we are. That's what guerrillas and terrorists do 
- they don ' t out-shoot us, they out-smart us . 

Here are the bas ics: ln the war that both sides have now 
declared, the United States presents a very big fixed target. The 
te rrorists present a very small , ve ry mobile target. As soon as the 
president and secretary of defense, both of whom dodged the 
draft in Vietnam and have no first-hand knowledge of the basics, 
get over congratulating themselves on the strike, they are going 
to have to take a harder look at the tru th. 

When you' ve been badly stung by a bee, it ain ' t exactly swift 
to try to take out its nest with a baseba ll bat. 

The terrorist strikes on our embass ies in Tanzania and Kenya 
were an outrage that demanded retaliation. And the missile 
strikes did make our intentions c lear. That's not the question. 
Once again, what we need to figure out is what ' s the smartest 
way to wage this war. 

And the record shows that the sledgehammer approach seldom 
works against terrorists. Israel's been fighting terrorists for 50 
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bra ins over brawn. 
We shou ld ask our B ritish cousins to show us the ir way. 

Fighting te rrorism just a in ' t about whoever makes the most 
no i ·e . The smart way is through deterrence and prevention -
through c lever inte lligence, well-tra ined people and a strong 
proactive plan. 

I hope our generals and admirals change the ir "Bomb-them
back-to-the-Stone-Age" mindset. Sure, the s ledgehammer 
worked in World War II; but it didn ' t in Vietnam. 

And it's a recipe fo r fai lure in our newest war. 

Http://www.hackwonh.com is the address of 
David Hackworth 's home page. 

Copyright 1998 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth 's best-selling book, Hazardous Duty, has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ~ 
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Reversible Pocket 

Patented Interlock™ _.... (!) 
Safety ~ 

Clip S-34 

Designed by the Colone~ made by Gerber; the Applegate-Fairbairn Covert is the best tactical 

folder you can own. The new Interlock; a Gerber exclusive, is positioned like a top tang safetx 

making it easily accessible right or left handed. Combined with a fully reversible clip, the 

Covert is a true ambidextrous knife. Combat tough pocket carry convenient the Covert sets the 

standard for tactical folders. Covert is now available at dealers and outfitters everywhere. 

SINCE 1939 

14200 SW 72nd Ave Portland, OR Attn: Customer Service - SOF 



Ill Ill 
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMITN0.8 MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

SOJJ)IEll OJ? 
J?OJl'l'UNE 
PO BOX 348 
MT MORRIS IL 61054-9817 

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
INTHE 

UNITED STATES -

• 

1.11 ••••• 1111 •••• 1.1 •• 1 •• 11.1 •• 1 •• 1 •••• 111 ••• 11.1 •• 1 




	SoF 1998-12-a
	SoF 1998-12-b
	SoF 1998-12-c



